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Brooks Samel head, M,S, 40 St, Eliz, Black Angl, W.3, Farmer
_-___-_____-___,________,,ﬁfiii:-________---______-___ __________________

His farm in 1942,

Operat es this farmland as owner or part owner
L " A for 18 years,
e ! Owns 6 acres rents 1 acre (7 ac, in 2 parcels)
| 5\, The one acre rented from “atherin Miller
1 who lives in Kingston, Pays rent in kind, uration
L of remtx¥2vmurik xx rengsl 12 months,
Main source of income - mixed farming,
Employs Xskomx 3 labourers for 26 weeks per
annum, "orks himself 52 weeks p,a, 6 days p.w, 8
hours p.d.
4% acres in cultivation, ¥ ac, in guinea
grass, 1 ac, woodlands, 1 ac other,

Total value of farm £ 70, of buildings £20,
1 catchment,

Cultivations:
0.1l ac, cabbages=500 heads, 5 rows okras= 440z
3 rows peppers = 50 lbs, 2 rows pumpkins=50,
O,1 ac, escallion = 40 bund, 0,4 ac, tomatoes=
4000 lbs, 1 row water melons = 5 doz,
1 ackee=100 heg 8, 2 avocadoes=50 doz,
40 bananas = 10 bune, 2 coconuts = 120 nuts,
1l guava = 6 doz, 1 gro e = 300 lbs, 6 mangoes=600 doz,
0.1 ac, beans=2 bush, 0,1 corn= 3 bush,
% ac, congo peas= 5 bush, 0,2 ac.redpeasaé bush,
3 ac, cassava=4000 lbs, HGxvmvazsx 56 lbs cow es,
0.2 ac, sweet cass.= 560 lbs, 0,2 ac yams=671 lbs,
0.1 ac, tobacco = 56 1lbs,
2 donkeys, 20 goats, 1 swine,
4 hens=5 doz, eggs.
Firewood production = £1,
charcoal n =8 2,
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Intervicwed. Saauel Brooks.

Pregent hougehold

Samuel Brooks Head
Freddie " Sen.

Family History

Mother Rlice Brooks from Pepper. Father Charles
arooks from Bull Savanah. Charles marridAlice and both
8f them lived at Top Bull Savanah. They had 14 chil-
dren. 2 died in America, 4 died in Kingston,1 is 1liv-
ing in “uba. William, Percival, Luther, David, Percy,
Veneta and ®dith a1l live at Top Bull Savanah. Jane
Weathers (nee Brookes) lives in Manchester. Viona who
is also married / live in Manchester. Samuel does not
know the names of his grand parents. "When I born,them
dead out. i can't remember them name.

Land

Samuel ouns 7 adres. e inherited it from his fathser.
His father bought the land from Perkins. Charles (his
father) also owned 50 acres of land "in the weood part."
That land don't share up yet. All of we work it. Any
where you feel to make a groun', you A make it and no
disturbance in the work.! A road was cut through Samuel
land about 6 years ago and he has not been able to get
pay for it. "8till have to pay the same amount of taxes\
Eglon Rochester wrote a letfier cdéncerning the payment
of land which was used up for the road. 2" everybody
sign it and him give it to MNr. Sangster."

House

samuel's first house was blown down by the storm. "And

I build another one." samuel has been 1l iving on this
land long before his father died. Ile does not know the
cogst of the housee. "Never under no siphering, but it

cost whole heap of money."

Farly days

When Sgmuselwac a child lots of horses, cows and pigs
were reared. "That's all they use to do. Them was ma=-
king out well, for them tdme things was cheap. When
them carry 10/- go a shop, it want jackass to carry home
the things. Now 10/- can't buy a kerchief. Them time
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when you have a pound (£1) is a whole month's spending,
and it can't done. Saldfish was 34 a 1b, not even
3d for them just cut it give you; now is 1/- "

Same was & fisherman. "Fishing pay plenty,but malaria
fever worry me and I have to give it up. When fish
don't sell we just give it away, not like now them can't
e en catch enough to sell. You noh hear them say that
in the later days, fish will be as wise as man." Asked
him to tell me of his life on the sea,. ®* Nothing more
than me cateh 7Yg/ the Tish and make plenty money. I
meet zood life in it.” Cwing to sickness "and other
things" Samuel had to use up his money.

Cuba days.

Same spent 10 years in Cuba. “"Work at mill, cut cane,
weed grass, work in kitehen, all them kind of ways."
fle met his son's mother Winnifred Connel in Cuba. She
is originally from pohtego DBay. Winnifred and him-
selfl worked at the same place. "She was cleaning and
I was cooking, and as man all over, you know, I must
say something." Very few cubans live in concubinage,
it is mostly found among the Jamaicans. Sam loved
Winnifred but he did not want to be married in Cuba,
so they lived together. "since we was expecting to
come out me mever want to marry in another man land."
winnie and Sam still lived together when they came home
to Jamaica. His son 'reddie whe is now 13, was born
here.

