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Lawrence Jane Head
Swaby Evadnegr,dau
Roye Alvin gr.son

Her farm 1942,

lewrence family and
their lend in Boso

" st.EQ z, Col,Angl, X Retired

T e U A e A LSRR . -
Y 4
Under 1 acre, 52* ra
Stock: 3 goats, 1 hen, j
Vzlue of garden producet L7, w\
3 mengoes = 50 doz, ‘J'
;

Inform,Dudley Simpson.
13 .3 .48’
Je0s

Iewrences belong to o0ld settlers in Bull Sa=-
vanneh, 0ld Jrne Lawrence got her land from her predee
ceszors in Shadock Hill, lawrences are related in
e way to Simpsons, but Dudley does not know the de-
talls,

»Jene Lewrence « she never merry., I guess 1s
her pgrendmother that give him / = her/ that piece of
land. in Shadoek Hill, Jane Xsowemee Lawrence and
Emilina Simpson - they were sister by mother side.”

Some of Jane Legwrence’s land wae passed to
her daughter Alice f#mak Frencis on her marriage to
7illiam Pmwm Sweby.

See also Family Record 146 and 121,



Lawrence Jane’s
household to-day.

Alvin Roye, son

of Isabelle Dyer.’

"Catchpot” « the
little granny, son
of Ermest Elvin,

" Ermest Elvin, son

of Jane lawrence.
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Inform, Dudley Simpson.
14,4448,
JeOy

“"Three people living now in this house: lLawrence
Jene /the head/, Alvin Roye /her grandson/ and #mx
a little granny - we call him Catchpot.”
"The boy Alvin is the wholest suprort., He 1s a
ggugg Egyg but he is a able boy, He 1s around from
o -

Alvin Roye is granny of Jane Lpwrence. He is
“Jane Lawrence daughter son: Isabelle Dyer, She now
living In Kingstone But she is daughter of Hubert
Dyer from Ridge., Isabelle Uyer had a son for John
Roye « John Roy from Ridge is Alvin‘’s father.,”

Cfe 210 Fam,Rec, 121,

”Catchpot - a 1ittle grannv, him is small dboy,
like “umeman, e call him Catchpot - through the fae
ther, The boy father call’”Catchpot”, Him dont do
mich work, just go from house to house to get some-
thing, so we zall him Catchpot. And the little boy
through him,” ”Ernest Elvin was his father, son
of Jane Lewrence.”

"Ernest Elvin living now in Axton district. Him v
was the son of Thomes Elvin from Ridge. ¥t Thomas
Elvin leave no land to EX Frnest, &mmpmzk Joseph Dyer
living now in Thomas Elvin home. Thomas Flvin dle
and leave hls estate to him wife Jane Flvin and Frnest
his son, June Elvin was the wvife of Thomas Tlvin. but
Thomas Elvin have his son by Jane lewrence.”

?Irnest Elvin was living with the fether, Thomas
Elvin and leave now yithgxpwis Frnest Tlvin and
him wife Jane Elvin.in the home, Ernest Elvin was to
see the welfare of Jane Elvin, Haxbamimpxaxzmemffxxxx
But he been & seruff - dont work, Through he never
work, the old lady punish and start to sol’the land
thet him husband leave, S0l the land to Joseph Dyer,
And afterward she became blind, her daughter Edith
Holness, mother of Claston Folness, took her home,

She we.s there for & period of time and afterward she
die . L2

) ”4f Ernest Tlvin did work the land and support
Jane Elvin, she neednt wotnld to sol’any km of the
lany, Being a scruff, she nust have to zxm soll the
land to Joseph Pyer.” ”01d Thomas Elvin leave to supe-
port her of the estate, But since she had kmxmmprerk

- no sapport from the estate, she had to sell the land

+to support herself,”
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"Plenty of men would get the land from them
old father if they would suprort their old father
wife. Bul them negleet - through the negzleot™l they 1
loose the land they use to get.”

