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Ed.'? | 32;,!£F°”'1=' with Vera jard,
e\ - i - -

\ .“ Vera Werd named in F,R, 101, (-interview with Edmund Francig

ln" ‘R".' | \O Vera Powell, is about 25, g - AR
;5 41E Gl_ L A gougehold: Vera shares one of Edmund Francis' rooms (ren
Y @

ed) with Joen Powell a 2 year old daughter,
Hep children: '

Vera has 4 children by 2 unions; thesex childeen are:

1, Mc,Kenzie Powell, "sbout 8," son to Earnest rowell,

2, Xamz Beryl Powell,"zbout,8," dau, to " -

3, Sonia Elliott, "about 3," daughter to Isssc Elliott, the
_ son of Moses Elliot:,

;E,/\;.._m, _4, Joan Powell mam dsu, to Earmest ‘owell,

!c% éennie shares house with Yanes and “Yharles rowell
mo rx and father to BEarnest Powell,

Beyrl shares house with Vera's gr nd mother(fsther's mother

ofchcl,
| Sonias shares house with her frther, Jer f ther is a part
~ of the moses Elliott's household,
- Joan: Ohserwations re her behavior:
1 | %
Jean/is = plump bright eyed child, 3She appe red happy,
: end sec ed rather attsched to her mother, ne kept
& hug:: ing her mother in & confident manncr, sked her
8 name, she said -"Sweetie Pie. Honey Bunch," and laughed,
-~ _ she became rather pecved sfier some inutes of running

ebout, and begsn to ery; she came to her mu er, crying
8s she came; she seemed tc be get her moth r s sympathys;
her moth - took her between her knees, f ndled her, anfl
remarked that she wss crying because she wanted to slecp,
It was nearing nightfall, Vers took the child to & tub
Wwith w ter in it, and begen to wash th- child, The ehild
continued to ery,

This child had shown some curiosity xk in repords my watch
She tried' o take it from my wrist: ecpied because ghe
could not re ove it, Vera tole hep ="why y'u want the xXo
entlenan' wristlet © See y'u have your own," Vera

A;i?ted then to & pair of allumimium bracelets worn by the
c e d..

: Friday, Continued Obserystions-Joan:
L July23,1948,

She ran to me t me; gave her hand, Her mother was then
crating some cissave in the kitchen, Ida Thomas a meme
) ber of the Sarsh Thomas Househodd -FeRe 101, was also in
4k the kitchen, 1Ids sat on a box,
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Joan took & cen with zome wster in it from the kitchen
table, and then hunted for = poon, She found a spoon
and begsn to drink the water with the spoon, Her mothe
todd her she would let me "beat the batiy," (batty=
buttocks) if she would not ceasse playing with the water
The child said -"No," and continued to drink from khe
can with the spoon,

The child then told Ide, -"Tell mi daddy to sen' runm
come," Ide and Vers laughed, Phe child took up a
basket and put it ob her head, saying ss she did so
-"1i a go a bay;" i.e, I am going to the Bay, She
walked some distance =w:y from the kitchen, and sat,
Vera called out to her -"Sing down in my heart “or the
gentleman;" The child ssang:

"Joy, joy, down in my heart?, ... L
broke off there, threw back her hesd and laughed, ©®he
came back to the "itchen, where she nestl:d herself x
ageinst Ida. Ida began to remove some burs from her
head, Vera rematked that the child's hair necded ¢ omb=
ing, but that it w as also dirty, and would have to de
washed before it could be ¢ mbed,

Joen broke awry from lde, went to the kitchen %sd e fraom
whieh she removed 2 knives, ohe went towerds Ida with
the knives; Ida took them swsy, Joan began to cry;
Vera told her then =-"A going to tell Daddy;" She askdd
the child -"Tell him o" ‘he child said - "No,"

Vera said compensatingly then:, -"Sweetie-prie, don't
rude y'u know ! Good baby don t rude y'u know !" The
child asked for scme water teus: -"M1 want some water?
It said that plaintively, eéra got a tin can, Ripped
it full from a bucket stending on the kitchen/and hand-
ed the can to the child, %he child took the can with=
out saying thanks, Vera asked her, -#hat y'u sey °
Lhe chilad replied promptly ="{hanks,"

The child continued to play with the vater; it took

some of the woger in its mouth, and then squirted it
on the kitchen floor,

Vebke t01d the chilld: <"Show the géentleman how Poto dames

xhc ehild turned round and round jumping the whila,
Poto" Vers explained, is Caletus Simpson the blind man,

- e T —— ——— T — - —— - —

¥
The caasava Vera was grating she intendel "usin:  of
gre 5 e g for
dinner," Difiner will be made at sbout 4,00 pm, 9he
Finished grating the cassava, stuffed it into she basket

used for the yurpose, and took the basket called "bag"
to the press undep @ tree some distance away,
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Interview with Yera ward

