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Interview with Hilda Dyor.

Household.

Annas Dyere. Head pbout 48 vrs.
Hilda Dyer “ife about 44 yrs
Lovell Dver Son 17 years

Ruby Simnson Ad. dauzhter 12 vears.

Hilda Dyer invited me into her house, and we
sat in a bedroom. vhich also had a two tables, a
wooden rockinz chalir, and another ¢ air. There were a
whole c¢ol ection of photographs, mostly of relatives,
here or in America, standinz n ne of the chairs.
All was xmexfmewsity/clean, and the little room rather
prleasant. /11lda is lisht coloured, and was dressed
quite neatly. She had a scarf tied sround her head
ans somethinzg wrarred inside it, azainst her head. She
complained that she had mot 2 bad headache, and that
she had it all daye She secmed to 'e sufferins with 1t.
She said 1t was really due to high blood pressure, s
she was under treatment at the doctor for it. The pain
never really left her, it only got less sometimes.
She lauzhed when I suzmested that a bit of rest each
day might help. ©She said that the food that one has
to eat around here 18 not ~ood elther. She knows that
che could try and kreep of & lot of meat and emss,
and eat a lot of salads and frults.

She amreed to answer e fow questions a“ter I had explain
->d in some deta’l the object of the Surveye. OShe
commented that she had heard, and she locked at me
rather hesitantly, a certain rumour. She was Just
tellinz me this, she continued , to find out if it was
true. There hsd been a lot of talk around among all
the neighbours that peorle were 3oin~ around all the
homes in Full Savannah trying to estimate and value

all the thinzs that everybedy owns, even down to the
little personal things in the house. The resson they
suspected was that there were a lot of noor peorle in
®w Engleond that the zover ment wanted to emigrate to

to the colonies. They planned to send them here, and
elther were tryving to find suitable Jores to nut peornle
or were planning to share out everybody's little
personal thingzs amonz the newcomers. I spent several
minutes dunying this, and she was eventually persuaded.

Paren @. Her Tather was Richard Simpsone.
Her ‘other was Sarah Simpsone.

Brothe and Sisters

artha Simpson.

Isabel Hewitt (nee Simpson) now living in
S5t ary, St E

igtelle Hall (nee Simpson) living in Kings

e Mt ﬂ
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4)James Simpson

“5)71lbert Simpson
G;Grorton Simpson
7) Hilda

Her father died when she was very small, so small that she
cammot remember him at 2l11. There were two children still

_ younzer than her, Her mother was thus left with the up-

bringinz of the wiole family. Some of the older boys woere
big enouzh to help her by working, and all through her
ehildhood, she had to work everything she could to Lry and
help them 2ll. From an early a~e she learn to help in the
hofise, she had to help with the cultivating end the weedlng,
no work was too rouzh for thegp. ©She said T also do"1little
speculatinz” (Hizzlinzg) Owins to this generally poverty
struckz atmosph- ‘e, none of then werc ahle to 7o to school
much, she was most irresular. I!evertheoless when she left she
had reached the Fourth Strndard.

Her £ rst "Sweetheart"

when she left school she roturned to her nother's yard and
went on with the work of the home. She began to be {riends
with Clinton Powell, who lived not fer away. ©5She had a siste
who wvas moinz with one of Clinton's _brothers, and so he often

eame around her heme. She made "swectheart" friends with

him for two veers. 5She added that he was now deal, and T
zathered that was the onlvy reason that she was wil ing to
talz to me shout him. She did not really Irealt away from
him, "He took up with another woman, and him leeve the mimixk
district. 5She was not reallv v ry upset vhen he 4d'd 50.

ller mother had disarvroved of him all the time, because

%Uim no like hard worz" Resides bein- a cultisator, he was
violinst, 2nd Hilda added, a very mood One.

When asked about the next man she had loved, she loushed and
said that really she couldn't remember 1t was so lonz azo.

