N : Fam,Rec, 176,
c.D, 22 Sbd. 14, Household: 7 p, 2 4.
Eeath Benjsmin head M.}, 84 St, Eliz, Bl
" Catherine wife F.M. 94 1,1, " e A w.g. Ifg;:ker
Sogth Phillpp nephew M,S,., 25 i colour, " X laboure
Vonrict neplew M,S, 3 - " Wl -
s o s 0 0. e e - i s S e ‘4 ------------------ + -----------------------------
| ’ W) ) v
) ,L yt K

His farm in 1942,

Operates this farmland as owner or part
owner for 64 ysars,
i/ _Owns 12 acres in ® parcels: 5 md 7
WAV acres resp,
2 Mzin income trom vegetables,
No lsbour employed, Works $46 weeks p,a,
5 days PeW. 2 hours p.,d,

2 ac, under cultivation, 4 ac, cultivable
but not used, 3 2c¢, in grass, 1y ac woodland,
1z ac other,

Total value of farm £ 80, of builldings® 22

1 catchiyent

' 0.2 ae, tomatoes= 1500 lbhs,

1 ackee=? 4 avocadoes{2frulting)=20 doz,
9 breadfruits(l fruiting) = 10 doz, 3 ccaonuts
= 72 nuts, 9 mangoes= 100 doz, 7 budded mane

goes ( 2 fruiting) = 20 doz, 4 pawpawss 48 ,

ag, corn = 2 bush, 1 ac, congo= 1% bush,
i ac, cassava= 600 lbs,
1 sheep, 1 swine,
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Present louse-hold

Benjiman Heath  Head — 89
Phillip South Adopted Son ~ >0 ~
Adelaide Slmpeon Phillip's wife(cels) A
Avril Sopth Son

Daniel } "

Vivansk. Soth [0

4delaide is the daughtor of lIda Dyer and Hezekiah
Simpson « Her parents are from Jumetion. They are both
alive « They are not married but they are living toge-
there They have 12 children , She is 28 years old .

~“he read to the 3rd standard at school ., She was
taken from school before she was 15, She had to help at
home , as she was the biggest girl for he parents.
She helped_at home for a while , and afterwards went out
to work o “he was 13 when she started to worke She 4id
domestic's work in Chpjstiana with Miss Iey Allen work-
ing for 6/- per monthe he worked also with Adlin Simpson
in Mandeville for 10/= mer month.

She stopped working after a time and came to Junctior
to live. After she came home she and Eghert Simpson be-
came friends « She has three & children for Eghert . The
three children are with Lgbert one year now.

Later on she and Egbert »arted and she and Phill:p»
got tobe f{riends . She has two children for Phillip .
It is three yearse since she has come to live here with
Phillipe.

Phillip's Parents.

Ilis mother is Hebeccz Roy . “he was born in Ballards
Valley. flnatlt Benjiman adopted Rebecca from she
wac O months old . Rebecea was sister to Benjimahska t=
wife Catherine lHeath (nee Rcy). Catherine and Rebecca
were on- father , but not the same m mother « Fhillip's
father came frog Junction . Benjiman does not remember
_South's christien name .

Rebecca's mother was Annie lMcLawerence from Ballards
Valley « Csastherine's parents were Catherine Miller famx
of Bull Savannah and Fredrick Roy of Alligagator Ponde.

Benjiman ie 90 years old « He is very weakR and
can scarcely work for himself . Phillip takes good
care of him . His wife died in 1945 , she was 95 years



ale Family Records. % | /5

4 0ld « Benjiman's parents were Benjiman Heath of
2v1l Savannah and Cicelia lessam of Ye Se dsitricte

Ogcupation .

Phillip worke on Mp Willie Jacecbs' truck as a
gside man « Adelaide does not know how Phillip ie
paid. .

Adelaids am works at the faetory , in the packing
house « She wem wraps tomatoes at 1.4 per hox. She has
been working there for 6 years « She gk got her job
from My Forder who used to be the Supervigor in the
packing house . She worked in the erection of the
factory , carrying stones , ahd dirt , and mixing mortar,

When the worlk at the factory is closed down, she
weshes clothes for a fow people in the district « She
washes for lirs Johnson and Miss Lucinder Elliotte. She
is paid 1/C per day vwhen she washes

Phillip has another son by Eunice Lemard  The
son's name is Vanrick . ¥Vanrick does not stay with
his father , he visits his father sometimes. Phillip
is 27 yvears olde.
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April 6, 1948,
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Ed, F,.
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Phillip's mothers
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Intervéew with Benjanin Hesthe

