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S8inclair Lenora Hegd

F,5. 38 5,4, st ,Eliz, Black, ingl, ¥.3, Farmer

Hiller Hellie Dbaa y., a2, 13 » » " Ve3s S.Be
. Ralph son .5, 11 o » " W.2, 3.E,
" Hensa dau .3, 8 » . - Tede S K,

o Vincent son M, 8, & y " . X

e T PR

e e
S

Hepr farm in 1942,

N |
Under one acre,
2 svine, 1 hen= 3 doz, eggs,Garden crop
value £ 2, 1 avocado=20 pears, 5 mangoes=
205 doz, 1l naseberry= 52 doz,
.
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interviewed Leanora Sinclair.
Present Household.

Leanora Sinelair  Head.

Lena Miller Dau.
Ralph do Sone
Vincent do Son
Doret do Dau.

Leanora's nick name is Edith. "My own them don' have any
nick name, call then by them right name. Somedime when you

gatagt,s@ma of the nick name tham so ugly, and them call it
QUG 3

Family History.

Mother Francella Heathe. "die 16 years now." Father Jacow
Sinelair. Mother's mother Rachael Powegl "did not come

from pound here. INother's father Louis " eathe. Father's
mother Dorothy Sineclair, Father's father Daniel Sineclair.

Land

"Only 1 acre at home here." Ralph works on Pudley Senior's
land on share. The ecrop was not very good this year. Last
year was better. Leanora had a garden last year. Owing to

iliness she was not able to work one this year. che has
a small patch fof grass and she uses it to muleh her small

garden. She works as a sclector. lHas been doing this
work for 11 years. Selectors are paid 3/- a day. 1In
Ballard's Valley they receive 3/6s The little boy have f
good mind, Him will get land. Him will buy in the wood,
but him will have to pay dear for ite. Leanora inherited
the land from her mother,

Iliness.

ller Niece Mildred Mitchellwhom she reared is now living in
Kingston. "Me rear her till she 18, Me %teach her to sew,
and put her out to sewing, and her mother pay for it. I
hesr she in TeBe ward now. I fret so tell I can even sleep
at night.” Told her xhakx Mildred may recover. "Kalma,
a chinas fellow from round here had it and him get better.
Him father die from 1t and him Aunt give him the father
close (clothes) to wear and him catch its. The doctor take
out 7 of his ribs,him walk and bend, but him is quite better
That Aunt wicked to give him the clothes. Him cateh the
germg from it."

Leanora's first shildf Hellie is living in Kingston with

eanora®s sister Ina Roaches Ina work with white people
all the time. Mildred is teaching Nellie to sew. Iliiss
Ruby Blight taught Mildred to knit,

Mother's death
"I had a baby 6 weeks old when me mother deads Judge for

i)
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yourself. Oh Jesus Clhirist I hate to remember it, I hate
to think of it, poor me. Remember, you know only we 2 in
a the houses™ Ixmex¥dx I could not cook, and she cooke.
She was havin a cold and pain was coming. She did take
i-goutd-rob-geek~ the pob off the fire and her foot alig
on the fire wall and her face went réght over the pot. *he
steam was in her face, and she come right out in the raind

She said the head did feel fumny, but I did not take it for
anything. The night I hear her blowing funny, when I look
them two place swell"(she touched her glands). I use wamm
water, bay rum, and all that. I send Mildred to the shop
and sen' her to eall neighbour. Shaxkixsxiilixihe fallowing
gay She-never sleep at all &ghe was torment Sor the night."
She died the following day." Nhenxshkexdsag Them hide it
from me that she & dead. when I hear she dead, a drop
down same place on the wet dirt. Imagine, you know, me
and her 2 in the house and me lose her. Lose a mother so

good. All when she dead Néllie go pull her frock telling
her to come,"

Is not like now, we couldn' get doctor or sen' telegram for
doctor, by the time you to walk to Alligatér Pond, she dead.
Lord,me poor,fresh.mother, young woman, poor me."

Chijdhood.

Leanora went ot school in 5@l Savanah. "My teacher was
Teacher Harriett and Teacher Blake. Harriett is a Magis-
trate now at Junection After lcave sbhool Hother put me to

sewing with Mrs. Maria lee,and she bought me a Jones sew-
ing machine in 19i4."