She mot married in December 1931, when she was a out thirty.
She could not be =ure of this bec-use ® hor birth certificate
had been lost wvhen she was small, owin: to the combplete
destruction of her mother's house by fire. "Dem say, I'se
round thirty" She éould not remecher the date of her marriaze
and was amozed when I told her that she had been married

17 vears. Annas wen to Xher mother nnd asked to marry her.

She did not live with him before she married. Amas parents
ware o0ld, snd they lived in the yvard Jualt above her regsent o
one. They had nobody %o helr "'em and they were too old

to look after themselves pr-verly, so she sot married to
Annas, the wedding takin: nlace from her mother's home, and
moved into t eir vard. She lived there for six months until

. h-r prezent house was comrleted and then th v moved down

and have 1iv d here evor since. She showed me the dat oof
the building of the ho se we were sliting inside, by takinzg m
me to the back step and showinzg m the date ensraved into

the red doorsten.
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She never had any children, ad this was azreat sorrow
to her. ©5he had adorted her step=son lovell, the son
of Annas, and "Coolie" 'olness, from about the nge of two
» and she regnrded him as her own son. The little
girl she had adopted becruse she nceded mit some help
around the house, fler name was Ruby Simrson.
Mother was ‘artha Simpson

ller Father was Tsand Simrson.

Ruhy had been with hor now for about six vears.

As we talked about hoth of these adopted children she
c¢alled them 'n and introduced them to me. She did not
geem anxious to let them ge, whearas I wished to bhe alone
with her,

They had only one acre of land, where the house actually
stood, and they had al! to work very ard to live at
all. "I don' speak of luxuries, or anythin: fancy,
Just to live at all, we have to work 211 our days."

She stated amain that J/She had worked hard from a child
and it looked as if she would until she diled.

She had always done a little sreculation, from child-
hood, s8o there was no tellin her anythinz about 1it.

For a lon: time, she used to do a 1lit le higzling with
the fruit andegms that grew here, such as man-oes and
nag-berries., She would 7o up to "nzston and sell

them at the market. She saild that she real'y made very
1ittle on 1t, after the mxpense of the Journey. As

ghe had mot older she had found the Journey too much.

She had done some local speculatinzg as well, 'ut ery Xt
little of 1it.

urincs the last crop she had started to cook dinners

for the people working ot the factoryve Thevy had cheated
her more often than not, and che Jdoubted if she would

do the same thinz azain noxt vear. ©She was now cockinzg d4di
dinners for the men wo 'kins on the new road out of

Bull Savanmah. 3She d'd not know 1f they would treat

her as babdly as the factory nreorle, - who, she said
were mostly foreigners- thels Friday was the first pay
-day, so she was due some monev. ler charge was

6d. or 1/=" Dems poor they couldn't pay more."

Some days she would serve Tomato and codfish,

or perhaps, Junzo peas, Bamis and dumrlinzs, or another
day some beef soup. The price of things was so dear
that 1t was hardlyv worth the whille. Bltter cnasava

was now 10/=- per hundred, Corn is dear, evergthing

is doar.

Her Hoalth,

She haa =zot blood pressure, see above.

She nlso had an accident about 12 years ago, and the
effect of it 18 on'y Just cleared un. She was soing
in a truek to ¥in ston, do to her usual hizsling, when
the whole truck overturned and several peorle got hurt,

R
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She had two ribs broken a»d also h r ~k¥x ankle.

She was carried to Spanish Town llospital, 'hore she ataye
a fortnight, then come honme. She was bDitter a2bout the
fact that she nover ot anv compemsation {rom any body
end that the whole th'n: hes cost her endless money,
and pain. The ribs mended, but the ankle was alwayvs
bad. Last vear the vhole anrle swelled up like

a ball. She had to 0 to Eingston Hos ital.

