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 Interviewed Gurdel Rochoster.
85.6 .48. * 3
7.0,

Prosent household,

Dyer Agmes, “arourd 40”, /She 1s probably over 50/.
Rochester Curdel, Apnes’daurhter, °1,

Powell Evadna, Curdel’s daughter, 3,

- Sinelair-Ivy, 1, grdau. of Agnes, daughter of Rochester Ruby,
Rochester Delsie; Apmes ’daughter,

Redway Gloria, 9/12, Delsie’s daughter,
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Rg ggtogﬂﬁe§v§ﬁgP%%x§edguzggér of Wilbert, late son of Apme:
2 Curdel Rochester was knocking off a mango from the
tree near-by the house when I entered the yard, A gllr of

5 was plying on the ground close to her, 2 other children
sat under enother tree at a distance of 15 yards or so,

and stlll two other were playing on the ground near the
house,

Curdel was pleased whth our vislt and she was ready
to answer cuestions but answers had to be dragred from her
- she never started to talk by her self and followlng her
ovm inspiration.

House and its inhabitants,

The house they live 1s very smll - just one room
house with thatch roof. A kitchen with wattle walls 1s
abput 25 yards from the house, There wes nobody in the
kitchen and nobody aeround the house except Curdel and the
chilldren, Curdel e plained that she 1s living in this house
together with her mother Agnes Dyer and her little daupgh-
ter Evadna, ¥Onlv when ashed abrout other children in the
yard she finally admitted that those children mraxai live ha
here also, and also one of her sisters, Delsie Rochester,

er mother rents thils house from ‘vdney ‘impson /7 I
heard that the place belongs to “tanford Sineclelr, son of
Charles Sinclalr in Rldga?. There 18 about one acre arourd
the house, but 1t is not cultivated, ller mother bullds
her own house nearby in Ridge. “he 1s daurhter of Hubert
Dyer and builds her house on the land given to her by her
father.mmit “he cultivates also this land - cassava ls her
chief ecrop, “he planted also tomatoes last season but fe
ed and hed no crop.

Other inhabitants of the house arei: Curdel, daup’
of Agnes, and her 3 years old daughter Evadne, ‘lncls’

Ivy is daupghter of Curdel’s sister and Agmes’daughte
lives in Manechester, In Mandeville. ller name 1s Rub
gixirx she morried o Sinelalr in Mandevllle and 11
her hushend. “he has enother child wilth her husbar
stays with her. Ivy was glven to be brought up 1ir
mother’s home as Manchester climete 1s cold and

sult the baby.
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Curdel’s sister, Delsie Rochester, is staying in the
house with her two ahildren, ® montha old Gloria and 2 yesrs
old "Imn”, temporarily, She lives in Kingston vhere she is
uﬂxh 2 man but not yet married and vorks in XRaxfwes X

an ice eoream parlour, She came here only to delivar hhg
hnby and xkys® stayed since then, She worked in the factory
in the season -« In a short time she will leave the place
and go g;:k to Kingston leaving both her children with the
Te

last ehilﬁ, Hervin Rochester, over © yemrs old, is

her brother’s, "ilbert, Wilbert was in friendship with =

»1 in Junction vhen he dled - He was drovmed at fishing

n Alligator Pond river., The mother of the baby - “she mot
tveat the baby nice”, It was 3 months old whem "ilbert de-
silded to take it away from the mother and to be brousht wup
by the grandmother. The baby stayed with *Kgnes whexxxsxteadt
fLaadtwrctivencearironiikx and was fed on cov’s milk,

Curdel’s mother Agnes is daughter of Hubert Dyer and
Annie Dyer - both alive and living in Ridge in the next
yard Her father was Arnold Rochester who dled last year

4 mexkhaxtaxtk following her brother Wilbert., “he had
5 brathars and sisters hy her father and mother. The oldest,
Crafton, 1s living sf “over the father home” zw as he suc-
ceeded the father, Ellan, who the next child, is living
in with Crafton, wmikhxwhomxesex Also with Crafton atays
in the same yard Panton, wvho was the third child, Panton
was followed by Delsie, who lives now in Kingaton and only
pays visits to Bull Savamnah.skayxiang Curdel was the fifth
echild, They oungest one is Ruby who married a “inelair in
Manehester.