Marian Rochester has the ma?hine nowe She pays Leanora
2/6 a week for using it. ®i¢ gheanp ~as dust and she did
want it cheapcr. Me say no, you must have congeience."

she used to help her mother in the home. "bake bammy and
sake them to 2ay. lie never keep no bad company. How she
bring me up and that happen.”(had a baby) 1 was in church,
I was a member for 9 years and the fellow come in the home
and give me Nellie, that was the first child and all the
others."

Leanora did not go out oftem. "If a even go a spree sun
ean' down you des else you wont get out againe All the
worR them 1itile one use hefore me, me lost in wonder many
days Me couldn use it before my mother.

iller - father of Leanora’s children.

"Him go to Ameriga 1945 and come back same year.liie hear hin
1ive with ohe ol woman up at fop Hill. Him own 3 apries
of his own - & man can live - and him coming ya from 1914
War. fvery body cry shame at him. I me mother was
alive, him wou}d have to married though."

Is catch she catech him. I hear hin get it in him drink
just sprinkle it in it. I hear is 16/- a ounce it sell
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at Boctor shope. The balm woman tell me that she run him
ng from me and the children. Is not love. 1im support us 80

nice. Him laboub hard. When you see food come home, me

can offer neighbours. I tell you, him hamper me life. I

fret over it til1l a Jus' lef to dead. I go to earry him

to court year before last, and it cost him over £lL. When

I gawn to law, him ring up lawyer tell him to throw off the

case. Hiim send me 30/=, His side cost him £4."

* wp

Them fraid of the Judge my there. Him rough on the man

thems Him say them just leadf the women astray, give

them the children and then leave them to starve to death.

Gertrudy Roy - first wire of David Roy

"Hiss Gertie was teaching here, but the pay was not high
enough, and she leave go to Ballard's Valley school."

ReriruRexitedxmrxheriwayykonaxfronxgehank, +he driver of
rertrudbés"buggy" was drunk. On going in her dress got between
the wheele. ne did not know what had happened, he drove
on, and the horse got Irightened "gnd drag her all the time)
she died from a broken nicks. "Beopleg say a han' set for
her." Why? "The man was so wil' and s@s him was getting on
well. She was a school misses, see ker nose yas." She
showed me her first finger to indicate how straight Gertrud
nowe wage "and if you hear the twang (how she sporke)
- $7het day Pull Savanah dry, Bvery hody lock up and gawn a
Valley." Leanora nupsed Gertrude's children when she went
to work. "liss Gertie was one nice woman. For about 3
months, Minister CGleaner her."

{

Jamaiean produsts.

Learora hsd some plaited sguw in the kitchen. the said X
many useful articles could be made from it. "I ha¥e to

~ say Jamaica girls is ingenicus. Amerieans could not make
them. I you see slippers that they make. I see some at
Bay one day, I had to hold them and look on them, and say
look ai Jamaica girl eh, only want good price."

The same thatch (pointed to plaiting) put some people 'pon
them foot. V‘ie Lewis, up there in 1914 war buy mule out
a it. Sshe sew the hat and sell it by the dozen. She
Mrs, Vie Lewis' don' do it againe 1Is in a2 her kitchen she start g to sell.

business All a we always go and buy, buye. Last year she enlapge the
shap., She only have one child." This same thatch buil' her
UPe 1
harles Lewis "Her husbebd wild no deer, Him de with him own daughter
Bt ' in law."

The thatch in the area has been destroyed owing to tomatoe
o planting. gilver thatch is abundant én Lsward property
™y in Westmorland, People ecarry it up on truck and sell it."

Blight and the electionss,

"I hear Teacher Blight going up for this side in next elec~
tion. Him must get in, lir, Sangster going up to". Him
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is only the lawyer for the growers. It is true if we have
any trouble, we go to him. Him bebter take my good advice
and don' go up. He is doing his part, but Teacher Blight
did more. Even the 1ittle one them ean talk about Teacher
Blight. Yes, Teacher Blight has done a lot for this dis-
tricts Him and lajor Moxy."

"Reacher Blight have a big fruitful wife., Her family did
not want her to married to him." Why? "Being Teacher black
Teacher is a wild man. Himxwildrexasw Since him leave
the school him get wil'er."

