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Vigit at homes Interve. Evelyn Powell.

19474484
Te0,

I came about 5 pene Mrase Powell was malking bammies
in her kitchen. Her younger slster was sitting with“tho
last baby of Mrs.Powell in her arms. Five more children
were in or near the kitchen.

Samuel Powellls the son of Mi
Preaent househol :o i fadhs o add i ié?.
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Pawell Samuel head 34 bgrn B.Save angl. mason
| " Evelyn wife 30 Top Hill

j AN " Milford son 3 % Black River (hospital)
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B\ ! \4 ” %&gﬁiﬁg son 2 " Bull 3%vannah
\A | " Mgélton son -3/12 .
Q) 3tephenson Bever%; sist~in~law 13 born Ball.Valley

%%e houge. 7 “7
3 e .last but one house at the eastern end of

the Green Olive Valley, situated between the house of
Michael Powell (hvtvigxtndxwhioh is lower) and the house
of Ernest Fowell (which is higher up the hill).
_— - * The house was built by 2anuel Powell about 3 years
agos It 1s well and stronly pullt. And - rare occurence =
with some attention to the kitchen, which will be describel
later on, The house has two romms. In the one in which
I had dinner there were two beds covered with white clean
sheets, a big chest of drawers made of mahogany with some
decoratlions carved. This was made by a carpented in Ball
ards Yalley and brought here by iri, Fowell. In the mid-
dle of the room a small round table on a fancy leg "my
husband bullt it". On this table were some flowers in a
\ vase, a photograph of one of irs, Fowell slsters and some
books.As it is extreemely rare to find books on other than
religious subjects I hook a note of thelr titles. There |
weret 1/ one small prayer book, 2/ Rider's digest of 1946
- sent by an aunt from America - 3/ "Tarzan and the Gole
den Lion" borrowed from Cisline rowell 4/ "While the clock
ticked" - a book of mild mistery type. The name of Vincent
Powell was on it. “rs. Powell told me that 1t ls a very
interesting book so I borrowed it to see what there is so
interesting. In this room was another table on which my
dinner was served, «ask-gtowd i baoiw.
In front o% the house 1s a big catchment with a
tahk. The tank is govered with big logs and barbed wire.
To get water one has to approach the tank by two asteps to
which leads a little pgate which 1s locked, This precaution
is made because of the children, as some disastrous acci-
dents did happen (E1i Sippson's dauchter was drowned a few
years aggﬂigithgngaiangsl tank.)
c 8 beiow the house Just o site the
little gate to the tank, It is a big goom wﬁfﬁ cemented
gloor. A cemented floor in the kitchen 1s a luxury by the
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local standards (or perhaps Jjust not custom) Right now I
can't remember another kitchen in Bull 3avannah with ce=
mented floor. The"fire table" is polished. There 1s a
wooden safe on one side of the fire place. At the other
end of the kitchen there i1s a window with a wooden shutte
in shape of a little doors This also is exceptional. ASs &
rule kitchens do not have windows here. J
Near the window a big shelf on which there was a
sack with peas.Alnngside both longer walls low benches,
broad and properly made - not Jjust a board on some boxess

_%fg_%%ggxgigggg;% is a svelt cheerful young woman
“he was ¢ a clean, but patched in some places, pink
frogk with a floral design./Her head was tled tm a white
kerchief. She knew about me from her nother-inelaw whom I
visited a few tlmes.Without interrupting her occupation
- bgking bamiles - sHe chatted with me cheerfully and I
felt at once an easy and friendly at}frosphere. She told m
gladly and not without some pride her faniiy LiStory:

Her parents were Jacob and Hilda Stephenson.Her
father was born in Ballards Valley but later on settled
for many years in Top Hs1le There Evelyn and some of her
8iblings were born. However after the death of the pater=
nal grandfather whno left quite a lot of land in Ballards
axtvgrandfxtiervihoyteftxwuikax Valley, Lvelyn's father
went back from Topf Hill to the plag@e of his nirth. Lvelvr
explained that there was nobody"to take sare of the Jold
home" so her father had to go backe

Jacob and Hilda Stephenson had 17 children, of ,
whom 4 died and 13 are still aiive. The father of Lvelyn |
died a few years ago, but the mother lives in Baliards Va
lley with some of the chiidren and “velyn says that in
splte of so many children she looks "as young as me."
3ince her family is not from Bulle~ avannah I didn't take
the names and ages of her sisters &nd brothers as it is
an exhaustive business for the informant and usually mars
the interview, She had 11 sisters and 6 brothers. One bro-
ther is in America on contract, one brother "living to hinm
8elf” 1in a separate house in “allards Valley. Three siateﬂ
are ln Kingstone Two of them work in the lachado factory
gaking c¢igars. The third stays with then learning sewing,