Benjamin is 89, He was born in 1859, He shares
a single room with his adopted son Phillip South,
Phillip's c,1, wife Adelg#ade and Philliip's and Adeliadels
3 children: /
1l, Vanrick South 10, /%
2, Orville South 2, /// L
3. Dyoniel South 1, (¢4 i |

]

T
Thehouem was formerly a tWo roomed structure, The
othker room was blown down in a hurricane some years ago,

Re Phillip
Mrs,

Pnillips mother/Rebecca South, nee Rebecea Roye,
was adopted by Benjamin when she was 9 months old,
Reébeecea now dead, was sister to his xizkmxx Wife
Mrs, Cgptherine Heathe, Rebecca grew up with himself x
and his wife till she was a wommn, He sent her to
school wbhen she was a girl, but 4id not sent her to
learn to do anything after she left school; in spite
of that she wos able to make her own dresses -'"she
conld cu' and make any sort of dress and yet never go
to learn sewing,” She had Phillip before she was married
to South whose B8hristian name he does not remember,
Neither himself nor his wife quarreled with Rebecca be-
cause she had a child before she was married, %They did
not quarrel because they had given their consent to
Rebecca's friendship xm with South,

Previois to her marriage to South R€becca nad used
to live in o room which axxizxkme oneof his sisters had
left on his lend,when she went to Port Limon, This sister
had died in Port Limon, Rebecca had shared the roon
with any male companion, This room had got too"shaky "
however md Behecca had had to leave it and return to
share his 2 tooms with himself and his wife,

Rebecca's courtship,

Rebecca's association with South had come about as
follows; South met Rebecca, They talked, South came
to hhe house to ask his permission to %x being friends
with her,

Sagid B-njamin: -"Him spoke to me because I was the
master of the yard, Girls always give us a sign before
sueh things, <+he sigh on this occasion was that she
cleaned the house twice one day instead of once as m&e W%
usual, She elean' in the orning, and then in the even-
ing again, A said to my wife, -what happen that Rebecca
elsening house two timefd today one? It mus' mean some-
thing!" To Rebecca he said -" Rebecca, why y'u
clean house xmidxy two time today one ?" Rebecca told
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/woman

him -"A young is coming here,"  HExdidxmzk Al®ight was
what he said then,

"In the evening the young man camc into the yard,
He was a fellow a kmaw before, A abBk him if is mi him
come to or is mi wife, Him sey (say) that is a young
tadzfthat live in the gard that him was talking xxxhikkt
Rioexpmaxxkx with,"
He

Benjanin Challenc cg: On hearing that, Remjxmirn told 8outh -"Well sa,

b me

perhaps the footing y u come heee on perhaps a wont
agree with that, A ask him if him have a home, Him sey,
-'not exactly, but a jus' begin to settle, "™

Here Benjamin added in explaination -"Y8u know sa
them young man love sweetheart 1life,"(c,l. marriage) He
was f#rmly resloved that he would not any "sweetheart
life living," Explaining what he means by"sweetheart
life" he said -"Sweetheart life is living together b -
for them married: some doe %mxk living toghther an'
never married,"

He told South -"If y'u see the g£x¥» girl an' you
like her, an' you want to tzke her make a wife, a will
marry you in mi own home, until y'u can do better, Him
was quite agree,

Having spoken to South and assured himself thet
the man meant to pet mmrried he allowed him to come
to shere house with himself his wife and Rebecca, They
all occupied the same room, The other apartment was
the hall, No one slept in the hall, Sometime after
South came to share house with Rebeecca, she hecame
pregnabt, (As already stated, neither Benjamin nor
his wife quarreled with kkmxx R _.becca, That was be-
cause they knew she would be ge%ting marricd and had
had his permission to becoming friends and to get
married,

Phil 'ip the child been to Rebeeca and South was
abatt 2 years old before they got mmrried, In kecp-
ing with his promise, Benjamin begen to dbuy up things
1ike "married clothes,and things," for Rebecc ., "The
man was fising up himself"in the meantime,

His parents

Benjamin's mother was Mrs, Cecila Heathe, nce
Messam; his father Benjamin Heathe, Cecila and Rz
Benjamin had 3 boys and ) girls, Be is tle only one
of these 8 childemalivs, He inherited hisfather's
home, and ¥W&x 45 acres on which the pw was built
b 't he sold the premises to David Roye, He did that
when he was in neced of some money, e did not aay =o
when that was,



gis children

Phillip (adopted son) aside, Benjamin had only
one mRxxm@x shild -Daniel Sterlinge Daniel was not his
wifes child. His wife had no children for him. He
had Daniel before he was marriedes Daniel went to EEx
48-2904e “anama in 1904. e used to write home from
Panama, but has not been heard of now for some times
Benjanin believes he mmxtdhzxdsxdx has died.