She lived with hor sister for three ocnths, and went
for outpationt treatment to the hosnitel for that
period. She never had to pay the hosrital anythinsg,
nevertheless the 1ivin: in péa ¢gumwy belns so much
more oxpensive then the countrvy, she vas at a lo ss,
The accident acturl 'y haprened twelve yoar ago0.
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C.D. 22. Shd. 13. Household 20,

Dyer Annas Head M,M,43, St4El. Col, An i
‘ Lo U gle Wede Farmer
»» Elda Wife FuMe37.040e 55 o0  se  Weds e

l"r:x.uia ;nais cszgs, MeSeloe 2 » 2 We2,0E,

H.S;ii;//z o8 P ’) I1l. Iaboliy,TomInd
M J

His farm in 1942,
Operates this farm land as owner
or part owner for l3 years,
C— Owns 9 acres in 6 parcels: 2, 1,
1, 1, 1, & 3 acres resp,
Main income from tomatoes
Employs during the year 3 labourers
for 7 weeks,
Horks 46 weeks, 5 days per week,
9 hours per day,

3 acres under cultivation, 2 acres
eultivable but not used, 2 ae, in guinea grass,
1 ac, woodlands, 1 ac other,

Lotal value of farm £ 80,0f buil
dings & 40

1l catchment

0,1 ac, escallion = 200 bundles,

1 ac, tomatoes = 3000 1lbs, 4 doz, water melons,

1l ackee = 8 heaps,

2 avoeadoes = 16 pears, 1 gro e = 15 lbs,
1 1ime = 48 doz, 5 mangoes (4 fruiting)=16 doz,
4 naseberries = 30 doz,
¥ MEYVEYNVE(EXX % bushel hesns, 0,1 as, congo
peas = ¢ bushel, 2 ecr, cassava = 8000 lbs,
+ ac, swe et casg,=1500C 1hs, ayXxswvy
0,1 ac, white yems = 112 1lbs, 0,2 ac mosella
yams = 500 lbs, % ac, tobacco= 140 1lbs,

1l donkey

6 sheep, 5 goats, 2 swine, 5 henss
8 doz, egEs. o hives = 112 1bs honey and 3 1lbs
wax, 6 rabbits,



Algonan and Amnas
2{0’. Two bro-
ers.

Their lend,

Thelr ancestry.
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Inform. Dudley “impson
1343448,
Je0

Alogonan and Annas Dyer are two brothers., They XXk
live in two separate houses mxs in close vieinity to
each other, These are two last houses in the mtix Census
sbd ,”"Overrcad”, The place is mm called Ridge and #s
usuelly degeribed so if xmmm Algonan’s or Annas’homes
are located.

"Algonan end Annes got their land from thelr fxkha
father,”

"Their father wes Gaoife Dyer, the same who wes fa-
ther of Charles Dyer and Lindon Dyer and one Jumes Dy
er - he is & eorporal now in Highgate.””This George
Dyer was again son of old George Uyer,”

Georpge Dyer, junior, had also some daughters.
»s4ster of Charles Dyer /Corge Dyer, j'mior’s, son/,
Annie Rochester married to James Rochester. /nd Alicla
Dyer she Aid marry to James Powell over Bottom first,
She dle and James Powell now marry to Caroline Powell
« she was Caroline Rexatixbeforsxzhaxmxery Francls be-
fore she marry. (ne of the sisters of Charles Dyer is
Imovne under the nickmame ”Cece” for "1s”/ - but I
llntxklnnxk-uxz7p dont owv which one of them,

There are /or were/ alsob daughters of CGeorge
Dyer junior. "Him - George Dyer - have one daughter
in Cuba right now, Advira Dyer, She marry in Cuba,

And him have another daughter - Lifga Dyer., “he Merry
in Content pne lMr JAreammer, “he dle.