One sister married the other day", but Zvelyn didn't g0
to the wedding as she couldn't leave her little baby .
One sgister - Begerly - lives with Evelxn helping her in
the household. She goes to school and "is in the 5th book"
IOnlg six in t?e ?ﬁﬁf wilth mother" sald Evelyn. But arter
made some calcu ons we reached the conclus '
it is "onéz ?” in the home . Mt . ‘
, elyn was brought up in her parents home
in Yop H11l and then in Ballards Valleg? She says ah:%r:§l
the ghildren were brought up in the home. The grandfather
had “lots of land". Even Evelyn's father had a lot of land
He left some to each ch1l® and Evelyn got 2 acres in Bgle
lards Valley as her share. It is cultivated by somebody on
shares for her, Her father had also land in Little Fedro
Villages I visited thls quaint little fishing village a
few months ago and found in my file (Villages and Towns
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Fasc l.) that a good part of the land there belongs Lo a
5teghongon who rents it to people, either as "house spots"
or "hallo" - a place for boat on the beach.

Her nmarrilage

I asked lrs.Evelyn how she met her husband, and how
was 1t that he choose a girl from Ballards Valley. She said
"It's me who has chosen him," and laughed. 3he was quite
sure it was her cholee which declided. 3he had the two firs
children while still living in her nother's home, Zhevuxre
At that time Samuel - her present husband - 81idn't have
‘yet his bwn house and was living in his father's home. “ve
lyn married about 2§ years ago and came to live in Bulle ﬂ
Savammah with her husband when the new house was finlghed.

Her children

]
i\ ﬂ

She had her first two children in the Black ““iver
hospitales "I was a coward" she said. All the births were
normal though painful, "It 1s terrible" she says spea:ring
about the event. Her two.last children were born in Bull
Savannah, Miss "@ella"(Francella 3impson was called to
help. Mrs. Lvelyn 1s velry satisfied with the services of
Mlss Cella. Evelyn wouldn't like to have more children.
"They take too much of me, born too quick" SIn a too quick
guccession). llowever she isn't sure she won't have any more
"You can't tell." She is rather glad she has four boys.
"They can help themselves better".

When she married she brought to her nusband's home
two sisters with her: Etta and Peerly. “fter a time LEtta
returned to Ballards Yalley and Beverly stays with her,
The sister who is learning sewin® in Kingston expects to

g0 to America. The aunt who lives there promised to "send
for her.,"

The sick child,

Her third son Lennard who is 2 years old was bornm
with a split palate. When he was fed all the food would €0
to his noses He was taken to Kingston to the hospital
and stayed there for 6 months. Zvelyn would go to Kingston
to visit the child, The palate was onerated on and the
child can eat. However it doesn't seem quite normal, His
legs are thin and a little bent. He can't walk. His face 1
1s without expression, or rather motionless, he keeps his
mouth open and stars in a vold blunt way. “uring my long
vislt there he didn't utter a single sound; He was sitting
first on the ground in front of the kitchen, Then somebody
brought him inside and he was sitting on the floor, in the |
door way. He wetted the place and was removed again oute
slde. His body 1s rather lump and they move him like a %
thing., UMrs, Zvelyn didn't seem very upset about his state
She sald she thinks he will walk, perhaps the thought that
the child will be underdeveloped didn't yet enter her head
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The baby lilton

M1lton was born last April. Mrs. Evelyn worked
almost t11l the end of her pregnancy in the pac%lng houge
wrapping tonatoes. "I work ther with my stummik®, Hilton
had a clean blue frock and a blue decorative ERXuX bonnet,
on his head. A white soft dlaper was tled between his
legs and pinned with a safety pln in the front. Beverly
was keeping him all the time on her knees. A napkin was
put under him. When he wetted himself Beverly undid the
dlaper (I thought it was simdx too tight pressing his t,omm=-
my and _everly had some difficultles to open the saflely

pin) ahh took him to the home Lo change.