Evadne Swaby, vie- Uvadne Swaby, who atayed with Jane lawrence
siting granny. In 19243, 43 her granddaushter through Alice Mran-
ols, married to "illlam ‘waby,
"Bvadne Swaby 18 the daughter of milliam
Swaby &nd Allee Swaby. Allee “waby « she is daughter
of 0ld Jane lawrense, Pvadne Swaly iz Jane lewpenase
granddauzhtoer,”
"the is now living with father and mobthep
in Shadoek Hil1"/af, Mam.Reea, 148/,

Tane Iawrence’s
husbands and ahild- Tanme “awrense never married, fhmxwx “he had = ah
ren. cghildren by three Aifferant men,
"Aldlee Swaby waa P anoles first, "he was by Sapah
Pranols late husband Chaplie Frenols,”
Tment Tlvin « the only son - was l;v hamx late
Thomas Hlwin from Ridge. Isadalle Dver iving now
in K:lngw by a Dyey,
She have three ahildrent by three Aiffrerent
ment one Franais, one Dyer, one Hlvin,”
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Visit at home. Interv, Jane Lawrence.
26.6.48.
T.O.

Jane's hwut 1s between Claston “iupson's shop and
Balvin Simpson's new house in Shaddock Hill. It is a one=-
room hut made of stigks and covered with thatch. The
kKitchen is wmade all of thatch and very tiny and neat.

Jane was sitting on a stone covered with banana
leaves under a crooked tree near her h use. A little girl
was grating cassava, Jane is a very old womnan. iller eyes
are sun-en and her face all wrinkles. “he has aboundant
grey halr tied with a white kerchlef. Her dress was very
short scarcely covereling her knees. ler legs are wrine
clkled too. (0ld women WaxP usually wuch longer dresses)

Jane was very talkative, but she seens to remeuber
best only what happened in her childhood and 1n the last
Tew days. The rest 1s uore or less a blank,

Pregsent household:

Lawrence Jane S. 96 retlred (her age must be less)
Roy . Alvin gre.son 20 cultivates
Elyyn Roy greson 6

oo

Her childhood. "My father was Joseph Lawrence from JSpas
nish Quarter down Letitz way. He dled when I was 2. .y
mother was Judith Elvin from Lorningside. She dled Loo,
when I was guite a baby. I am an orphan so an old lady,
she's dead now &velyn Slmpson took me and ralse mne. Lveys
lyn 2impson took me before I could wash me feet and him
ralse me. She took me before she have chlldren so I help
him to nurse them and they grew blg men and they die."
Evelyn Simpson was really Jane's aunt "y mother and 4vew
Simpson two sisters pickeny". Jane didn't go to
achool. “hen she was a c¢.1ld at Evelyn <impson's home
there was a church in Bjyll-Savannah and she used to go
to that church, but "there was nobody to help me to go
to schiool." She stayed with Lvelyn 2lmpson t11l she dled.
The house was where the shop of Claston Slupson 1s now.
Jane stayed in that house for some tilime.

Hep ghildren o Jane had 3 ch'ldren whom she ralsed her-

e The eidest daughter was Isabelle “yer. Hsabelle's
father 1s still alivg 1t 1s Hubert Dyer: Her second auhe
ter Allce was "for" Charlie Francils who diede “he had ot
son Ernest by Thomas"klvine. 4Alice married sr. 3Swaby and |
lives nearby. Isabelle 1s in Kingston.I didn't under-
stand what happened to her sone. She sald speaking of
him "over " and waves her hand. Whether 1t meant he lives

"
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his
over the hill or whether it means X=m live is over 1 don't
know. (She did not say he is dead though.)

Jane says that the land on which her house is was

given her by Daniel 2impson, Izan 3impson's father."A
spot to live." The little hut was bullt by “r. ajtter.
" $he house a gentleman built 1t for nothing seeing I aa
so*old and poor. kr. Witter." However later on her son-in
law Swaby told me that Jane bought some land froz the So=-
vernient and the land he lives on he bought from Jane who
bought it from the Government.

