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Visit at home. Interv.Vera Francis. ‘
E.T.48. (On many previous occasicns int.Merton)
T‘O.

Mrs. Yera Francis was sitting on the ground bet-
ween her house and a blg pit dug to make a tank and was
washing bottles. We sat therc talking whlile she was wa=-
shing the bottles. Later on we went to the kitchen to

light cigarettes.

The two-rpom house is very neat. The thatch is
beautifully made and nicely cut at the edges. Through
the open door I could see the "hall". There is a china-
calfinet, a table with some books on, a few chairs.

Attached to the kitchen of an usual type 1s a
little structure made of boards where a big plle of lime
is kepts This 18 to cement the new bilg tank close to
the house. ;

v

Pregent household:

Herton heade Me 27. Bull.Save. Jehov.7itn. Ass.seer.
Gorwe.Ass. Cultivator.Carpenter.
Vera wife M. 28 (4) Rose Hall Jeh.W. Homemalker
Cultliv. Baking& selling ginger
beel‘.
Mtitgn”son 8¢ 1 (the youngest of 4 children)
D

I know lerton Francis very well as he visited
us several times. He 1s a quiet and very 1intelligent xmm
young man (looks much younger than his age) .

Merton isthe son of Lucinda and Adolphous Francis
Merton's mother belongs to the Elliott "clan". She Wis
the daughter of “harlie and Judith 21lictt. (For her nu-
merous family see F,R., 21)

Herton was brought up in his maternal grandfather
home where he stayed till four years azo when he built
his house and married Vera with whom :ﬁe had already 2
children at the time. "A loving grandfather he was,he
gave Herton this land to bulld the house and land.A dear
0ld man" said Vera.

Herton calls his "step granduother" (the secsnd
wife of Charles “lliiott) "mamma", Merton has only one
full brother Neville, who lives with the parents, ler
ton has a half-brother by the same mother,: Percival
Yyer, His father Allan Oyer is the nephew of 3hoda Ll-
liot. Herton's half sister by the same nother is Edith
Fowell, Her father was Joseph Powell the uncle of Vincen
Powell the present "boss" of lierton in the Growers Ass,
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Merton's education. He was sent by his grandparents
to Bu -Sasannsh school and he finished the 6th stand.
After the school he was learning carpentry for two years
with hils uncle Calbert Elliott. After this he learned
for two years masonnery with a mason working at the fac=-

to

r%érton's occupations He was offered once to work
with the “anaica %ei?are, but somehow this didn't ma-
terllize. ‘He 1s at present the assistant secretary of
the Growers Assoclation. In thls capacity he 1s employed
9 = 10 months & year. “uring his holidays he cultivates
and also does some building. At present he works Xuxirry

in collaboration with his uncle Calbert Zlliott

Herton was working for the last few weeks at lr., ‘obine
son's house. He also cultivates.

: .
gorton was the favourite granny of “harles, who re=
garded him as the youngest son. The old man gave Merton
2 acres of land. (Though how it 1s possible I don't
know, as according to HMoses and Bornelious £1liott this
was fanlly land which “orothy “inelalr gave-to her
grandeh'ldren. The old*home (in which “harles lived)
with the 2§ acres to it i1s to be the lot of the youn-
gest:Calbert £lllott in adiltion to his share of 25.)

Anyhow Herton has 2 acres of home land and 6 acres
in Duff House which he bought from the Govermment
Settlement at £5 per acre.

ultlvations: Vera is an exceptional wife who is

very well informed about the cultivations. Tomatoes
brought thls year £50. They have 2 acres of gulnea
grass which she regards as important as"food". They
have about 50 hills of yams, % acre of aassava and snall
quantities of corn and sweet potatoes. The garden round
the house she cultivates herself. ihere is corn, escal-
llon, some mellons. She looks alse after the pig and
the hens. They started the "Poultry scheme".(The only
other person in Bull-Savannah dolng it 1is Vincent Powel)
They hﬁvo 20 white Leghorns, the eggs are sold to the
¢o=op "pool"”, They keep also two sheep., Vera prefers
her husband to cultivate than to do the bullding."Ready
money 1is not everything to me. It's hard when you work

the land, but you reap when it grow. You don't have to
spend on shop, "

