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His farm in 1942,
Under oneacre,

1l goat,
1 ackee= 11l doz,
-~ . : ot 1l avocado= ?
“ \ /o 3 g0conuts = 70 nuts,
‘ 1 mangoe = 6 doz,
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Interviewed leresa Bent.

Present household

Benjamin Powell fead.

Weston Ellington (Only sleep here him eat at him mother)
resa bent

/33333¥¥§¥§¥e?§ Family History.

Parente., Celep and latthey Bents "lMother die 15 years now,
and father die 16 years nows" Mother's parents Margaret
and Elisha Lbanks. Father's parents, Hargaret and James
Bent., &rexkiprasdipseErRE lersse eannot ramember the
names of her great grand parents. "Some of them so mix
upy them call them funny, funny name."

Children of Celss and letthew Bente IHHother have § for me
father, and father have 6 outside one. Clifford (4)
Bdelias, Ballard's Valliey; Alberta, Alberta, Ballard's
Valley; Clifton, side man on Witter truck, Clareta, work
at HMontego Bay: Rodella, a outside one for me father live
at Little Pedro. She married now name Elliott.

%ather have 2 children by ¥ Josephine Elliott: lecilda and
‘iris.

Home life.

Mle parents use to cuss and guarrel and fight."Asked how
fler mother got on with her father's other women. le mo-
ther and the woman them quarrel. Them never fight but
them keep malice.”

Her mother quarrelled with her when she was expecting

her first childs  "Me mother forsake me. le father didn
gquarrel with me. Him did love me. lie mother did want to
put me out a door,amd him say no." Asked who she liked
better. *well, a ccording to treatment, some people like
mother better. But according to treatment, I prefer ny
father any day. #He mother cuss me, tell me all wrong word
She ofifer all bad prayer‘dfor me." What? "She pray that
the baby tu'n cross way."

Uerese's children, “Have 4, 2 die.™ That what me have
Tiving, one it 22, and the other 16, so me no have no
small baby," (ne of her children Erfic Gsrdgn lives with
hie mother's sister Alberta Bent. Cyril “Yordon the other
son lives with Nicholas Elliott "with fe them own children
The children's father, Cecil Gordon, is now marridd and
living in Kingston. "iave picknie them for him before him
marpied. We newer live together in a house. Him want
Cyril now. Him say him wont suppoet the picknierherei
the picknie mmst gome where him is and the pickniw won
congent so me don force him."  Asked 1f Nicholas adopted
Cyril. "oyril go there as a friend. And you know, them
never exactly ask me for hims  Him feed and cloae(clath?e
him. so me jus' meke him stay. To tell the truth,I dem'
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have what to give thex, 1 can' even school them. NNone
o¥ them know the school door. I don' even have what to

eatg Sometime we have money,snd the hungry a kill we -
can get what to buy." ‘

Childhood

lleresa helped in the home. She was taught to wash and
clean floors. "That is our trade, you know. One thing,

we don’ have any husband to look after we, so we have to
do every little thing."

leresa and her mother were not very good friends. They
guarrelled of'tens

Hoy .

Before lyrtliy started to live witiBenjamin, she used to
gleep with llyrtle Stephenson, "She did have a baby, anc
it favour say she #if was lonely; so me sleep up there at
night time, and go to Valley in the days. The baby deac
nows " What was wrong? "She did have asthma and it seen
as 1f the baby take it from her."

Agked why she left lyrtle's place. She did spen* about
7 weeks in Manchester witlh her mother, so she say mus'

stay here till she come back. S0 me stay here. Is gox
friend, you,know. Anything him have him give me to eat,

but him don' clothes me." Herese was not able to say
how long she had been at Benjamin'sé houses
Ogeupation.

Meresa does washing, cieaning, and straw plaiting for a
living« "People send for me all the time to wash for
them., If favour say them don' want nobody wash Tor them
but me. After we live so loving. Me go to anybody yard
in the distriect ya and help them, and do me little plait-
ing, and get me Gd fe¢ help buy one frock." Gereldane
Lewis, wife of “evi “ewls taught hed to plaite "That
time 1t was 144 a hat."

Fuips¥ Poor Leliefl.

wWhen leresa's fool was very bad, she was given aid from
Poor Relief fundss "I get lots of money from Mr. Thompsd.
I get shillings (1/-) a week. Afterward - start to get
the ticket for 9ds I get the tickeb and I had to go for
the money. If I want anything to eat§ i give the shop
kegper the tlicket, and them write Mr. h@lﬂ,ﬂ‘ﬂ, anM XkEm
send the money to them. Sometime Salvation Army mgive
rice, flour, milk, sugar, meal, buy long 31me now, 13
never come. Merese is no longer on the "poor list.

