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Visit at home, Interv. Icy 3impson
%2&6.489
«Os

: Panton Simpson who used to live at the tlme of
the census with his father Robert Simpson (Fam.Rec. 39)
and Icy who used to llive with the 5 children 1n her mo-
ther's home (Powell £llen F.R. 134) live now together.

Pregent Household:

Panton (Maury) head ... 36 B.Save. Ang. cultivator
Icy wife 30 949 " housewife
Lodrick - son - 15 r cult.
Eukel son 12 ;-
Hollto son 11 5 at school
Lilian dau 8 A at school
“Elsie dau T 3
Agron san 4 "
irrol son 3 - R
~ Caswell son 2 E
. Eniver son 8/12 ¥

The house 1s gltuated Just below the house of HRobert
Simpson Panton' s father. It is one of the poorest home I
have seen in Bull-3av. Under the thatch roof there 1s one
part with walls - this is the only room where the famlly
lives. The other part has no walls - this is the Kkltchen.
The room 1s tiny. There are two beds made of rough boards.
In the corner a barrel on wkimkx it two tonato boxes with
family belongingse A few garnemnnts hang on one wall. Un-
der the beds a lot of rags. The floor is shiny and spot-
less.

"

I came at about 1l a.m, They Just have had thelr
breakfast., Teyvxmsxaxx Everybody was in the kitchen. Icy
was nursing her youngest son Baiver. In a corner lda
3impson her nilecsc (who stays with the old 2iupsons) was
shelling french beans. Her baby son was crying on the flo-
or, a horde of chlldren - some of Icy's and some of her
brothers in law - swarnied in the moment I came. 12 - to
15 children were round us during the whole interview. They
were showing off for my benefit. I gave to the eldest girl
a shilling telling her to take the children to the shop
and buy sweets. Icy told me that 1t would help mch better
if I gave her the shilling. So I gave the shilling to Icy
and gave the children 3 d. to go for the sweets. They all
went leaving only those who couldn't walk, but in 5 minu-
tes were back. Iey took the swets and distributed them
among the children, keeping a few back for those who were
not at home. EBach child got one. Then they started to
fight and pull the sweets from each other mouth. The ol-
da% children would take sweets from the younger and glve

.1t to the dog to leak - to tease the young ones who would

yell on top of thelr voices. Then three small boys cllmbed
#he rack under which I was sitting and started to beat
a tattoo with their feet on my head. “ere Icy inter@%ﬁred
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saying it is rude. Then they took the silver paper from

an emplty cigarette box which I threw and made "silver teeh
with it. The smaller ones were -imitating the older. I was
afraid they would swallow the paper and told so Icy, who
started to extract the bits of paper from one of her son's
mounth. The older children started to investigate into -
the mouths of the younger ones. It a2ll finished with one
child being sick, right in the middle of the kitchen. All
this time Icy kept quilet, these children's tricks did not
gseem to R= upset her in the least. She interfered only
once when the boys kicked nmy head. “hen the little girl
was sick she got up slowly and wiped~her face with the
child's own dress. Icy asked her daughter Lilian to go

.and borrow & pot in which she wanted to start cook dinner.

But Lilian refused saying the pot was too heavye. Elsie =
the other small daughter, sald the pot was bigger than
Lilian. finally Icy said she wdll go for the pot herself,
as if the children break it she hasn't sot the money to
pay for it. Amid this children' paradise both Iecy and my-
self had to shout to hear each other.

Iey's story . Icy 1s the daughter of Ellen Powell and

David Simpson. "Him a dark man living overroad." Icy's

mother and father were llving together . Bul when Icy was
11 her mother left Dhvid Simpson's home and wenit to live
in'her old home with him old mother in law, but the old
one died". Icy deseribed vividly the parting-of her pa-
rents: "Him (the mother) put all children before him and ¥
go and leave the home". Icy's father was a fisherman and
he was that day at sea. "When him come him find the home
empty". Here Icy gigsled as 1f it were a good joke. Ellen
Powell left the home of David because "him have a next
woman, but them (David and £llen) never quarrel, him(Ellen
leave the home and never go back", When David came from
his fishing he followed his cl. wife and children and
asked why she left the home "And begg him to come back,
but him(the mother) say hm, hm (no,no)" Iey says that she
and the other children were sorry they left the father's
home. He was a good father and they loved them. "We all
blame it on mumma, but him won't go back.? All/ this hap-
pened about 19 years ago when Icy was 1ll, she remeunbers
well that she was at the time 11, because since that tlme
she dian't go any more to school. However all the children
would "run up and down" between the father's and mother's
houses, but they stayed with the mother. The father, after
Hllen left him had three more children with "the other
woman X (whose name I didn't get.) Yevertheless the father
helps Icy even now, so does her unother. "A £0od mother and
a good father". I asked how they help her. "If me don't ha
ve cassava and him have he give me and money too - 1f him
have it." The mother "anything him have is mine, glve me
2ll I ask." Icy sags her mother lives now alone ? I don't
think it 1s exact). Icy sees her every day as she lives
quite nears
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Iey had by the same mother and father the following
siblings: Joslyn, Ida, Poonecy and larion Simpson, (It is
not quite clear to me whether Pooncy and Harilon are the
same person or two different.) By the same mother she
has two half brothers: Herbert and Joseph Dyer. They are
the sons of #lgonan Uyer. Her mother had still another
child: Ernest Powell, whose father was Lfmmanuel Fowell.
All these children were brought up together with the mo=-
ther. The <impson children for a time with both the mother
and the father. ZErnest Powell grew up with his mother.
"Since him grew up he go to Many"(Emanuel Fowell his fathe