His wife vfﬁ! o 3he 1s an exceptional yo woman,

I haven't net Ull-3avannah a woman of hegngge who

would take such an intelligent and active part in the

Xroductiv‘ activities of the household. Shevmmkesvivy
lthough their econonie position and especlally the
earnings of Francis are well above the average, she

earns also by making ginger beer and selling it on the
mornings on the road. “he buys ginger in the narket

in Alligator Pond or Handeville. "You can grate it but
we beat 1t. You can set it in & vessel like that(she
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showed me a suall tin bucket) and leave overnicht. In
the morning you dilute with water and add sugar.‘&l}
you have to do now is to pour it into bottles - it is
ready." “he sells to the people who come in the mor-
ning to work in the factory. Though the tomato season
is over there are many people employed in build}ng of
the sheds etc. right now. "You can earn }he day’'s ex=
pense 4,5, 6/~ shillings in one morming. .

She just finished cleaning the house "We both 8o,
out in the morning and you never know what might hapopens.
She doesn't work in the factory during the seasons
"With the garden and house, and lunch to be ready." She
also has the youngest baby at the house to look after,
and the hens,

Vera 1s a striking beauty and what 1s more she
doesn't seem to take much notice of it. She has deli-
cate regular features of an Italian “andonna.She is
svelt and graceful and - what is extreenely rare - has
beautiful white teeth - all her own. But she seens to
be much more interested in her work and econocnies than
personal appearance, The kerchief was unpretentiously
tled over her black wavy hailr and her ready smile had
nothing of coquetry in it. This comb ' nation of physical
loveliness with a nalve shrewdness and businesslike be-
haviour is rather touching, What is also exceptional
about Vera 1s her lack of inhibitions. Most of the old
women I meet for the first time seem to be "weel in they
place". But the young ones are always at the first con-
tact at least fidgety, either too shy or too boisterous
as if uncertain what attitude they have to adopt towards
Meé, Or concerned how I am going to place theu. I had
no pains with Vera to established at once a ri
natural contact as between nelghbours and I felt she
didn't have a moment hesitation how to treat me or to
address me. She is proud of everything she has and does.
She must feel happy of her accomplishments in life.

_Vera was born in Rose Hall."But my fanily from
Bull=sa + Iy 2other was born right at the old Po
well house where Mancy FPowell 1ives nows" The father
of her nother was Daniel Broomf'ield. He went to Colan
"At that time many people went there, but things weren't
80 bright they expect. ‘e fret, and the first letter we
got from him was death letter,” The mother of her mother
was Fanny Powell., Vera's mother Latty Broomfield was
taken as a kmMyx child by an aunt in “ose Hall, "There
ny mother met and married my father, Broomfield married
to Broomfield, T parents are alive and live in Rose
Hall with Yera's two sisters and two brothers.,

AftLer Vera finished the gchool in _ose Hall she
came to stay with her aunt Martha Broomf£i81d in Bull-
Savannah, fere she met Frenois -lerton about 10 years ago

and started to have children with him. "wWe have two be
fore we marry,"
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i(-N ¥eg§'% cnildran§ The three eldest ones stay wlth fanl.l)
e eldest Doy Naldy 8 yrs old stays with the parents

of herton. (Naldy was present af our canvergation)“

The ddughter Morine stays with Vera's aunt Martha Broon-
field "over the road", The seon® daughter Sybil is with
era's mother in foge Hgll, The youngest baby son “erton

Y yr old sleeps,at present at home, but stays for the

day with “erton s mother. "But we have to plan for the

l | future, The old~people may died’ag we must prepare for

the children." Vera is very busy preparing for the fu=
: ture." ‘"hen I offered her a cigavette she pronosed we
gsmoke af¥er she finighes the washing of the bottles.
I~ ; She did 1t methodleally, and after the task was fini-
fhed we went to the kitchen to xgekvRirexfxmm 1lit the
‘ cigarettes from the Tire. In the kitchen a pot was boiz
~ 1ing gn the fire for dlnner.
‘ $era sald she will vigit us one day with Merton.