- Ulcer.

had an ulcer for a nuuber of yearse "Them put me
§g§nh%ne very poor list. Government give we water free,
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g pang a day. ler sicter was also on the "poor list."
A Dbox did drop on the foot, and the box did have on a
Plece of tinlh.(tin) “ome time it better and leave a secar

th@qaize of a hapenny, and it fbroke out again. I was
at Santa Cruz with it for 6 months." In hospital? "Not
exactly hospital, was in the Alms House. Them dress it
there 3 times a day."

I put all sort of things on it.Simicontract never 'gree
thh its Another bush, red ballard, one them gall ver-
vine, one poison one, night shade.” *hese were boiled
together. 1 take it make a lotion. I rub up the vervine
and put it in the fool." Another bush she used was
"eateh bur.”

"I couldn' walk, whatsoever in the workd I want to do,
father have to carry me. Sometime me brother ecarry me.
Only so so vervine get it better. The bush them'gree
with you sometime and don' 'gree with me. So as them
give you a little advice, you have to iry 1it, I use
coconandi.” fBupposed tc De the bulb of the night shade.
"1 use all the white stick cassava; @rater it and put
on the foot." The uleer has been healed 4 years =ago,
she does not thindk ig will "break out" again.

Father's death.

Meresa was in the Alms House when her father died. She
did not know until 2 weeks after he was dburied. A
young men from here come to doctor at Santa Crugz, and hi
tell me that me father dead," Asked why they did not =Em
inform hLer before. "Perhape them think I would come out
before  better,"

Land

She owns a sge chain of land. It was inherited from her
father., 1lim dld bhave plenty land, but you know, little
worries, - him sell it out. Him only leave g chain square
for every cne a we, so that we can help we self after,
the death of him." Clifton, her brother, cultivates the
jand. "Whetever him work, him Bive me equal, like what
him take for himselfs" :

Merpesa does not know anything about Bemjamin's relatives.
"Him aid have a concubine name Behala Dyer, but him dead."

ouge

The interview took plsace in the houss. lieresw was pateh-
ing her dress all the time. ‘here was a big board bed
covered with heszgxxxmixm:Nix a sheet made of hessia, and
a blankete 'he hed was neatly madee One box, one
wooden bowl, a barrel with a trunk on top of it,and on
the trunk a tin lamp. On the table were 2 spoons, 1 fork,
6 empty aerated water bottles. +ihe aerated water was
seed at Christmas. There was also £ % pint botéie of

cola wine bottle. It was bought for 9ds The wine was
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also used at @hristmas. ‘here was a small bottle of bay
rum, and a small bottle with coconut oil. The table
was covered with brown paper. "Sunday day put on table
cdoth and put out the corckery ware. When/put them out
sometime, the picknie them draw it down." leresa saw
tha < was léoking on the t2ble and she gave this bit of
information without being asked.

)
"Some people them don have no money, nor clophes,adn
then tu'n down themseif. Hot be cause you poor, because
you poveriy, you mus' tu'n down you'self. If you have one
frock, you ean rub it outs Some ppople may see you X
looking fat, ls not h@?auaa you don poor, but you conten-
ted of minds You don' make things worry you,"
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Interviewed Benjamin Powell.

Tuesday.
27. L4e48. . Family Higtory.
I‘,Bi

Hother lartha Powell, Father James Powell. MNother's mother?
"Don; remember what granny name." Mother's father Willdam
Powell. Born in Thatch WalkR misk brother to Eliza Powell
and Andrew Brooks.

"Esther Roy raise me and me grow till me buy piece a lan'
and put up the little Hut ya. That is how me get to Dbe
living in Bull Savanah," Benjamin used to work in Esther's
home. He was not sent to school. "Never sen' to school by
- me mother, never sen' to school by me adopted mother.
I sorry I did not go to school, I can'f# say I regret it for
igs not me do it meself, but I really sorry. If is even a
xxx polite a little more mammerx, [ would be better. '

Land.