Tomatoe money

"1 hear Isaac Roy over ye so, drew £196. Calvin Roy make
£160, Major Mgxy and Teacher Blight must prespera"

Fish selling

ﬂﬁﬁnﬁﬁéa,to sell fishse "Fish used to be 1/~ a string and
I eouldn carry ite. Now a3 knowledge inecrease mere and
more, things become dearer and dearer."
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Informant Leanora Sinclair

Leanora and lpsg, Perecival Brooks hag a gyuarrel a few years
ago with IMrs. Percival Brooks. Leanora's children and
lirss Brooks' children had a little "fuss" irs, Brooks chil-
dren hit “eanora's and Leanora did not say anything.
Another day Leanora's children hit lirs. Brooks' and sks
raiiri lrs. Brooks called her children and told them to
get home and that they were not to play with Leanora's.

"I said oh! is so it Bo, your pickney them better than
mine, because you have on the ring. She start to call me
all the whore. And ] say to her -(a beg you pardon ma’am)
Whe'e you come from, you was a whore and is you come here
and teach me to whore. She get false evidence and carry
me to Malvern. Well, me go, me did have 2 evidence to',

me daughter Nellie and another #I person, but that person
never turn up."

"When we go to court the Judge say. "I see that all this
is £ cause from children foolishness, I think you ladies
should just shake hands and be done away with it." She
wouldn' do it because she know that she have her 2 false
evidende.Anyway, me had to pay £5, and it cost her agwhole
heap a money."

. - Eunice =
One of Yps, Brooks' witnesses wmmxaxgirk whm £ was reared
by Leanora. "You know thay girl suck me breast. ‘the
mother had to work and that time I hag& Nellie. The mother
leave her with me, and I put her at my own breast and Hrse
her, and now the girl go tu'n false evidence 'gainst me.
And you know her gramhmadream her and say she ghouldn' do
it. She talk it tell people. She tell my daughter that.
I go down 'pon me knee in prayer for her, I read psalms
for her." (this was said quite emphatically) "And you know
any body you do that fo' can' prosper. She have one baby
the cother day, it nearly kill her, and the boy don even
own it much more to look after ite. Him a boy, after him
noh have nothing."

lirse Brooks husband is a fisherman and when he is away
Wilbert Roy sleeps with her, "The husband seem to get a
thought of it and one night him go out and come in back.
The keep man did not know him was there and him come in
to sleep. Him call and the hugband answeb like is the
wife, that time the wife couldn talk. Then the husband
open the #ioor little. When the keep man see him, him run.
lle heer the man hunt all 'bout fe him with maschette.
Vhen him ask him what him come there fo, him say him come
fo' matches. So them call the woman matches. She wear
the trousers, but the man a get wise now, him beat her up
sometimes, me all hear him a eall her matches."

"People come and shake me haid',and say how me get me re-
venge quick  — [,,r how the woman get false evidence 'gaine
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me. I make her know say, that if is ring I want, I could
get it. I couldn' be a whore, for is one man can call my
name. She sick in de now, and xmm the keep man can' go de
look fe' her. larried now a days is not'in'.

r, & lirg, Same Elli@tt

She was not able to say what caused the quarrel between
lir, & Mrs. Elliott. hey are living at fBallard's Valley.
lrs.Elliott is the daughter of Aaron Rochester. "¥ou knov
some man funny. Him take out all the wife slip and panty
a show people how much she got." lLeanora said this im a
whisper. "You ecan imagine husband a do wife that? The
wife leave and go back te¢ her mother., #Him fret till him

get maaga. Him couldn' face the mifxx yard(mother in
law's) Him have to beg #enior go there with him. MNiss
Cindie never want the wife to go back to him a% all. Him
have to go down 'pon him knee and beg and beseech before
him could get her back. Them living alright now."

Illness in Percy. Brooks family & Use of Ambulance

Just as 1 went to Leanora's kitchen I saw herself and
Benjamin Powell talking in low tones with their heads/to-
gether. Dene left shortly after my arrival. Leanorsa
said "We was just talking about the bus (ambulance) how it
nice and pretty. Them have a child over the Brooks them
to go to hospital, b$fore them sen! for the bus and take
him to Black River. *hem goin to get car and ge to lan-
deville. He tell them any thme me sick don' spen' no
whole heap a mone¥y to get can, Send for the bus and take
me right to Black River to Dr. Johnson. Mus'e the Tittle

- tomatoe money them get them a apen' out. Anybody can

richer than “overnment?

lUrs., Bereta Roy.