Femily History

on . a

Vera's mother Eldie Senior déed 3 years agog died/July
8, ller father James Ward, is in Kingston, Kldie
XRdxdx had with James, 3 children:

1, Earnest Ward -"about 27," Earnest now shares '
house with Rachel Powell her mother'=
mother, Grand Ma Rachel lives
"Below the Bromfield sshop," Pree
viously, Barnest(lived) shared hause
and house-keeping with Edith Brooks
then his wife(c.l, ) Earnest Pares
ed with Edith ="Owing from Jealousy®
Ida *homas said, when Vera heistate!
to give the eause of the break,
24 Vera Ward ~herself, ) ’ . "
3¢ AmMy Ward lage not given;) Amy slso shares house

¢ LA »ith Grend’ Ma Rachel,

Her mother's mother is Rachel Powell

Her mother's fzther James sinciair, Eldie her

mother wes the only INExan ¥ chi to Rachel and James

James had by 2 other unions:

l, Allan 3inclair of Ribbit Town, Allan' mother is
Dovey Rochester, Davey is Laban
Rochester's sister,

2s Cecil Senior., Cecil's mother"mar~ied name Fowell "

: , She died,

3e Jim Senior, Jim lived in Plowden, Cecil's mother

is also Jim's,

James was ® "ruaised"byz an old man named Senior,

For this re son James named himself S8enior, but really
is Sinclair, Allan a2lways gives his name as Sinclaipr,
but Cecil and Yim give th- ips as Senior,

Her father'. mothop was Rebecca Vard, She is dead,
Her father's father Samuel W:rd,  He is dead,
Rebecea and Samuel had 4 children:

1, Birtie Werd, B#rtie is in America,

<. James Ward, James Hxpdy is in Kingston,

3, Ida Dgley, 8he is in Montego Bay,

4, Mrs, Estells Simpson of Plowden,

Samuel had no othep children, Rebeecca had by anothep
unions

Gena Rékd, Gena live in Al .igator Pung,

.,

Childhood

Vera wa tsken while she ruite =a baby, to Alligator
Pond, by hep mathEry grand mothepr Hebeces,
Scho.l, Vera begsn to attend school while she was: g

Alligstor Pond, ©She left Alligator Pond whe g
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Interview with Vera Ward,

she was about 11, and was in 2nd book, She returned
to Bull Savannah where she shared hoi1se with Rachel
Powell her grand mother, She attended the Bull
savannah School then, till she was 14, and in 3rd
book, she left and went to Stony Hill then,

She was adopted by a Mr, and Mrs, Thompson at Stony
Hill, ‘“‘hey sent her to the Stony Hill Element ry

school, "he left this school when she was 15 and in
5th book,

Contact for going to Stony Hill. Miss Zala Remxnx

them Powell, Called Aunt Zale,
was asked t. get/a school-girl , by the ‘hompsons
of Stony Hill, Veaa had not met the ‘hompson's +ill
she went to Stony Hill, *he Thompson's tre:ted her
nicely, ‘

She left the Thompson's "because mi grond mother sen'
an' tek mi besck," for ressons she does not know, She
had been quite contented with staying at Mr, and

Mrs, Phompson's, becasuse mi never £ind no fault with
them, 'but & ‘as gled to come home back xmxtkxE all the
samne,

On her return hone, Vera stayed with her Grand mother
lirs, Raechel Powell, She used to help her gr:nd mother
to do the housework, She sdded ="She, (her grand mot-
her) usual buy cassavae make bammy, an mi go to the
market sn  sell 1it," -

Her first Boy Friend

Earnest Powell for whom she now has 3 children, was
her first b,y friend, By boy friend she means xm a
male with whom she is having inti ate sex relations,
She had used to see "plenty fellows, an' them talk
to mi, but it we: not anything like that,"

Earnest was the first man she hsd sex relations with,
She does not know how 0ld she was when she first met
him, -"but it is 11 years now since I an' him was
friends,"

D s . . . W s — . - ——— - - N . ——— - — — - ——

The interview concluded here because Ida seemed
reluctent to talk in Ida's presence, Ida had becn
absent while she (Vera) to0ld zbout hep boy feiend,

but had returned st the »voint wiere the talk termin-
ated,

1 remsrked that the hest of the sun made me sleepy,
Ida obse rved that my eyes were red and that I needed
sone one to"hug-up" and go to sleep,
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lg@orviow with Vera uarg,

Ver: said she was not vexed wien she heard ha Earnest
» ‘with whom she had been £r% havin- incircce relations