"Is only the | acre 1 live on.," Land was bought from David
Roye for £2. "David buy land from Susan Henighan amd I buy
- it from David." He works Maria Miller's land on Bhare.
"Don plant tomatoe, too much load, and I can' manage it.
Mle no have the strength to earry mould and manure to manure
the place, Plenty in it, but that is why I never sttempt
tomatoes. Plant koxskm® cassava, potatoe, gongo peas.
"Is just as muach to feed meself . I raise a little duib
t'ing, goat or pig to help memzif with clothes. IHave one
pig the other #ay, sell it for 30/-." He bought it for
1ly/- and kept it for 7 months before he solds it.

- Mliresa.only stop here, same as how Ethel did stop here by
feeling. She come from Ballard's Valley, and it favour say
ghe did not have any place to stop.

Mehals Dyer "had lots of children but they was not mine."
Ben jamin does not have any children. "We live together ilong
timee When we jus about to married, she dead. Now me
get old, can' managé woman again, so mef noh force after it.

Iishing.

Bene did not make much money from fishing. "But it keep me

a going,today you make L/- tomorrow 5/~ another day 10/-.
James 8mith, Allan Smith's father taught him to figh.
Asked if he sang plenty. "Work was hard a couldn sing.

If me did have strength a would a still in it. Sea work
want strong something, for him strong."

i 'g illness - Ben showed me wire received from the

% h%ion of the Black River hospital saying Ethel was much ¥
ﬁetter. e sent a wire to the Hatron “Monday'gfne week"
asking how she was, and he paid .for a replye. t cost me

1/6e "
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Top Bull Savannah.
Interviewed Denjemin Powell and Laban Banton.

I saw Benjamin at his home twisting thatch. He sald he was

going in his fiplds and could not spare the time to talk
with me. I should call on him tomorrow.

Laban said DeB. had visited him, end he would not be giving
his name to ano other person.

The Governmenb.

"lle no have nothing a KX give CGovermment for them not giv-
ing me nothing. A1l the book that you hear them going
to print, noh we same one have to buy ite How we must make
bock and them turn round buy it again. I know the Govern-
ment must make something off ite The book may come to sell
for 2/- and then the Covernment put on €d. What you sall
that, don' is the Covernment getting the 642" The Govern-—
ment fot doing one single thing for me. I have to do
everything for myself,"

Benjamin told Laban that he shoull not talk like that, be-
csuse the Covernment 1s regponsible for the people, and :
they have dome a lots If & person is ill in Bull savannah
$he smbulance cen easily be sent for, and he or she will
be well taken care of in the Black River hospital. Laban
did not agree with this. "The little time you spend in a
the hospital is you pay for it. Froy you was a young man
until now, you count up how much Government get from you."
Bendamin said the amount he peid in taxes did not amount

to "anything much.”

Laband said the people of Bull Savannah are independent.
"phem say Rlack River iz our hospital The other day some
people here have typhold, andthem pay them money and go to

Mandeville. Search through the whole Bull Savannah an&’yau;
won' Tiné one pauper. 1 tell you the Cover_nment don

have to do one thing for this districts”

The path leading to Rallard's Valley should be fized long
agos Denjemin said one of his teachers who was tember of
the Parochial Board recomended to the Covernment that

the road should not be fixed. "IHim say nobody naa use the
road, I hear when a road condem, is the hardest thing to
get 1t fix again.” Laeban caid a road was being cut

"down the bottom” behind Phiddip Thompson's house. They
are not working on the road agein. "See how mmch money
them throw 'way. Lhat would Hust be a waist for mobedy -
naa use that roads I hear it was to go right out to Yardly
Chase. Half of that money could use to fix this road. G8See
how they {ix out at the factory. All that road Adid want
was to widen and put marl on it. But you see theum Tix it
de, as white a come and white a gosround that sied.’

Harriages e
Marriage,laban sald is a man made law. "S8t. Paul said it is
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better to be married than to burn. 4And then he Eaidgﬂvery |
man to his own orders I wonder why him differ so guick.
Well the Bible say that Christ attended a marriage feast."

~ Laban is not yet married becausc he does not have any money

"&11 the same firet time married is not like now. Those
time 1t would cost you £20, now perhaps only £5. All thew
time you have to have pig and goat, now you don' have to
get all that."