"She have a daughter in Kingston doing nursing, you don'
know that one noh? She don' come home at all, when she
get her holidays she spen 1t at Magndeville with her nurse
fri?n’ them. She write*to the sister, but she mus'be
sen' things for the mother, She don' approve of the mo=-
ther 1life at all. All a them, all the Roy them agaimst
here. She have pickney for this little boy. The three
last boy them is for John Roy - yes ma'am is fe John."

Sometime the man sweetheart cu'se her you see. Them call

her all the bad fepance ( silver coin worth 3d) Thelma cry

and say. "Hama you bring all this on you'self." Bereta am

her children stayed at VWilbert Rochester's home after they

left the hospital last year. "She no even tu'n her eye

de from she lef. e no even see Willie come ya. Every
ohe a them 'gainst her."

The same John %oz de, me always look after him. The gran
mother Esther oy, did forad, she never count bastard, and
as him was a bastard, them never notice him." Esther was
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N“Qt \ annt of*Dudley Simpson. Me hear when she come ya, when
she jusn married, she come with her clothes in a one pillow
bag,. that's all she did -have. She work hard though,"

"The %gher day me beg John cut Vincent ha®tr fe me. Him
say him no have no time. Me say to him, John,you 'member
when me yse to cut them pretty corn row in you head, him
£ laugh and say yes. Him use to have louse, plenty and
me use to cut the hair for him and kill the louse. Them
other one wouldn} look after him, and now me see him take
the same grammasand put her in a bowl,zm& bathef her,and
put on her clothes."

Jane Browis

. beanora asked if I knew Jane. -She is a blind woman
1iving below Hustace Senior, "She téo bad that's why she
blind. She have venerial, but she say is han' set (obeah)
The two eye ball drop out in a hepy lap. Them have it in
saucer a show people, lle wouldn even look 'pon it.

I hear when them drop out she say-"What a darkness: What
a dark,world I am in." Me believe is man haid',venerial
eouldn® make smady eye drop ocut so. She have one daughter
name Hilda (not sure of name) bad same like she.- have
people husband."

& Hilda and Knight who works at the factory during the crop,
- were friends., Knight and his wife lives at Ballard's
/They used to Valley./ "The poor wife never see the man money. Him

live at Top Hill. mnoh gowg home till all 1:00 O'clck a night and him couldn'
work so late. She always lay wait the man all in a grass
phbece, same place whe' you walk de. . £ de the man live
with her. Afterward him rent place at Ballard's Valley
and the gal use to go there, One night the wife gouig
~ in 'pon them. Them wouldn open the floor and bhe broke
‘ the window." Both Knight and his wife were injured. e
had to pay the cost of repalring the house.

The friendshin between Hilda and Knight broke upe "West-
/Hilda morland, a shoe maker, take her/add build her up.

Thateh alke

"Real venerial place that. You can go there and si' down,
all 'bout. You have to be careful."” Leanora and the
Elliotts mex in T,W. are related. "lle noh bother with
them. Vhole h@ﬁ@ a girls live same plane and them'breed
ups breed uDs his man breed me and then him lef and
breed 7 'nother sister, Real bad life. Thateh Walk is
the home for Venmerial. It is a place by itself.”

"MW Falge Viitness

When telling me of lirs. Brooks' false witnesses. Leanora
said. "My mother tell me that first time, any body take
false evidence then swell till them bus. I tell yen‘the
only way I would make falge evidence is if thewy goin teo
hang youe. That time I will give false evidedce to save
ou life, but no other time."



~

aturday.
. giw‘» / hair

[e™a

~ J bo

&

o

. Family Record 191.
Informant Leanora Sinclair. '

lrs, levi Lewis.

"You see her de, is fish pan she start with you know. One
big man from Town who come at Alligator Pond to buy fish did
want to take her to Town. Him see how she preliy,xzx and
have nice/but the two foot 'pon groun'. She wouldn' gos

The man wasg a married man. Alithrough her poorness, she
have good min',." '

"The man Lewis always see her when she a sell the fish, and
him xswm gwan talk to her,until me hear say them married,
Now, see her de, me and her a family."