Iey went to school only "for a year or so", but even
when she went to school she did not attend it regularly.
I asked her what she was doing in her childhood. "In mothe
home and father home - up and down, do a little work Xm
and running here all about." Sheseemed 4o have a childe
hood very much alike her own children . Without suggesting
it I wanted to find out whether she cons¥dered her child-
hood hard and I put a few questions concerning her condl-
tions in t.oge days. But Icy mewerx not once sald 1t was
hard. When she needed something and it wasn't in the mo-
ther's home she would go and try at her father's, or some
relatives & nelghbours. Its true she asked me to glve her
the shilling instead of giving it to the ch ldren, but
not once she complained of her present conditlons, which
-~ compared with other people's in the distriect - were very
poor. She was all the time in good humour, laughing often
and easily.

Her chlldren: "I have 6 children in my other home"
said Icye. She started to share the house with Panton on=-
ly three years ago and since then she got 3 children more.
Her first child was born when she was 15. This was Lod-
rick who 1s 15 years old now. I asked her how she met
Panton. “he lauched "We all live together, run into this
home and that home."™ I investigated further. Iey did not
know Panton when she was at school., "Him much older, didn'
look at me, don't know him at school". I asked when Pan=
ton did look at her. She laughed a;ain. She first knew
him when xEx her mother left David®s home and they canme to
live in this neighbourhcod. "Him much older." Icy said she
didn't have any boy friend before "So me have the first
child for him".(I couldn't grasp what was the inner logilc
of it)xbutxwithvihevsitidrerx Almnost every year Icy had
a new child coming. “hen she was pregnant with the first
child, she felt at the beginning very slck, couldn't eat.
But after the first 4 months she felt better and could x=x
work. The delivery was easy and all the subsequent deli-
veriles and pregnancies were easy. lcy is proud of her
health "Never go to the doctor once in my life.”

of all her children she loves most Lodrick. "I
love them whole lot, but I love Lodrick the morest be-
cause you.have feeling for the first." Icy says that
Lodrick, gukel and HolTto-hels-her-a—3let. when I asked in

\ what they help her "Them carry water all the time." Lod-
\ ricX worked at the packing hougse during: the season that

was "blg help". Only Hollte and Lillan go te.schopl. “he
had to "stop from school® gzgk@l’ couldn® afr 38 B

2,
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The land. Icy saild they didn't have "really own land".
AIxmmax Panton was working on shares or renting land.
Also the son Lodrick works "for people". Richt now
Panton was "in the woods". “he expexted him for dinner.
ihis reminded her that 1t ias about time to start cook
the dinner and she asked to be excused as she has to go
and borrow the pot. She was golng to her slster 1ln law
the wife of BerrisforiSiupson. e was sorry I haven't
met all the family and asked me to come on a Sunday when
"them all™ will be at home. She also reminded me to
put one of her son's name Errol and not "Many" as her
nother-in-law told me. Icy thought 1t very funny that I
ghould think the child's name was Manye She lauched a
greal deal about it. " ;

I teld her I would go with her as I intended to
vigit the house were David éimpaon lived., On our way she
told me a few thimgs about David Simpson (which I inclu-
de in his F«Re) "Wg c¢all him here-lassa De' or Jim."

Her father in law Robert Simpson is called here "Joint"
because he is small.

ilg parted and she went to Berrisford’'s home
while I went to David s home. Unfortunately all the chil-
dren who could walk fellowed me. They carried also the
8 months baby whom they would pass fxmmxx to each other,
The baby yelled and I was afraid 1t will fall and get
crippled for 1life - but it didn't.



Panlly Record 116

Present houge hold

Panton Simpson . tead &does not know age |
Icilda “impson. Wife e/1 30 (locks like 35 i
LenoardSimpson. Son 15 %
gucal Simpson - Son 12 f
fulletoSimpeon: . 9 |
Lydian Simpson- Daue 8 |
illsie Simpson- % 6 |
Erron Simpeon - ; Son 5 |
Errol ﬂimpsona | iy 1y

CaswellSimpson . " 2 |
EnnevorSimnson - " 7 months

\\ |

The houge e

1t has one roam that, has been completed , the Pamily
lives in that one room . he other foom iz surrounded :
with coconut leaveg , end is used as kitchen  “here is a |
fire place made in the kitchen , aﬁ 8 piece of board z |
arranged a few ifeet up to serve as a kind of table « A pol
was on the Tire phace and a few plates scatiered here ang
there in the kitchen « The kitchen has earthen {loor .