I wont %o know now, a man and woman go to the Parson.

fhem pay him 7/6, him say a few words and married them.
Them come¢ home and about a week after, them start to cuse |
and fight. e now,1iving in sweetheart life ag them cell it
lle and the girl 1live good, we noh quarrel or ahything. I

Marriage;is not in any way different from concubinage. q

- want to know which one better? You believe when we dead,

the married one going to go to heaven, just hecause then
married? Me caan read, but nobody caan put that over me."
Men should not marry, when they are in their m?rly twentiece
"A man may marry when he ig 25 or eo. IHim don' go anywhere
Him don' know peoples Iim don' know about the-world.
When him is 30, him may go to Alligator Pond and meet a i
|

girl who him really loves Him come home now and start to
make trouble with the wife at home. Bometime she may not
flo anything wrong, but him just trying to get rid of her,
becauce him just £ind the person him really love,"

Very old wen should not marry young girls. "When the wife
édrese up herself and go out, she going to say what thie ol¢
men following me around fo', before him stay home to make
the fire."ﬁﬁ% Bhe will take fherskdxmam money and mims
support & younger men who she really loves. "Him is of no
use to hers”

Blectiones

Laban is not going to vote mi aXifnext year."Them alweys a
promise all sort a thingees The one de Coke from the time
him get in,aim don' remember a place name Bull Savannali.
I don' say tham can get everythihg tlhem ask for but them
ecan try. Them can meke we see that them trying, but them
don' try at alls Blight is a good man, a very good man
with the tomate industry and all that, but 1 not voting for
a soul except Jesus. The only way me will vote is if them
bring it to me house. If them say me will go to prisén
if me don' vote, well me will vote fé esmcape the prison.”

Colour.

He agked why JeUs and T.0Oe did not wvisit Top Bull Savannah,
vis because is pnly black naaga live up ya noh? Laban
heard that they were very nice peopls. "But only the
people down the bottom get thinge, We up here don' get
anything. Them believe the people down whe' them de a
white? @#hem noh white, them a quamins. If them want see
people like themself them must go to Ballard's Valley.




w9 e

Family Record 209s .

The Elliott them have high blood." Asked if the Elliotts
blood was higher than his. He replied, "No f¥f not that,
but if the bladed even high you must be able to eat YP some=
thing to keep up the blood." Ile was bent on talking of the
Blliotts' "high blood." "You sce Gs down ya {Beorgianes

Lewis) Viell is 89 the Elliott them stay. But no, she just
have a touch of khkexhikmmdz it. Some of them really white."
den jamin said Mrs. Enego also has very good blooit. "But she
ngt eaging the right things to keep up the richness of the
bloode . i

s
e
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Information from Ieo Powell,

who interv. Benjam'n Powell and MeresaBent
19,6448,

JeUe 20476484

.............

Powell Benjamin, 78,
Bent M@msa. 3.1.W1f@.’ 52,

Powell B@njaminﬁ Benjamin’s father was Jerrv Powell,
his mother was Narthe Powell, His parents were memrried,
They 1lived in Thatch Walk where he was born, Lives in
TeBeSe already for 58 years, He had one full brother:
Andrew Powell, dead, / e is known also as Andrew Brooks,
in Thateh Walk where he lived, Hes also one full sister
"Dowvy  Powell /this is Elizabeth Powell in Th,Walk/,
Benjamin Powell has no children,

Bent Meresa, She is his e.le wife, They became fPiends
2De ¥ vears ago, started to live togethre 7 years ago,
Merssa i1d daughter of Mathew Remmikx Beant and Siim=x
tCilese Remmx Bent, Her parents were married, She was
rought in parents”home, in Balleyrd’s Valley, Both her
parents are dead, Che has & nuuber of brothers and siters
Full brothers: Clifton Bent and Adeliss Bemt, both living
in Bgll.?all.; two brothers are deads Clifford and Sae-
miel” Twonfull sisters: Reberte Bent in Ballerds Valley
and Claretta Bent in Montego Baye Che hgs alsomtwo
halfsisters by father: Ieculda and Viris *ent, both living
in Ballayd’s Valley, "
She had two chlldren by eeil Gordon /fn Lowlands or in
Ballard’s Valley/: one is Egzre Cordon /living in Ridge
end working for Windy Elliott/, 21 years old, Ezra was xwm
supported by father when he wes small but now "is support-
ed by the mother”, UNext sosn: Cyril Gordon, 16 years old,
is ”supported by futher.” /frobably lives with the father,

House, land, farmin
Houses: 1 room, Eﬁﬁtaﬁ roofe 1 kitchen /wattle wall, thatech

roof/. Forniture? 1 bed, 1 table, 2 chairs, No tank,

Iend: 1/2 sere homeland,
//////Traea= 3 goeonuts, 1 ce.mango.

Ogcupations, source of living: they 2re “supported by
people around ahd by doing jobs like weeding grass for
the neighbours,”