Dreams.

Leanora believes in dreamse. She dreamt sometime ago that a
woman told her to buy a ticket in the sweepstake. The woman
told hgr the number of the ticket, but she has forgotten it

Now. “he remembered the number the following morning, but

being so far from Kingston she could not get to purchase the
ticket. "If I could remember the nubber now, I would buy phe
ticket,and I would sure to get something."

Mother's warning.

One night after her mother's death, Leanora was sitting in
the bed with Nellie in her arms"trying to get hee/meny sleeps
Leanora was crying. "1 just her & whole heap a gravel throw
on the walle A me mother throw it you know, a chastise me.
Prom that night on a never cry again. A sit dowvn in a the
chair and a moan, but nothing like that ecrying again."

A member oneé evening I was outside with the baby and it was
getting dark. I hear a big stone drop. I Jus' teke up

the baby and go inside. A she, you know, a she a wann me
gay it getting dark and a should take in the babye"

Her sister in Kingston has a place to go wheme she can hear
her mother's voice. "ghe say sometime she crye. I eouldn'
go to hear it for I would ery."

The children's fathew.

Leanora seey to worry a iot over the treatment given her by
Miller - the children's father. She is always talking about

hime. '~ YIf it was ever Kingston woman, hém come back to me
long time, but is because I don' want to do it."  Asked how
he -would come backe "Him would come back though. " She

would not talk any more about this.

Graiss for planting.

"gan' get ne grains to plant. The peéple them who trade a
fown jus' hawk it up. , Vhen you hear of anything, you have
to run or clse you don get mone. ithen them go to Town

price lisi down 'pon LR, them have to sell it jus' as how

them buy it yas/”
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Menstruation.

Leanora used to suffer from painful menstruation. "Me
always in a bed for all 3 day. When you drink the sirong

- porier, with a little nuitmeg grater in it, drink it as

hot as you can bear it; 1t give you a ease."”

Birth Sontrol.

- L ¥ .
"Some woman don concelve so quick, because as soon as

‘them lhusband done with them, them take a wash out - use

the doush, "And you know, I never know that till I big
gnd start having children.”

Spacing of children.

Leanora did not wean her babies until they were nearly

2 years old. "Them say when you still nurse them, Litou
won' concelve. Me always nurse them longbecau' me fraid.
Soms woman conceive Wne? them in & room. 9 day ma'am!
Some a the wan them can' wait, Sthem too terrible." After
having one of her childrsen, menstruation did not start
again til1l the child was 2 years old. "le a fe go a
Miss Reta to fin' out what happen.”™ 1Miss Reta told her
what to take and menstruation started shortly after.

"Some people start menstruate quick, and them coneeive quick.

This one over ya (Bereta Roy) when the little boy 6 months
eld, she get the baby (John Roy's son). Hearly every one
a my pickney them L years clder than the other."

Preggancy.

During pregnancy she could not eat everything. "All I
did want was cabbage and saltfish; and the saltfish must
mrell bad; and wmoul'y barmy. e mother cook a whole pot
a it,and when I eat, I feel Nelly come up, like she come
to meet it; the way I 41d want it. I Jjust have to draw
me band tight and shake her down. “Yometimpe when the
baby give you mind for anyehing,and you don gst it, is
jus' like you gwin dead."

The pregnant wonan is not supposed to use a scrubbing bear
"It wi squessze the baby. Soume peodle weed grass and go
home and have the babyi poer neople who can' do better.
And you would & d¢ home say you can bend. Them say you
can' steon, it wi bring down the womb!

placed e
Leanora gmk her hand across her stomach and said, "ile geel
the very nand nove . One day I was doing something and
him move the hadd, and me hold the little hand, and him
take time slip right baek."

Child bearins snd @hurching of Women.

"Lord it veeribles anytime me take in with any one, me
hollar. The hardest thing in the workd, is when that
head snd shoulder to pass. The Prayer book say, you is
on the biink of hell."

"I hear them church a woman, when her baby christen. She is
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a married woman you know, I guess she pay 1/- for that."

f—ﬂ The woman referred to is lirs. Mary Lee. "I see lrs. Lee
: Cry , you see. She had hard travelling, mand gpome of the
txxx it tiétt%e gal them jus' Tling khex out. Some don have hard
Ca

Courtship.