» 1948, for mang yea rs, was going to mapry Joyce his present

" ' wife, ©°he did not say why she was hot vexedjmr she
Bd, Pe¢ implied that she was not zyzm rcsentful,even,

Obviously, however,she was not keen on being int rvieve
ed on the subjedt : S seecmed plad xm f-r an excuse
to brcak away, Thi- came when Joan her £ year old mxm
dough ter asked for water,

Child Ob-ervation:

Joan's mother was combing her honir, xkpgxzak Vera
sat on a box, while the ¢hild stood between her legs,
As soon as Josn ssw me she s-id: ~"Vama, lr, F, a
come," As soon as ¥ had got in thédr irmrediate or =
sence , the child drew my attention to the fact she was
wearing a pnaip of shoes, She seemed rather nroud of

\\\ her shoes, -of the fact s e was wearins shoes, She

\ xxig also told me that she it was who had brought the
box He r mother was then si ting on, She se med nroud
-~ in havins been able to do that also,

She locked at her mother who has a wart on her rip &
eye, She said to he: mother: -"ammg, vho juk y'u

‘ dey?-1.,e., who stuck you therel Vera replied -"One-
4 mang" -1,e,, & mon did it, The echild asked then ="A
~, Sweetheart noh?" (noh =1s it not),

Vera sald it was not Bwectheart who hed had -tuck her,
/| 8and ssked the child -"ho is Sweetheart?" Jeon soid
/ -"4 Dadda(-i.e. it is my fath r, )

:
' l £
/ l Joan had a 'ruise on her nose which her mother aftcpe
| wards explalned, she had got when she bumrcd 'he nose

{ into soreihiig, Poin ing towards the child's nose,
ek Vera asked -"A who juk Y'u pon f1 y'u noze ? (=i.e,
who has stdek you on your hose ? ) e child

\replied -"A Sweethert !" Vera asked as=im next ="A
who a f1 y u sweethesrt?"(that is who 1s vour sweeth ar

The ehild saild ="!im down dey so:" she nointdd Ltow: r
‘Thateh Valk, ' : - ) S

|
|
| |
\
1

{

(Veggas a'titude tothe child:

}
§§Vera “ept on lsughing throughout *‘he above conversa tior

T"e ehild seemed ‘o fing encouragemen' In t!is attltude
| §Vbra set her at arms leng th, and surveyed her admiringly
A_ﬁs aftef she hod finished ecombing her hair, Ingl

Y # -
%; Thg chfid seemed to be happy. Vera hept fondling hop
g and rarxing quiet and endesring remaris t~ ler
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Information from Leo Powell,
Intervefdmond Frencis and Vera xmiy "ard,
15,6448,

Jo0¢ 27,8448,
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Framnels Edmond, 40,
Ward Vera, daughter of Edmond’s late ce.l. wife., 24,

| Powell Joan, Vera’s daughter, 2,
! e SR »

dmon i8 - for his parentapge see F,R,101,
“dmond married in 19355 Kame Hortemse Bertom, They parted
and his wife lives in Kingstom now, They had mo children,
? ' His second /o.l./a wife was Eldie Semilor, who died 2 couple
| of years ago, Eldyxiimmtme Vera /ard is Eldle’s daughter
- by James Vard, hme Eldie had 3 childrem for James ‘ard:
Vere, Ermest and Amay, Ernest and Amy libe in B,S, in
fpchel Powell’s house )
Ward V ¢ mxmxxiox che has ?;z children: 3 for Ermest
owe BeSe, ome for Issse Elllott in B,S, Her child-
ren: 9 years old Cecil Powell, son of Ermest Powell,
lives with his grandfather and Ermest’s father, Charlie
Powell in Tad Tomj 5 years old Bervyl Powell stays
™\ with her aunt Amy Ward in B,°,, Overroad, 3 years old
Sonle Elliott, daughter of Isszac Elliot$, lives with
. her grandfather and Isaae’s father, Hubert Moses El110tt;
2 years old Josm Powell - with the mother,

Edmond Fremcis went to Cubs in 1924, Built his hor-
from the savings,

House?! two rooms, Kitchen, Vo tank, Furnm.°® 2 table
S5 chairs,

Leand: _6 agres: 1 ac omeland, inherited.fromxfix 5 ac, Duff
House, bought from 4 Settl, fro L°5,

5 86, cultivated, 1 gegrass, ° woodlnad,

Trees: 1 cemangoe, 3 coconuts, 1 grape, 40 bananas,

T toes: 3000 holes, .20 40 yam 1ls, 1 age.cassava,
© ac.corn, 1/4 ae, congo, /6 bags/. 1/4 aec, red peas,

1 donkey, 1 pig.

‘eckly spendings: 10/-, L10 spent on clothes. L3 on doctor

Dont belong to any mmmeg congrese, Repard themselves Angl,