Winnifred died in cehild's birth, "As him deliver the
baby him dead. Cost me plenty moneye Them time not
like now when you have a doctor in the district. You

have to scnd toc 3lack River and Mandeville before you

could get a doctor.” The baby lived for 3 months.
"Don't think a2 little money it cost to bringiup a baby
fpr that time that don't know him mother. ve to buy
all kind of things for it." Sam's sister looked after
the child.

Marriage.

Ig¢ Winnifred were alive pgrhaps Sam would be married.
"Hut [ don't want take/woman child and make theun suffer.
Have to have money first. ITot thousands of pounds,

but a little money." Hayi showed me some lumber in the
vard., "See I just getting out Jumber to 4 put up a
bettsr house. The hous= he has now is nofi good enough
for any woman he may marry.

cam. was in a hurry and £ wanted to go off to the fac~-
tory {or water., IHe sald. "well you have to cut your
argunient short, as I want to run off here for a little
water.” He suggested that I call on Eli Perkins.
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Present house hold

Samuel Brooks -  Head L3
Ferdie Brooks Son 13
Hipilma Brooks Grydaus L
Ihe house

It is a ong roomed cottage made of spanish wall with a
thatched roof " here are two beds inside , a very large one and
a amall one « Both beds were with@ut a spread y, having only the
madpe mattress on each of them o “*here & a table with a few &
glags wares and a lamp and there 1s also a trunk that pro-

bab®y was broyght from “Yuba  The house was built after Samuelb

retun from Cuba., He has one very old chair .

The kitchen is also of gpanish wall and a very small one e

His children
amuel has two children , ome before he went to Quba and

the other since he hac returned « His first child is Crofton
Bpooks by "Judida" from To 1 ¥avannah . ‘e does ngt remem-
ber "Judida's" Surname . 4 Judida still lives at Top ~ull Sav-
annah. Samuel used to support Crofton "but him a big man X now
806 me stop ". ‘

Ferdie his other child is by Winniefred “onnel from Hucea
Ferdie's mother ls dead . ‘erdieks was staying in Hingston
with one of his aunts , his mother's sister (Samuel does not
remember the aunt's name ) but he came home after he was there
for two years o "im ne did like the town " He sends Ferdie to
sehool , but "him won' go , him hide a bush when me sen him .
But him though sorry when him grow blg , for me sorry now ".

Hilma |
Is the daughter of Erofton and liajorie Banton . lajorie

gave the child to “rofton , and Crofton who is unable to care
the child , asked the father to take it to stay along with him |
The child ¥ has been staying with Samuel for about two ygars e

Samuel has to BUQ?OPt and care the child in every way .lefl has
to comb the child's hair , and he has to give xkE her clbthes

eut x to some one to wash « " woman work fe comb him hair , ;

but if them carr' him come give me and me ® no have any woman
me no rmus' do it me self ".

"Me and them cook the food , and sometime him cook too."

3 ing ive him fe cook'
gg%ugfawgémgg?ﬁghégaga o fggﬁ For E?s Erdak Bh' the Eusﬁes? 80"
he said "you Ekx caan come back one 'mother day , but me eaan

stop any longer with you to day".  ithx/that he went out and
started off for the direction in which his animals were .
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Informeticn from Lilian Powell,
Interv,Sarmel Brooks, 15,5.48,
3,0, 25,8.,48,

Present household,

Brooks ~armel, 48,
Brooks Freddie;, son, 11,
Brooks Halme, ad.daughter, 5. 7

Brooks Saeruel is son of Chefles Brooks and Alice Brooks

in Top Bull Sevenreh, 3% His brothers and sissters Sm
are living in Top Bull Savannah with the grcention of “erena
Logan./marricd/ and Jene Vitters /married whe live Im Mande
viile, : §

Fre% die®s mother is Wimnifred Canmel, she Adied in Cuba
atter 26 years’stay, '

lelme Brooks - father Crefton Brooks in T B,.%,, mother
Maurrie Orawford in B,B.5.. “Taken care for by Sarmel
Brooks.” /She is prebsbly Sammel’s niece/.

Sarmel Brooks went te Cube 1916-1922, Puilt his home from
the savings,

House: 1 room, Kitchen, Istrine, Rabbit pem, Furmiture:

2 beds, 2 chairs, = tables,

Iand ovmed by Sarmel: 7 seres in 1 lot, Boupght from Edward
Perkkins in 1916,

Trees: 5 mangoes, 3 eashews, 2 cocomubs, ° peers, RXPEEFXFEE
2 pomegren, 1 custard apple.

Toretoes 6009, L12 - crop faliled, Tohageo 500 heles - omm ==
use, 70 yem hills, 1/4 sere cassava., 1/2 asere congo.
Apimels: 1 donkey. 1 goate 4 hens, 8 chickens. 2 dogs.
ieekly spendings? 30/=, L12 on clothes last year. L2 on med,
treatm, lest year. 10/- on education.

Savings?: L10 kept at home,

No religicn. Freddie in school 2nd stand,