The child's legs and hands were covered with some
erruptions wnich must have itched him as 1t was scratched.
Also hls face was sratched. Evelyn sald that 1t was because
he was teething. I noticed that his nalls were very long
with the exception of the one on his "index" finger of the
right hand which was almost non-existant (the nail) I be=-
11eve 1t was because he kept constantly sucking thls fine
gere I noticed that in Jamalca mutidwenx even big chile
dren of aghool age 8, 9 and even 1Q yearg old suck their
fingers. Ysually two of them: the "index and middle fin-
ger. “ometimes the mothers or grandnothers tell them not
to do so, but as a rule nobody pays much attentlon to it.
In my country usually children who start to speak don't
guck their finger, and Af they do they usually hide fymmv
shev it from the adults as it 1s considered improper and
they are shamed for doing 1t. I also noticed that "young
ladies" in ther thirties (30) also have thls custom.“hose
I observed doing it are not fro. the country but frofi lo=-
wer middle class from towne Whether it 1s done as a mani-
cure §pplication'or'whether ¥t 1s Just a mechanical habit
I din"t dare to ask.

The baby Milton however seemed quite happy and
cheerful, I talked to him and he smiled back , He kept his
head well and seemed to me rather strong and well develop-
ped for his three months., He is fed exclusively on mother's
breast. She keeps hours of feeding but not too strictly.
Mra. Evelyn says that she always had enough milk to feed
her babies., If however a woman hasn't enough 1t is good
to drink a lot of water and particularly to eat "lots of
soup”. When afterwards I was offered dinner “ras. “velyn

was glving breast to the baby who fell asleep during the
procedure,

Hfieans of subsistence.

“yelyn told me that her husband bought 3/4 acre
from his father on which he bullt his house and two nore
acres also from the father in the woodlands. With the two
acres “velyn has in Ballards Vallex they have together

and tomatoes. Eve
hasn't got to buy cassava or peas or corn fo pr s
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home use. The maln income however is derived from her
hugsband's trade. He 1s the chlef mason at the factorye.
Sanuel learned masonery from Lmanuel FPowell who used to
be the chief mason at the factory, but after his death
last year Pamuel succeded him in this job. The usual
rate for masons at the factory is 6/= per day but Sanuel
is getting more, however “velyn didn't tell me how much.
I expect he gets £3 per week - the same as the chief care
penter Calbert Elliott. (I know it from the factory pay-
bill). At present Samuel is very busy. He comes for lunch
and goes back to work coming sometimes after darke.
Samuel hasn't got time to cultlvate his land., He does a
little work during some $lack periods, but as a rule he
hires labour., He gets boys from Thatch Walk. It 18 not a
speclal one, He pilcks the boys at the Tactory for spora=
310 taskss “uring the season Evelyn works also in the
actory.

Budget, and dlet.

Evelyn says she has to spend £1 weekly for the
shop. Very often she runs short of cassava which is brought
Xmx from the woodlands on Saturdays. She has then to buy
flour at the shop. Also she buys milk for the children
the powdered milk in tins "K1im" She pays 4/6 for a tin.
gooently she got a goat from her sister from Ballards

alley. The goat has had two kids and now Lyelyn has fregh
goat milk for her children. 3he says fresh milk is much
better than the powdered one. 3he estimates it has more
nutritional value,

Fresh flsh is brought every other day from Alli-
gator Pond. Lvelyn didn't remember the name of the girl
who brings the fish regularly, she only knew the girl is
from Shaddock Hill, To-day the fish was brought rather lae
te and Lvelyn was worried as the baunies were ready and
she planned to have fish and bainles for dinner. The fish
were brought at last. Evelyn saw the girl through the
kiltchen window going to her mother-in-law place and gert
the little “erline to fetech them. There were about 20
of them on a string the gize of an average herring and pik
«*velyn sald they were calied "wenchman fish", or
these she pald 1/6. Sometimes she pays 2/~, She complai=
ned that sinece the tPucks come to Alligator Pond to buy
fish for Kingston the loecal people ean't get good fish.
(The same complaint made her motherein-law the other day)
She fried the fish on a frying pan in oil, “he said it
was difficult to get oil now and she didn't like to use
butter (In reality butterine, real butter is unobtai=-
nable in the village) “efore frying the fish she went to
the tank and washed them pouring water over them, While
she was frying she took some oll from the pan with a
Sspoon, poured it on her left hand and tasted it, I wonde=
red how the hot oil didn't bumm her. Then she told her
sister to bring some 'seallion from the garden. his ghe
washed again and smkx chopped it into small plecés,
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Etiquette,