Curdel has also two half alster- and one half brother
by father., (me of her sisters, ealled "“hotty” married
and lives in another distrlct called "Tentamount.” ‘he vi-
sited her one vear ago. "he 1li es the plave where her als-
sterx lives - they have a lot of pimento over thara. Anothey
mpfxkar sister, called "Murry” lives in Top Bull “avannah,
“he married a boy whom they eall "lManson” -« hils name is=s
Tibbesoh or so. Thelr house is fust besides Charles Lewils”
shope. They have 5 children,

Her halfbrother,mwsxx Maurice Rochesater, was by a womap
whexexmsmaxksomek in Pedro., 'he does not know her name,
Maurice 1is a fisherman, lle 1s described as "not a niece W
ther ~ him give we no ffish vhen he satoh them,”

Curdel’s ghildhood,
' hood >

Curdel spent her child ot 1n her father s home
with her rrandparents, IHubert and Annle Dyer, her r
parents, She was born in her father’s homey and sc
you: ‘P‘@l" slster Ruby. But later on thelr mother le

father’s place and went to live with her pmenma p
Ridge, Smesheoomsschremphixup Thelr father had a
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"outside voman™ and their mother Rtwxdx “dldnt live 1t.”
She had to woark hard to raise them. "{lbert, Curdel’s bhro-
ther was helping them when he was alive, Just on the day
off his death he brought some oassawva them and promised to
bring fish in the evening,

The ohild she has - Ewsxmdx Bvadna Powrell - iz for Srmest
Powell, the taylor whe works in Miss Baith’/Blltott/s shop,
Emest Powell is from Tad Torn. BaxossdsomessmtxPadctnx
Rawafyx They fell in love with eash other and now they are
going to marry. Their wedding will be in August « not here
in Ridgej 1t will be in the Outer Ridpe, over the hill, in
the plase they are poing to smiiw live in Mture,

Ernest Povell went & yemr:s ago to Amerios "on contract.*
He saved some money & bought a moa of land -« about 3 asores
with & house on it whose building was started Dy the lady
that owmed the place, Ermest bought the land xtk and the
house in construction. He will finish the house by Auguat
and then the will move to their mawx own home, ‘he will leawe
her mother slone with the ohildren and will take only hey
OV Ne

Ernest Fowell is a good father. He supports the baby
and her, the worked in the fMaotory howver in the season, in
the wrepping house, eaming sometimes as mmah as 5/« dally,
Ermmest loves the baly, but of course "mother always love
more.” This is her first baby, Was weaned at © monthe,

There is mne trouble with Erest « he 1= & drunkard,
drinks a lot and spends a lot of money on dArinks, 'he
cant astop him froam fetmx this « he wont obey her. ™e i1deca
that she ean command her husband seemed to her very aims«
inge and she laughed at my sugcestion,

m-q\"?

1en she will leave her mother ‘s home the mother will
be left alone with her grannies, Now both of them are look-
Ing after the dhildren. Both of them are maiasing them,
Tilbert ‘s dmwpdkeawpxlitida ch11ld 18 amkiral 18 suprorted
Mlly by them: "pramnie and we helping Wilbert ahilg,.”
Other ohildren « Delsle”: and Ruby’s are amupnorted hy the
fathers and mothers, Skhmweoestsxktiveroobhexainexhelpxrome
tm:xxhnximmkmixklrx1tktiathhmmmxzchumtimﬂm*

e cheareesoore x St X € x

X
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Interview with Isaag Elliott and Pgnton Roshaster.
28.,6.,48,
Je0,

Isane Elliott and Panton Roshester/brother of Curdel
Rochester/ explained that I mst have misanderstood
what Curdel said about her merital plans, The boy she
is going to marry is Alvin from Comma Fen /Alvin Tho-
mas? - Panton did not remember boy s name/.

Curdell was along with Ermest Powell only for a shord
time., Ernest Powd 1 cammot marry her - he is married
already to Josceline Holness, Jane Holnes s “daughter,

He 1s living in Jane Holness "house -« his own house in
Bottom Bull Savannah is rented by him to his own brother,
Cornelius Powell,

Ernest Xexaxx Powell has 2 or 3 ohildren with
his wife and Sxshiifranxwt alse 5 ohildren with & 4Aif-
ferent women besides his wife, His first ohild 1s by
Zala Dyer, sister of Zemina Dyer. Both sisters live togetk
ther in » lower Bottom Bull Savamnah /or it is 1ra-
ther Ridpe/ and Ermest’s ochild is with the mother,

Next 3 children are by Versa War§: one child staye with
Rachel Powell /greatsrandmother/, one with Ernest’s
mother /grandmother/ in Tad Town, and the third is with
Ermest. His ochild by Curdel stays with Curdel and her
mother, Agnes Te
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for nbert Oyer

Alma Sinclair  for Herman Sinelair
Doris Sinclair
Jeanna Sinclair
Jimsy Sineclair

lma lives by hersolf at Ridge ¢ in her mother's old paw

MY i

e
Ndimgy * has married & Adassah Sinalair

is & oripple and lives at the old yard.“"She walk
over sanething dad wey no &ld set e her'e All the toes
have Qallier oy one of her feet ¢« She has t° walk on hep
hecl « She has naver boen to the Poctor nor to the Baln o
They werc am making dxag plana to sond hexr to the vaap
House "Doris oay before she go she stay home and dead "4