She met Miller while going to school. Ile used to ecall
to her on the road, but she did not want to talk with him.
as she was afraid of her #lather. "When we a come on,
me de before and him de behind. Him a talk, and me a
listen, but me 'fraid." Leanora was out one day, and on
her return she Heard a man talking with her mother in the
house. "le say, who is this strange man, when me go in,
me see him (Miller) me frighten you see.™ Afterward me
= mother leave we go a kitchen, I didn know what to do."
: Miller kept on visiting her at her home.

"One night me mother gone to set up and him come there.
Is so you see him get hold a me." Leanora did not know
she was pregnant, until she felt the child moving within
here. "After me en fool, me didn' ,know nothing, yod know.
When the baby born, every hody sel presents for her. Akl
the man people themy, Him was a big ol' man, and him never
have no pickney yet." »

- Being ashamed.

Leanora was ashamed when she found out she was pregnant.
"I '"membegr one day, I see Charlie Lewis, I go hide. Him
say, Don hide me dear, that's the way of the world.”

¥/ Dreams cont. from page 6

Leanora believes in dreams.  If she dreams of a white per-
son, she will be successfulin whatever she intends to under-
take "If the ammady black no bother wid i'."

o e S

Leanora doeg not know Kingston. She knows, Mandeville,
Black River, Malvern, and 01d Harbour.Bull Savanah boys
played crigket at Old Harbour and she accompanied tham.'
"put a mue know Kingston thoughs I say a going de nex
crops"

Selling.

— slje mells sugar head to the people around. fhe sugar is

o kept in the Kitchen. It is generally bought at Alligator
Pond for Ld and ikxisxmmif she sclls it for 5d. "“e buy this
right here for Ljd. so is only 7d me gets. Lena couldn' get
any Saturday, it was selling at Alligator Pond for 5d, and
she couldn' buy ite" This week's supply of sugar was bought
from a boy passing through from Hanchesters



o »Wa

- 12 -
Family Record 191

Information from Leo Powell
who interv.lenora Sinelair
19,6048,

J.O. 20.‘7.4‘8.

Present household,
Sinelair Ienore, 494 I <./
Miller Nelly, daughser, 19,
Miller Ralpf, son, 1€, i
Hiller Lena, daughter, 12,
Miller Vﬁ.zm&nt, 501y Ve
féﬁ%lar Dorret, deughter 6 4. |
5 ,

Lenors S,ima%gir is an outside =x child of Jaecob Sinelair
and Francelia Heath, She was grown up in her mother’s

home, She has two half brothers by the father: Cecfil
Sinclair in Be.S. /Overroad/ and Imther Sinclair, living
in Morant Bay, andtwo half sisters by the father: Rhodella
and Edna Sinelair, both living in Kingston, °She has also
ome half sister by the mother: Inea Reaech, living in King-

, d /ce Onee she was along with George Miller
rom Top Hilil, y became friends in 1929, They never
lived togethere in ome common home, She had & children,
out of whieh 5 are alive and living with her, A1l children
are supported by the Rakm» father, ARIxharxeiitdrer

House, lund, faming,
er house 1s one room house with thach rooff Furniture

poor: 2 beds, 2 %ables, 3 chairs. 1 kitchen, No tank,
I,nd: she owns only 1/2 acre of homeland, Works Dudley
senior’s land. Her son /16 years old Ralph/ is doing this
woprlke and 1s deseribed &s ecultivator, This 1/2 acre was
inherited by her from her mother,

Treas: 5 robin, 3 common mangos, & few babana and a few
eoffee treces, Robin mengosbringz her some income: got LS
from it for the previous year,

Cultivations: 4900 tomatoy 140, 1/4 ace cassava, 2 sge.ch,
eorn, 1/2 ac, congo, Anfimals® 1 pige

Ogcupations? FHer daughter Nelly 1is drescmaker, She is
on apprentice. lens snd Vincent are in scfool /4th and
1st year/.

Spendings? 10/~ weekly on foode L15 last year on clothing,
13 « on doctors

Religion? Lenorsa S, is an anglican,

(A R BE