His wife

Catherine his wife,used to do"speculation,"on
bammies anq fry-fish at the Junction market, and at
Alligator Yond.

His wife also used to help nurse sick peo le. He
said with some fgeling ="Oh sir thecre is a reward in
hcaven for her. She was a blessed souls A t0ld her
to follow 8hrist footsteps and do ggood on earbh.ox
Exxxkxx Soelime for 2wo three weeks a don't sec her."
She would go to"nurse sick people_in all districts
Ballards Valley, Chocolabe Hole, Rose Hall, Allig tor
Pond and even Port Sees™ " Come people called her
Aunty Katej she was generally known as Bull Savannah
VMurmae (mother)

She never made any charges for her servicess
-"Never charge a pernye Sh' jus' lef' it to the good=-
ness of the person who c¢all he: Xhkxk-whether the person
who is sick dead or recoverthem could give her a treate"
Sometimes got presents likg a rons headkerchiefs etce
Sometimes she got moneyes He did not seem to want to
say how muchemoneye. e

The Junction markete

The market at dunction began in 1914e It broke
up many years after. H e cannot remember just when, nor
does he remember what Wwas the cause of the breaking upe
"It was really a horse market. Horses mules donkeys and
pigs -any animal that y'u have y'u could get sell there.
A sell many head a mule there , but now a get weak and
can't do nothings If d4dmli-hewe a didn't have that
boy (Phillip) in the yard, and this young lady (“delgade
a don't know what a would doe.

Benjamin walks with a slight forward stoop: he
is remarkably preserved for his agee He was we fing
a pair of sahdals made from an old motor vehicle
tyree His clothes we.e well-wornybut clean and whole.
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Interviewes

INTERVIES WITH BENJAOIN HEATHE.
Yo

Benjan in wasplsnting red peas called french
beans on the land from which he had taken offhis
crop of tomatoes, Thespace was about a § of an
acre, The tomatoe plants lay in heaps arounf the
gardeh, The sticks used in thetomatoe crop lay
heaped under themango trec, It was about 2:30 p m,
Mr,Ben had been planting since morning but was give
ing up then,for the day, because hisback was aching,
To plsnt the beans,he had teen bending from the waist,
For his age his vitality is marvellous, He had
planted sbout 2 sq, chains of thaarea. He remarked
hels going to pile together the o0ld tomatoe stalks
and burn them,

Major Moxy

488&d he " Ypu know that gentleman name Mr,
Moxy? 1Is him bring tomatoe come here, Oh! its
2 blessend thing him bring here, The smallest
child can esrn a little money from it,"

Career

Penjamin shared house with his parents mnix
to the time of their death, It was after they had
died that xhey got married.

School: " I spen' mi whole school years in
school, At our growing up age them was not
partiffflar about age, Any time you parents can
manage them sen' you," (to school) He does not
remember at what age he lef{ school,

After 8chool; he was a fisherman and a cul-

tivator, He learned to cultivate before he be-
came a fisherman, He cultivated "everything™ -
sweel potatoes, cassava, and tobacco, He sold
Adalmost all thetobaeco, but, said he, "a couldn't
sell all the food, We have to save someof that

to eat, We couldn' =sell out weself, He cultivas
ted on the land he how lives on, He did that slone;
henever employed any help,

At Fishing:"When I start fishéning, I was
a big man, If I was having children I would
have plenty by that time,’

He has never owned a boat; he has a.ways
worked for some one, He had his own fish-pog@s,
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Those for whom he used to work were:

1, Horatio Powell of T,B,S, Horatio is dead,
2, Johny Powell of Alligator Pondj-also dead,
3, Gabriel Stephenson of Top Hill; deceased,

{ The only fisherman for whom
Rochester) he worked and who is yet alive®
4, Charles/s4%es~s=s0n of Green Olive, Charles
lives in premises adjoining

Mr, Laban Roecrester's,
Charles is the last fisherman for whom he fished,

He never fished on the half, Said he, " I
always fishen 'pon mi own dependency; & buy mi
own tackle,” He had 4 fish-po@s; was never allowed
to fish with more then 4, -fhe ceptains of the
boats did not allow, *

3ome of the crew &"hands" wit: whom he ased
tc fish were, on the Horatio Powell boat:
1, Thomas Elliott of Thatch Walk,
2, Bingham of ®hdd Town,
34 William Lec of Top Bull 3avannah,

With JOhﬂI FPowell:
1, John #gye of Alliga/tor Pond,
2, Agustus Forde, of A ligator Pond -father of
, his(Ben's) wife,
3. Fedrick Roye of Alligstor Pond,
(Not§: Johny Powell was an Alligator Pond fisher-
man,

Ben does not remember who were the'"hands"
who used to work with him on the Gabriel Stephenson*
boat, Those who worked wikh him on the Charles
Rochester boat were:
1, Simeon Hochester of Green vlive. Simeon was
A harles father,
2. Urish Sinclsair of Comm&c Pen,

+he boat capteins,their names underlined =as
above, were in each case owner of the beat they
capteined,

re

Conditions/m@ his sales: He always sold f r
cashg nesver did any credit; he had no need to
gnxsny credit, ="Y8u have more fish buyer than
y'u have fizh to sex:-skemy supply them, Y'u
have to sell plenty for s 64 to'y, but fish was
plenty.”