%%%ﬁggia dumb and livesat the old yard with Yoris , and
i % ;

t

Agmes apent her childhood days with her motheyr and fathore
ometimes she would be at her father and another time
at her mother o but the nost  Hles was spent with her
mother « “he preferrea to sleep with her mother « At her
father's hane ghe was well ecared for , iss “nnie vas
very kind to her also her father « Days would be spant at
hor father's place o, ax out as 1t 1o Rxwes drawying tow=
wards evenin: ,"right to me mother home me go

e i

prEE- ot bows xRk o xarkhant

Agnes went to school , but dild pot read "Suriher ‘'an
Primer o le hoad ocouldnt take 1' , if tham evdn show me
" A' this uwinute the next vdnute me would/ntknow that a
'A" 5 head couldni Luke a thilng « ALl me use to do 1o to
trade 'pon bamuy , but that time we could pget cnasava .

llgr Sons as

Wiifrgd Rochegtay wag (rowned three yoars =g ago at
Alligatoy “ont « Wilired uﬁmd to nleep at hio fabher'n
houge - tather wag Arnold “ocheater « Onoe Saturday nioris
ing he got up very carly , weant to hiw mother ‘s home
took his cutlass and a bog and told hle molher ho wag Howe
ing to Puff House « He was 1o a very great hapte and
refusod to walt for his bLureaklast « lle wont away and
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returned very quickly  {is mother could notbelieve . he
had reached the place much more to come back « e capre
ried an extra amount of cassava that his no%her wondered
what he was up to to carry Much a load o Immediately he
got in he was reaty to go and look feeding for the pige
with out breakfast « !lis mother had ta foree him to take
a bammy from his aunt Alna who was at the time baking
bammy at Agned yard « Me took it and erushed it in his
hand with extra strength , then put all in his mouthslie
went away this time an! never came back e

When returning vith the cassavae Lrom  Duff House he met
a dboy who encourceed hin to go to Alligator Pond to pet
fiBi for pone one the boy knew wag there blasting fiuvhe
&a does not know who 1is the boyv)s This boy had promés
1&@6 to walt for Ii'm so that was the reason why he wa
hurrying so mache At Alllgator Pond he took 1s clothos
of'f and swara to where they were coetching the {ish
His clothee he gave to a 11ttle boy to hdked hold , and th
little boy should meet him at the b@geh .

On reaching & the boat he was told that they had sent
the dynamlte to blow the £fish but 4id not know If it had
exploded « A8 he could swim and A&iv e they sent him Hown
to £ind oute Agnes was told that he never come up againe
$he dees not &now who were the pcop”lm in the hoate They
never said any thing to hep « She pot the news about him
three o'clock the Saturday alternocon from Ellen Simpson,
who went to market at Alllgator Pond . 8earch wag made
for the body , but they have not fo nd it « Agnes start-
ed to ery and sald "i1f me did oven find one a him Linpox
nall e bury me wouldnt mind « lie wouldx look 'QOH thut
as hin remains , but mo no have a thing left fe look 'por

Yhe had heard all kinds of story about his death .%he
wae told that the dvn&ﬁitb Whﬁt have exploded on iy
under the wator o She WEkd that Alligator mist have
swallowed him « At Mlge | .@tﬂ's balm she was told that
"them bury him in a one whole that a only God ecan f{ind
him "s Agnes wao very cad In talking about her son « It
makes her sad every tlme phe talks of him  lier son wag
very good to her , used %o carc her well ”fe@a and clothe
her "o 8he 41d rot have to go o the ground , earry the
food from the ground , nor A carry wood o He did everyw
thing for her .

Life will be hard for her now "for me only help gone ¢lie
dJaughter them help me when them can 4 but it hard fe then
too for them have them chlldiren o 8he cannot vork , Beed
because «he 1is gulfering with pain . She plante a 1ittl¢
cassava and escenlllion on her fabher's e place ,"but tlu
no nothing much "« fzmak Ullfred had o child by Lrnie
Sinelalr Trom Junction « “he child 1s now staying with
thn grand mother « Since the death of the father , now ax
then a friend of the fatherkpgives the child a shilling
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or two to help the child along , as the father was very
kindtemryane Agnes iz sald "me live off @
the picknsy " She hves orf vhe donation that the child
gets « She would not say whe were the x pgonle who had
glven the child any kx thing .

Both Agnes and her dauchter Yurdel ware very pleasant ,
and we chatted in quite a friendly way « Curdel is ta be
married in August to Alvin Thoamas ran 3! Rid@:«a .

aate Tor the merriage has not been fixed as yets Gm‘ﬂal
does not know where the we\.&iﬁb will take plavce , it may
be llandeville « "If me marry a Uandeville thaa gwine cay
me gone dbuy su ar ". Vhea sny cone is ;:mm‘i&d in dandew=
ville it is termed” them gone buy xx sugar "

She has & ¢hild for Brnest Powell who is married to Joyoe
Holnesse Brnest doss ntot care the ehild so well ," bhe-
cause me no make bl live any kind a life with me 4 as
how him can do with Vera "ard « lie hear that himand the
wife fs part threugh Vera §