The room that house the family is made of spanich :
wall ; and the whole is thatched . There 1s a very large
vine to the back of the house , and all arcund the house
there 1is corn and gunco peas planted o all belonging to
Icilda 4 and Panton . |

Washing hair. - 4
& Taa 1 3£ ¥ . a5 2 oA
eilda was busy washing Lydian s halr , she fiuib ad |

the hair then gave it & chance to dry x, from the r jB of |
the sun ¢ and not using a ral . ‘Yhen she believed iL vesg
properly d¥ied she started to cor h the hair , aaubr oiL-qi
it with elther coconut or B "engine oily Lhed Vhile combé
ing,the baby was in her lap « Hot finding it conweuient !
with the baby in her lap , she sh@fted the bhaby Lo Lydian
who was at this time weeping for the hair . The hgir vas
being puiled by themother to get it free froz the tangle
after wasining .

Scurce of 1iving .

Penton cultivates , and me help him fe cultivate tooy
fa 211 the corn and peas that you 48 dey look 'pon dey now

i
cali plant them « lie take machette |

a me and Lemnoard and Eu
and weéd up the place , and them help me dig the hole

g
and we plant the corn and peag". Al that tine Panton was
sick and could not xmK work . She cultivales a large
escallion garden also e Panton plants songltimes y acre |
or more of tomato « ‘e works on his fabher s land , but ¢
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- does not pay rent to hig father « They plant onthe

. home land 4 on land x at Duff House , and en"a place they
- | falé."Leaaa land", Panton's house is built on his father'i
e | and.

Ellen Powell her mother alive

David Simpson her father alive

Her mother's children x#% for David Simpson are -

‘Icilda Eimpson
o~ Marion Bimpson
N/ , : Wilbert or

JocelynBimpson

Joseph Dyer

HarberitDyer
. - For "lManny Powell :-

Ernegt Powell‘
Icilda's children =

Lenograd 4
Her first son Lenord has finished at school and is
now at home o He helps his father with the chltivation ,
"and him out a road dey now dey bore rock stone ¢ "“hen
the crop ies on Lenord works at the factory carrying the
-’ tomatoes in boxes to the shed o "Hut him a 15 year now,
- him dey turn big man now , him ecaan o that any more . Fe
carry the tomato in a box casn help him . By have fe
looik fe plant himown tomato nexy year'e. :

“Me hear that them dey get 1/6 a box fe the big stone
but me no know how mush them get fe the 1little one ", |
Bueal is stillin school , "but him nn did go today , him |
mais'e out a the road to dey work pon the stone"see Bucal |
helps hig father in the weoods with the cultivation when
he does not oo to school .

_imlleto ané Lydian go to school , the others stay at |
home o Elgsie will be ptarting out to school a P Lhe

L s 0 R e o -
Augnst & Holidays  ~he will be geven years ther

! . Her firvst boy friend .

Ieilda's firoct boy frie
S

nevey know , for she never
take a me make me have any »

L1

¢. vas Panton . "But tumnma
e we talk « © adv antage

n
e
ickney the time vhen me have

L
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pickney . lMumma use to go a market a Mandeville .
She leave Thursday , and no come back till Saturday even-
ing « That time a only me and the other little plckney th
them dey a yard . That time me mother did leave me father
yard-. Panton did live same place ya and him know when
me mother £ gone a market « When him know that the pick-
ney them gone to bed , him come a me yard , “‘im never
call me whan him come , only come in §

"Him always ask me fe do it » but me tell him no
me mother wi' know , so hin mark the first night when |
Mumma gone fe¢ mM market and him come « le try “fe fight
?&inmt him but me couldnt manage him far him stronger

an mo « Him tell me that one a we e have dead left the
other fa him na go without him get 1t « So him over powey
me and get it « Him always come and stay with me after
that § but no every mirkk week , and every tin him come
him do 1t". |

"All that time me dey fret that me mother gwine
know « Me £ind out that some thing happen to me , but all
that time wme mother m no Lind out yot , for me wash me
clothes every month same way , fe make Numma no £ind out"
Her mother 41d not £ind out thmt che was pregnant until
she was in the sixth month « "Humma start fe quarrel afdd
cuss , and drive me way from the house « lie no know wha'

e do me gwine a bubh and bawl « e tell Panton that me
mother £ind out and dey juarrel ".

Panton went to the mother sand told her that it vas M
he who had interfercd with her aad he would be raspansibl
for her » so with that her mother stopped the quarrall~]
ing « Panton is the first man she had/mx intercourse
with , "and from that me and him dey to gether o lle and
no other man mRxs never have any degling s and me no have
no outside plckney o neither him o Yhen we work plenty '
money we gwine married for ithe two a we make fe one
another "