Fish were not then weighed, Hverybody sold
catcheas "by the string," Fish "was plent¥ful:
a that time fish dey?'(Thet was the time of plemsiful
fish) He had no s ecial customers, He sold to
anybody,

He ceased "fishening a good time now —sbout
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15 years ago, He dates the time he ceased to fish
by the occurence of a ma jor zurpicane in whiech,

-said‘he "All mi teckle -mi fish-pots got lost, A
didn'f feel to fishen no more after that," He
had tired of the fishing life, He decided to re-
turn to full-time cultivation, fie had used to
cultivate part tine during the periocd he was a
fishermen,

REARERE X RSP X R IR R S X R AN IR X KR EANE XA X LXK XER
He risled imsgmadxmX rather then cultivotead
because  ="a coilld get a few ready shillings,"
He did no' like the ses life, It was dangerous
~ because "many life got lost out there,"” Do gou
think thore were other men wh, like it? ~"Plenty,™
Some wouldn' do anything else but fishening,
Plenty man wouldn' put them han' in the eap$h ;
them love the f'is ening," 3till he does not
think they have much love for the sea, He believes
there was only love for the money men could get
from the sea,

-In the kitehen:

B The interview was given in the kitchen because
it was then raining, The building was t'&tchmEgx
roofed, The sides were partially thstch,partially
boards and 0ld piece of -ine roofing, It messured
about 19 £eed by 9 feet, ( 4meters by 3 met rs)
It had an e:rth surface swept e¢lean, In one cor-
ner were two picces of boe rds Xyimx placed flat,
side by side, and having the edds supported Ny by

. EX a box to each, Th:se boards formed thus,a
Sipt supporting surfoce about 6 feet in lénghh
and gbout 2 fest wide; ( 2 meters by 60 c,m,)

Little Baniel wes sleeping comfortably on thés
contrivance, He lay on some bedding made from old
erocus bags -~jute sack-cloth, The contrivance,s
evkdently & kitchen cou¢h, appea~s to be used re-
gularly by the adult/ members of tke household,

Adelisde's act vities

Rdeliade wes cooking the evening meal, A pot
of about 8 cquart size boiled =me#s#iiy audibly on
a brisk Rxxmx open fire mede on the spacious fire
plece, She oecled somexm swe:t potatoes, wash-
ed them in puddirg-pan, and then dropped them care-
fully in the boiling pot, 3he was cooking some
food -ground provisions, she said, She had sent
to the Little Pedro fishing vil age to get some
fish, ©She would wait for thet after the food was
cooked,-if byxmizfmeiuwmExit did not arrive in time,

Sheep rearin
Mr, Ben keeps sheep, ile has 2 heads of sheep
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now, He used to have as many as 4, One of the
2 heads he now has,is a mother sheep, *he oth r
is a lsmb born to the motkr sheep, e 'will
sell the lamb, He always does that;-the mother
sheep isxaIwayxxkxixe has lambs Tairly often,
"People" who buy his lambs take tle animals to
Ringston where they sell themgd to butchers,

gervicing the ewe: When he wants to have
hésfewe serviced hef borrows a rem, Ue always
does that., Wh.se ram? ~"Issac Johnson's," Issaec
never charpges for # this service,

During the talk Mr, Ben smoked comfortably
from a homc made pipe, He used home grown tobacco,
He did notmbkg the pipe; he bought it, but had
lost the original pipe stem,and had had to sub®
stitute %ZR® a bemboo stem for it, Tle pipe hLowl
is made from s loecal wood -the root of a tree
Ben said, He wears dark glasses, but his sight
is pooqd,
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Druvm from the reecord,
‘.o. 14.7.‘8.

sent [¢)

Heath Benjamin dﬂmf&ix?ﬂnmi 89,
South Philtp, adopted som, /31 by Cemsus/,

Simpson Ad-leide, Philpe c.l. wife, < ©
South Vanrick, their son, 10, "
Smth 0"111.. 2 [ ¥ ] 20
South Da".l.. ) 'Y 1,

For the femily rolatfonshipg see the record,



