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Interview with Gerald Dyer

-ﬁ3%"m Sunday, Gerald 2¢, is the son of Ad2ald Dyer Now d-ad
J s 1948,and Lydisn Dyer also dead,

Ed, F. Household: He shares a 2. roomed hosue he had

built with his own money, with Bernet
Roye, & 3iater’'s son, *‘he premises on whieh he
Tives adjoins Annes Dyer's,

This interview wac given on the Jintward Ellioit
prenises which is being "oberlooked™ by Ezra Gordon,
I had called to ses Gordon, vhom 1 found sitting on
the gress under a mango tree,xR® cating mangoss and
te lking with 2 other men{not identified, save for
Gerald whe was one of them,)

4 Gerald was wearing a pair of shoes, newly lsundered
' clothes in good condition, and a felt hat aido in
good condition, He was curious about what the surwve
is all ebout. He wos told; he seemed satisfied,

The house ard lands

i house is one of 5 built on the lend of 15% acres,
On his father's desth in 1957, (his mothsr had died
in 1924) the lend was jointly left mfor his childror
Neither his mother or father had children hsd childrr
by any otlier union,

Gersld bepan building his house in Rebruasry 1946, and
conpleted it in December 1947, Children for whom
the o remises are left and alive to his moth r andf
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l.Naomi Dy=p, She is in Ameries,
— BeZemins Dver, She lives in her own house on the mee
premises,

Pe Dudley Dyer: he is ateilor livi g and operating i:
Kingston,
" 4,2illshvine Dyer; <he lives on th  premises,
B Brrdle dyer; he lives on the premises,
—6,Gerald Dyer; i.e, himself'; he. 1lives on pr mices,
Telicille Dyver; she lives in Kingston,

- -

Taxes /for the lend is paid by all the brothers in
Dudley s name, (Whe names of father's and
mother's ehi dren as given are in order of age,which

however Acrald does not know,)

Re siering the lsnd:

"ie heven t share' the 1nd up; we only 1ive in unity
as it is," “e does not thifik any of this lsnd wil
ever be 50ldg ~"we wonld buy more thstesd of sellihg
any, because what wi have is not cnoupgh, |
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ggltivations:

The land is cultivated by Bradley,himself and Zillahvins
only, He cultivetes tomsatoes, cassave, congd psas, cam
sndx red peas, sweei potstoes and yams,on the same plot

as does Bradleys; they always work together, and share

profits 2s well as cro.s from their plots,

Re Dudlcx

Dbudley a tsilor in Fingston went ther»e many ycars ago.
He writes hone frecuently, nd comes down sometimes alg

- fle writes chiefly ‘0 Zemina, amdwes lgest h re in Dccem=
ber 1946, He is a%big mer-chant tsllor =D.B.Dyer ,..has
a big teiloriig establishment on Laws 8t,"

Re Lucille

raéille now Mrs, sones married a man named Herbert Jones
in 1944, ="3h' eome tu see us regularly; she was
here aroun' 2 wecks ago, but since sh'marry wi never
% go:" ke does not zo only becsuse it is expensive to
R F go to Kingston and he s mno husiness thate to Justify
' xxek incurring such expenses,

Re Zillishvine: Zemina,

. \

Z&lliahvine slheres a 2 apartment house with Zemina,
T..is house is one of 3 left by their father, One cof
the olher two is now"moshed down," the other,a 2 aparte
ment in occupied hy Bradiey Ayen, who shares it withe

l. Daisy sutherland, wife c.l, :
2. Leonie Dyer dou, 25vea s, to Pradley and Daisy,
3. Glenrick Dyer, son to Daisy and Br:odley; 6monyvhs,

CARE R

3 He grew up with his father,brothers and sisters, his
_ mother hiving died when he was 2, He was taken care 8§

of by his father and sicters ofter his mother's death,

Schools He ctiendsd the Bull Savannah achool from he
was 7 till he was 15 and in the 5th book,

Af'ter school: Childhood ambitions

"ﬁfter school & learn to cultivorte for miself, Really,
when a was in sghool, a have the mind to he a teacher,
bu? mi rather die even Lefore even before a lef! schocl,
an' a couldn' manage it, hecause a Aién' h- help
- L 2 - - * » R . an 1{".-'.6 an
Farm-—iorker in Am, He hss been living by his cultivotions since savg whénJ
in 1945 he went (o America as a farm worker,
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Interview with Gerald DyeT,

sevings:

e stsyed in America for & months, e sevaed @

ne | o~ - o= 1 l D r‘t" Ee
little moneyy ~"work in florids wasn t briglhite
vas in Floride

Investment:of ssvings: -"A tek it buy mi little

hoise esome of it, because that
alone couldl' buil' it,"

Conjugsl re ations

Y

"wi nch kewe kecp a girl, did have one once an wi
fall out, an' & Adon't fe: 1 to bother with any wmone Rm
nowg" 4his girl was Annie Dyer, dsughter to Lela
e Carthy and Aaron Dyer,

Cause of the break:

"¥ell, sh' was livin' in Kingston; wi was corrcspondd
ing, Somebody cone =n' tell mi that sh' have anothg
boy frien', an' a jus' cet ipgnorant sn' write her a
diécharg~ latter," that wes " "rourd 6 years 270
They had used to shere hounse before she left for N '*
Kingston, ,

to marry, .
He is not reedy,/snd four that reaeson is not bothering
about snotle r girl friend nov,
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Rresent sex relationshir

-

Asked 1T lie was not nos sharing sex cclstionship with
any girl, he scid: <"A dey keep ml clisracters™® here
he leughed a little and sdded ~"when sayin' so a

only jokin': e man don't have eny character of that
s0rt to loose, is only a ~omang" l.e.=only a weman
has character of that sort to loose,

Ask' d wheth¢r he hat nev r» hed any sexrelations sinece
he left off belng friends with &n le, he said -"Mi
knock them one one yes !-but mi dont have sny speeisnl
girl,geizndy He gives moaey to the girls with whom
he COleBteS’ but the giving of money‘hot demsnded by
the girls, 5aid he: ="not a case of compulsery. but
Lf mi have anything mi give them,"

He would mot ni e any of the girls with whom he haga
be'n having sex relationships; he does not considep

1t right or decent for him to do thatg -"that would
be depgrading our girls, |

Religion: <"I have none at all,"



"Mi grestest plen nuw is to fainish mi home, I think
I will marry after that," He does not as yet
know whom he will maerry; The is wotehing and waiting
He did not say ha! pemeina on his house to be done,