j (No woman ever proposed it. Visiting 4s done exclusively
| by man - the more @fficial visiting on special occasions
| among neighbours. Women visit each cther informally.)
| “i ieave it to Merton." she said about the time of the

visit. '

The building of the tanks Vera was very eager 4o

get her own ta§E§ “he explained to me that they have a

fanlily tank" from whish the household of Calbert Ll
liot and phoda “lliott were also taking water. But she
consldered 1t not sufficient. "Too many of us for this
| watar." She wanted one near her house "In the future
8t11l more of us here." Herton was building it for the
last week. 9wing to this work he didn't earn much bui-
lding. But Yera thinks a tank i1s a better investment
than a few shillings. "A tank is for life."

~ Life in Roge Hall, V¥era says she prefers to live

in Bull-3avannah. "Can make more money and the land

quicker.” In “ose Hall it is too cold for tomatoes.

The man cash crop is still tobacco which by far doesn't

E;y aslzgzl ag ggwatoes. esides the soill 1s "slow."

ou » L an ve Lo walt 5 « 6 months, he

the sa%: in 3 -4 amotnhs." AN i haye
1so the place here is more densl opulated.

In “eose Hall houses are far apart, thereyig gg traf-

fio,'no people coming ang going like here, which suits

Vera's business.

She goes to see her family in “ose Hall when sh
has time, It is 8} miles from Bull=-8avannah, e
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Information from Leo Porell,
Interv,Mlerton Franeis ani Vere Franeis,
14,6,48,

:.00 ?’7.8.480

.................

Franeis Merton, 27,
Froneis Vera, wife, 28,
Praneis Melton, son, 1.

''''''

W is =on of Adolphous Franeis and Imecindes

s¢ Has on full brothers, Neville Francis, living

with xéarenta; half brrther Percival Dyer /with motherx

and s ’pﬁthor and one halfsister, Fdith Powell /throgh

mother Iin Kingston.

E&E Franeis, nee Bromfield, Daughter of Letty and Charles
elde

Herton and Franeis met © years sgo, merried mmiyrxdmmukhxxx

in 1947, Ewectkrpethpzoamix Startsd to share house only

4 months s Then he built his house,

They have ilaren: € years old Naldy is with Adolphous

Freneis, his grandfether; 6 years old lMorene Franeis is

with hemr her mother’s aunt Martha Bromfield /in B.fl.}.

4 years old Sybil Prameis is vith Vera’s mother,t Iatty

Bromf'ield, in Rose Hall,

Vere has 2 brothers and 2 sisters, living in Rose Hsll,

and one half sister, Pearl l%?n. living with grandmother

Jane Bronfield /in Rose Ha .

House?: 2 rormmse Furne? 2 beds, 1 table, 1 eabimet, 4 cheir
Iand? € acres in 2 lots, 2 sehomeland, 6 eee in Duff House
Homeland inheritod, the rest bought from L.Settl, for L30,
4 8Ce mltivated' 2 w&ss. 2 WOOdland.
Tress? 2 gemangoes, 1 cocomt, ‘
Tomatoes® 7000, 150, 44 yem hills, 1/” ac.cassave, 2 sagch,
eorn, =2 s0e.Chered peas, 1 sq.chesv.potatoess,
2 'hﬁ@p’ 1 Pig, 21 hens, Iﬁm.
lerton is ass.seer.of Tom,Crow.)ss. in Be'e ®Bxrmx Does
bookkeepinge Earns L50 fearly, Kerkexinxihaxsfrteesxdwrtnr:
mxxxonzx /holf year work/. Is also a carnenter,
‘eekly spendings: °0/-, On clothes last yoar: L30, “n docto
240@ - L10, L3 I:pont on sntertainments,

insurance st year, L1° investm, in 1
Vear is Anglican, Herton - Jeh.,7itnm, P



