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Interview vith Isabell Holnessé Thomas Powell

rresent louse-holds

4 J ‘
Thomas Powell Eatherwi\f el
Isahell Holness Hothsr w9
Eileen Powell Daue &
Rupert " Son
Herbert © Son

Isabell's parents are dead « They were Ann Vell-
ington and Lewis Holness of Bull Savamnah . Hor
father did not marry her Lxkker® motlher . Her pareats
ars dead, her father died 20 years ago and her mother
L4 years Ag0Oe

She went to school for a snort time , but did not =
stay long enough to learn to read "Me mother aoulq&

nt manage to keep me in smhool , a did plenty of us ,ana
i! did hard fog¢ her after me father dead".

¥hen she stopped from school she had %o go and
work for her self. 9%I' did hard me had to weed grass,
6d a day , and sometime trade 'pon cassava , or pedlar
£igh sometime", She did her trading for three y-ars .«
It is 11 years since she had stopped kexiEx trading .

She is 30 years old « She has 5 children , one
died and Lt are alive . One of her sons is in Americae
That son hedps her very muech , he is there [for three

"/ years . "a good son to me "e

R She has been living with Thomas for 20 years .

They are Boing to De married in April this year. She is
working at the Manager's house as a gardner « She gets
9/~ per week for the gurdmarx gardening . “he cleans
the office too , getting 3/~ for deing it

She has been working at the factory from the work
begane When she is not doing the gardening , she works
in the house , running errends or doing little odd jobse
It was Major Moxsy who gave ner ihakxgal the job she

\fis now doing e "They never rind a fault with me .

Thomas is the son of Hubert Powell and Adinah Neil. He
is 31 « He cannot read . He was not sent to schodl .
"Never Mnow reading did have any use"..He has
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: children , five with Isabell and one with Elsie
Holngss frow Bull Savaunsh » Cisie's child is Kenrick,
Kenrick /sedys with his mother , but he visits his m
father sometimes.

Thomas was once u risherman, but he has stopped
fishing now < ie is not so strong as kmfm=ex he used to
bes His pariner in fishing was Chakles Rochester . He
worked as a hand with Charles,. Once he had his own EER
boat and went by himself.

He is now cultivating in the woods « He lives on RX
his father's land.
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Interviewed Thomas Powelle

e grew with his father until he was 12 years old ,
then he ran away from home . His parents did not want him tec
leave home , so one night he ran away . He went to siay
with one Alty Martin <from Breeze Hole in Manchester . He
stayed with Alty for a few weeks and thern he left. He did
not like the place « It was toom bushy .

After he left 3Breeze Hole bhe went to Warsop , in
Trelawny . fie was not geing to any one specially . He met
on hieg way in Warsopr omne lr Hezikiah McLish . Mr MelLis h
asked him a few questions - where he is from and where he
vas going to « He told lic Lish he ran away from home and
was looking some one to stay with «

MeLish asked him if he would like %to go home with himm
he sald yes , and he went with MeclLish « He stayed with
MeLish for twelve years « He worked in MeLish's cultivétion
and helped to do every thing at hom e « Mclish ecared bim
like a son

e got home sick after a while and came home 4 though
ligbigh did not want him to come « He came straight to his
father's home and every one was glad to see him .

His naasg»

He stayed ia father's house until his father built
another house and moved into the new house « Hisg fagher gave
him thse old house kR after his father had moved nﬁﬁ. He does
not know when it was built or the cost of idte is father
did every things The house is made of spenish wall « I%
has one room +

There was not a chance of seeing ?he inside of the
roO0T o *he house was locked and Thomas  ¥RERXRESEEXER=
was at Adolohusd? yard where the intervigw was done. He has
a kitchen almost as big as the house « He built the kitehen
five years ago « He spent £4e 15« Co tb build it .

Hig Cultivations.

e plants a few hills of vam on h§s father's land .
He doee not pay rent for the landd he uses , meither in
cash nor gindg He and his father cultivate ; acre of land
for Miss “waby at New Forest o They work on partnership .
/hen the crop is reaped each nerson get® % of it »

AxXAxEIRX

The chier things they plant m are cassava and tomato .
He is not compelled to help his father with the fathers
1ittle culitivation at home , if he fees like helping -he Rmm
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does so « His father does not demand his help « He is
not dependent Bn his father . "lle no say if me in a trouble
him won' help me , but away from that me try help me self".

His Living .

All he does for a living mis to paant the tomato »
and he does not get so much from it . The small portion has
te be divided between three veoplc « He does not work for xm
any ones

F.y
Son in Q&P;ggg

Granville +$he son in Americe helps his mother and mkx
step-father very well . He sends " alittle rajse for them
now and them", sbout two or three times for the year .

Stocks

Thomas has one little pig that he got not so long ago,
that is all the stock he hag o



Satur&ay .
10« 7+ LS.
De B

.

was /

. Interviewed Thomas Powell & Isabel Powell

Isabel had four children for *homas s Oone is dead and
three are alive  The children are t-

Elaine Powell — '©
Rupert “owell .. -/
HerbertPowell ¢

L;ggfgghe other daughter is dead . Elainex goes to school,
she is taking the 3rd.Yeap Examination . “he has passed
it onee . The father and mother are trying hard with ?
Elaine "to seeif she x can cgme out to something £ good 4
and able fe help herself"s “he is taking lusic Lossons
from Miss Blythe/ one of the school teachers , of the ;
Bull Savannah Sclool. When she does not go to school,she
h@lpﬁ@ith the work of the house . —

e . 1
He goes to school too , but Herbert has not reached
the school age as yet . i

Isabel's son Granvilike | |
Granville's father/xs William Powell . William is dead

now o When Isabel became pregnant with Granville gshe was g
living at her grand mother'shouse ,Sarah Powell . Sarah |
Powell is her mother's mother . Sarah Dyer ,Isabel's first
cousin was also living at Sarah Powell's house . After e
Isabel's baby was born Sarah Dyer took the x child , or
adopted the child » ;
1

The child grew with Sarah until he left for America «
Sarah sent Granville to school , and he read x to the |
5th standard « It is three years since Granvklle is in j

|

America . Hessend presents for his mother all the time .
He sent 12/~ for lis mother's wedding present .

they mar

4

‘homas and Isabel are now married o They were married
on the 23rd of May, at the &g Anglican “hurch ,by the
Revde Immanuele "We couldnt marrféa;%éfore because we no
did have any thing fe take do it « "o did ﬁave money. Ve
just work it out o VWe married this fe change we life , and
make we feel good , we this feel fe do it.s Make a tell
you the whole truth ya , we married fe we children sakes
We trying with Elaine and we doubt that ,that wi' turn her
down , and we dont want fe see her turn down". = “

Thomas and Isabel fearx that if they are not marriad‘
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/ respectable way they willprevent Elaine achieving to
a higher standard of life in every way , so for her sake,
and/mfr the boys as well they decidedto get marry &

"8ome children would a married some time , but through
them parents no married it keep back the children J If m
any Dblot xk dey pon the parents the children suffer . le
know one man up a lialvern this because him no did play feag
and make him name write down in a Govermment book , him ]
have money,and yet him children them caan get in a not a
thing + As poor as we be we have fe try fe live good , so |
that,that won' keep them down ", %