His wife,
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Fam,Rec, 1563,

Infofm, :Ezra L:nton, budley Simppon,LabanRochester,
18,.4.,48,
2.0, & 4,0,

His parents were:George Dyer and Mary
Dyer nee Sinclair, Mary Pinclesir's father was
"old Tom Sinclair" from Green O3}ive, Her mother
was Dorothy Sinclair "after she marry Tom"Her
maiden name not known to the informants,

"Hilda Simpson first, Sarah,ﬁimpson down
at Bottom her mother, her father - call him Pdcky
“impson - died years ago,"

¥Anna Dyer and Hilda Simpson have no chil-

dren,"Hilda cant bear children". Two children of
Annas with other women are living in the house, The
older boy is Lovel, "His mother Coolie Holness,that
woman living in “ontent, She is from £ibbit, Mar-
garet Holness sister, and mother of Lucille and
Esmay Perkins and Clarice Roy,".

"*nother boy must be around 12 years, He
is from Comma Pen",

People living in this house now are:

Annaes, Hilda and two Annas' outside sons,
Francis Louis left the place, He married and is
living now with his wife, see Fam,Rec,!’’.

Annes is a cultivator, Has no other trade
or occupation,"He used to be a baker, %o bake s
buns," Now he cultivates la rgely tomatoes,
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Informrtion £ Iilitan Powell,
Intﬂ"'AMﬁs N oY, 19 ° 6 ° 48.
JeO0e 258,48,

Present household,

Dyer Anmes, 48,

Dyer Hilda, wife, 40,
Dyer Lovel, /‘mnas’som, 19, /Y
Simpson Ruby, Hildz’s niece, 12,

%s Q%r perents George and MHapry Dyer, both dead,
ers: Jemes yer, semxkxbimyxim police conmstable,
Pratville; Algénin Dyer, Ridge; Charles Dyer, Greem
Olive, 1 half brother: Hemrv Dyer, Lomwood, 5 sisters:
Aynie Rochester, B,"av,, Ethline DicHson, Pl wden;
Rachel Simpson, Coleyville; Advira Burlie, Cuba, “usan

Vhitely, Content,

Hilda r nee Simpson, Parents Dickle /d/ end Serah

son Bottome 5 full brothers living in Bottom:
Crafton, ilbert and James, 3 full sicters: Estelle
Hall, Kingstonj; Martha Simpson, “hadock Hill; Bells
Hewitt, St lary,

Hilds has no children, Annas had 2 children /outside/,

one alive, living with himg

Lovel Dyer - hisz mother: Coolie Holpess, living now in
ontente His helf siblings: Veynon /brother/, Esmine and
Tmeille Pericins ana Clerice Roy, all in B,S, /see F,R,10/,
;% Simpsgg - parents* Isan and Maytha Simpson in “hadock
L . Her 2 brot ers and C sisters = live all in “hadock
Hill, 2 of her sisters are married: LClda Holness and

Olge Lewis,

fymes went to Cubs 192521029, Brilt house from his saving-

Hgse' lend, farming,
ouse: - rooms, 1 buttery, 1 laterine, 1 oven house, 1

kitclhien, 1 tanke.

Fomiture: 2 beds, 3 teblez, 1 ecabinet, 2 cheirs, 1 sew-
.tng mechinre,

Lend: ovmed by Amnas £,5 seres in 4 lots, 3 acres in Duff
House, bought ftom J,,Settl. in 1940, 3 acres in Ruinate,
bought from Fubert “yer in 1945, 2 acres woodland, bought
f+om PFubert Powell in 1931, 1/2 acre homeland, inherited
from parents,

Tometoes: 7000 holes, Ll4, 40 vem hills, 1/2 acre
cassave_ J sgre congo. corn few holes,

2 donkeys, ¢ goats, 1 cet, 1 dog, ~ prigs.

Spendings weekly * 30/= 125 last year on clothes, 121
spent to a dentist on theth for Smnas and Hilda,

Yo sevings, o religion,

In school? Ruby, ord stnad,