The land is worked by the grand son Alvin ROy. ke
4s the son of Isabelle (her daughter) and John foy.xEIXewd
I could not get out from her whose son 1s the little Doy
Roy Elvin as Roy ~lvin and Alvin 20§y (the nanes of her
two grandsons staying with her) were continually uixed
up. Anyhow the older Doy is working and supporting ners
"ilvin he look after me, he work the land Ior ic.

Jane said that 211 the neighbours help her. "From I a 1lit
tle cirl all of them (the 2impson family who was living
around) help to raise me. *hey help me now.” The lite
le zirl who was grating the cassava for her is the cau-
shter of Lehi Simpson Estellg. The nother of =stelle
Zada died 4 years ago. "Lehi Simpson lasi girl. e help
nurse him nugna before him d&ad.”

After Esteldle has finished grailng cassava Jane
told the 1ittle Roy to bring some water ¥hlghwas poured
into the cassava (which was in a wooden deep tray) and
Jane asked Estelle to mix it well. I gave some swecls
to the children and Jane insisted that foy thanksdxm. me.
"Them boys roughe. I have no strenght no consecution to
manage him."

I asked Jane about the fathers of her children,but
she didn't seem interested in the subject. 3he told ue
their names but started to speak about the chilldren not
their fathers. Her "adopted sother" Evelyn 2impson and
her children seemed to 14ve the uosi vivid picture in her
memory. She came back to “velyn 2lmpson and sald thai

14 wasn't her aunt, but her cousin. That “yelyn
"yms to call my sother aunt - =velyn Sinmpson's =other
and my wother two sisters.” I came back to this sub=
ject again but now she was sure “velyn was ithe couslin.

Jane hasn't any notion of time. when I asked her
age she sald she must be hundred or near hundred. I asked
who was older Thomas =impson ( Daniel 3impson's father)
or herself but it was a too difficult probleu-{or here.
"phomas Simpson him die long ago an old man and I an old
old and poor my leg -~ain and gan't use ny hand.Them says
rhunatisme"

I told her I would like to meet her daughter a4lice
Swaby. Jane told the llttle oy E£lvin to take me Lo her

daughter's home.
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Wwhen I was about to leave a hen Jumped from a heap of
snall dry branches on which she was sitting. Jane (who
was pubttling the grated cassava into a soft basket to

be pressed) and the two chlldren rushed to see whether
there was an egge They scratched with little stilicks into
the branches for the egg but didn't find it. Jane says

i¥ 1s her only fowl. er grandson Alvin has a donkey and
she has a pig and a goat, but this is also "for Alvin".



/
Informetion r'rom Leo Johnsonm,
Interve, Jane Iewrence.
16,6448,
Je0e 308,48,

Lawrence Jane, 96,
Roye Alvin, grson, 20,

Lawrence Jahe is from Morming Side, Her parents: Jospeh
wrense and Judith Elvin, She was raised by her cousin

MG.

Jane never married, She had 3 children by 3 different men:
Belle Dyer - /father Hubert Dyer; Zlice Francis - father Char
lie Franeis » Enest Elvin - father Thomas Elvin /d/,
£11 her children werex raised by her,

Roye Alvin is son of her daughter Belle Dyer and Hohn

Roye, He is adepted and "supported” /2/ by grandmother,
Alvin is a ecmwltivator,

House: 1 room, et 1 bed, 1 table, 2 chairs,
Iand® 1,5 ae, at Eome. Cultive by Alvin,

S mabgoes, Stock: Alvin’s 1 donmkey, 1 pig, T gost.
Expend, weekly 6/- on food, Alvin spent last year L6 on
doctor,

EntkhaexFxnux Both Jane and Alvin ara 41lliterate,

”Jene dont belive in religicn, but believe in God,.”