While we were in the kitchen I sald that I liked
bammiess I really think it is an excellent and tasty ba=
slc foods The bread i1s awfull here. It 1s baked in the
bigger towns and senfi to the shops. It must be prepared
in a way to keep fresh long and it has the texture and
taste of wet cotton wool. It is almost chalk white and
somehow glves an impression of deadness. A baunf is of
the shape of a pancakej elastic and firm is pleasant to
bite ins It has a "raw flavour and is very nutritious.
“vyelyn asked me whether I would like some. I sald of cour=
se 1 would love to have some of her baumies. However I
stayed quite long and was getting uo to gos “velyn was

. ; disappointed "Won't you have some bammy and figh"? e
I stayed for the meal, -
~ %hile jhe fish were fried the eldest boy Iikelyn
started to wh%ﬁer he wanted some and was pulling his moe
ther' skirt., fle didn't get a fish however, got a plece
of bammy and wént outside to eat it. Lvelyn says the
children don't wait for the father with dinner as he comes

often late. .
_ “yelyn sent her sister to the house to bring p1&~i
~\ , tes. Beverly brought a big white plate and three white

the green one tclling she has to bring a white one inst
On the big square plate two plates were put: in one bam-
mies in the other flsh. Thesef plates were covered each
with another plate. The whole was talken by Evelyn to the
houses She stayed there for a few minutes and then came
back and sald "You may come". I followed her to the houe
86s On the table covered with a white cloth the food was
serveds Lyelyn showed me the basin full of water and I
. washed my hands and got a clean towel to wipe them, Then
I sat at the tables There was only one plate with fork and
knife, I asked “velyn whether she won't keep me cou
but she sald no laughing shyly. So I sat and proceeded %o
eat. The children followed us and were in the door WaYy «
‘theywere promptly however told by Bvelyn.to go away. The
kitohen seems to be their realm, but the“foom where a gued
of honour is entertained the children are not allowed,
Evelyn sat on the other side of the table but didn't eat,
After a while her sister brought the baby liliton and Eveln
gave him greaat to suck., ¢
here were three fishes sprinkled with en es
1lion, freshly fried and very appetizing, I ate %ﬁ: ain-k.
ner with pleasure. Evelyn said the salt fish costs just
the same and she prefers the fresh one as it 1is healthier,
3he seems to attach great lmportance to fresh food which
8eems to me a healthy symptom in this tin fed country,
- “hile I ate we talked about various things. “he |
sald she prefered Bu11~qavannah to Yop H1ll andBallards

ordinary size ones and one green. “velyn sent her back wiq
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Valley as the place here 1s much more lively - there are
more activities here.

Religion

She didn't approve however of the various reli-
glous activities. 35he is an anglican: "I go to the ane
glican chureh and my husband t00." 3he said in Ballards

alley there weren't any such churches like Jehovah Wit-
ness and 58ible “hurch of God or Seven Day Adventists.
gome of the Adventlst go there preaching but in Ballards
alley"we have only church" (meaningz anclican). 3he was
particularly against the Jehovah Witness. "Them curse
and do such things in the field (?) and they say theg are
the right wag". None of her father-inelaw fanily is Jeho=
vah "itness with the exception of Ceeiline who joined be=
cause of her fiancee ¥incent rFowell., Her mother in law
oes also to the anglican church. She-didn't approve of
such churches",

Physical maturlty of zirls.

8peaking of children ete, Evelyn said that many
girls have children t00 young. 3he thinks the babies can't
be strong, they are not strong when the mother is so oung
It is deterioration. "*he girl not yet developed, isn't
strong enough for the baby." I asked at what age the girls
started to have thelr period. Zvelyn said at 11 or 12, But
previously (I understood in her mother's young days) there
were"big women of 15" who only then got their period. It
used to be so, but now 1t changed and girls get the period
at 11 and 12, I agked her what was the reason for thls
change. She didn't kmow, but is certain it 1s so. (I wone
der whether with the darkening of the Ballards V DO=
pulation the big-er admixture of the african blood could
have an influence upon an earlier naturity. However it
might be just a legend.)

-------

She was expecting her husband to return from work
and wanted me to meet him, It was settin% late however ani
I had still another home on my schedule, I didn't want ale
80 to tire Evelyn and keep her from her numerous occupa=~
tions. The children were claimoring their dinner and must
g?:e been rather cross with 2e for eating first the best

Se

After I have finished the dinner “velyn 20ld her
sister to bring water. This was brought in a big glass Jar
and a slaas on a small plate put upside down. This is the
custom in vYamaica to put plates and classes and cups upe
‘side downr:g iliozizgd dugt ton't dirty it. Food is al -
ways cove 00 & plate when
8it at the table, 4 SATIRL Wetere e

It was a pleasant visit in a happy home,
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