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22/13/26

Perkins Jane head F,3, 41 2.1.’,St.Elizab. coloured, angl, W,1l, farmer

)
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Owne 6 acres, rents 3 acres from McDonald Rebecca Jun-
ction P,0, Cultivates 3, not used 3 ac, grazing 3 ac,
Vzalue of land and buildings £150, Value of building £70
Employs during 6 weeks 2 labourers,

cabbages ~ % 0,2 Okras 5 dozens, escallions 0,1 ac
tomatoes ¥ ac = 2000 ibs, water welons 0,1 ac,

i ackee, 3 avocnaoes, 3 coconuts, 1 lime, 2 mangoes,
2 pawpaws, 1 cashew nut,

0,1 corn, 1 ac congo peas, % cassava, 0,1 cocoes,

% sweet pot, 3/20 yams, % tobaccos 300 1bs,

3 sheep, 1 goat, 1 swine 4 hens 4 rabbits.
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Interviewed Jane Perkins.

I went over to Clarence Perkins house and one of{his
children took me over to their grand mother Mary Per-
kins. OShortly after,Jane arrived.

Jane sald that the people ealled where she lived Thatch
Walk "but it is not ‘hatch Walk. Thateh Walk is lower
down. llere is really Bull Savanah, and if you go by’
the old patent the right name im Seaton Run."

Family History.

Jane's mother Mary Perkins came from Top Hill. Her
maiden name is Brooks. lMary am® is a sister of David
Brooks (now dead) Henreitta Brooks' husband. Jane did
not say David lived at ‘hatch Walk she only pointed and
said "down that way." All the Brooks in Thatech Walk
are related to her through her mother. Mary does not
know where her father William Brooks came from.

Mary's sisters and brothers are :

Henry - father of Nicholas Brookss

Joe e father of Martha Brooks.

Ann - Albert, daCosta and Francis Sineclair. Frangis

@ L IR

David - died at Thateh Walk. did not get the name of
his children.

William and Robert were soldiers. William died in
Kingston but was buried in Bull Savanah on the
family land.""Robert @id not have any settlement
died at sea."

Charlie died in the island.

Mary istthe only one alive.

Children of Mary and Edward Perkins.

Estella -"married and live in St. Sndrew."

Hicholas - died abroad, His only child Ellen came out
to Jamaica when ghe was about 8 years old,
She was reared by Jane, Ellen was sent to
the Bull Sgvanah school, then to Blake Tuto-
rial ( a private Secondary school in Kingston'
She was afferwards sent off to the States.
"Ellen is now a doctress." Ellen went back
to Amerieca about 2 years ago.

Albert » in America, He has 4 children. "3 of them
were here with me," Jean died at 13. Joyce
went off to /Ameriea after leaving the Half
Way Tree High School. Albert isg now at the

Half Viay Tree Elementary School. Lhesge
children remained in Half Way Tree with theipr
Tather's sister lirs. Larwood. "since she ig

a teacher and I gece gh- ean help them more
than me ; I Just send them Oon.

Agneg - died in Jamaica and left 3 children. Jane
reared them. One left fop the States in ! 4
and the other 2 are living in the home wi/. >

: W yhes
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her. "“ne of them out school but the other one take

* himsqlf out of school. Since them can wogk the toma-

g toe them don't worry with the school." The bigger

boy would like to be a mechanic. Jane gri?d to get him
in at HoMwood Practical Training Centre. He did not
get in because he did not pass the First Jamaica Local
Exam. Jane intends sending him to one of the garages
in Kingston. Jane wanted Lloyd to go off to America :
"Jjust as I put him on the qouta, immigbation close down.
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| ~.. Sarah - another sister is in the States. Her last
: .} visit to Jamaica was in 1946

Most of Jane's sisters and brothers who live in the
United States send their children to Jamaica when they
| are younge <they prefer the Jamaican standard of edu-
a cation. "Especially english." the children generally
| ~ ) return to America wheg they cet bigger. "They want to
' go back and work and help them other one. People are
willing to educate their children, but nothing to do
< here." The relatives abroad generally help those in
Jamaica to get over.

m;\\ Nicholas was the first one who left the idland. He
went to Cuba and then to America. "All of them go to
Cuba first.”

Jane only went to Cuba. In 1935 she wanted to go to
- America but the same time her sister Agnes died "Could

not think of leaving the children and my mother could

not look after them." Since 1946 her name has been

on the quota to travel to America. She was sent for
3 in 'L8, but owing to illness she could not go. One of
A her brother in laws in the States says "he will file
all papers in Washington"for her. dJane would like to
; travel again, She wants to go and earn some money so
y that she will be able to help the smaller ones.

One of her nieces - Valarie Barrett, went to America
on vacation for 6 months. On her return home she boar-
ded out her 2 children and told her husband that she
would be going back. She sent the girl to Wolmers and
the boy to Kingston College. Jane stated that Rigley
Barrett, the children's uncle was Headmaster of Kingse
ston College, he used to teach at Munro before he got
that position. (Bishop Gibson is Headmasterp of KeC.
Barrett may be one of the llasters attached to the f£
school.) I saw the photograph of these 2 ehildren.

Valarie told her Amnt that while on vacation she earned
£10 a week and here she battered her fingers on/type-
writer and was not able to buy herself a good pair of
shoes. Valarie is now working in Amerieca in the days

and she goes to school at nights. After a while she
will return home.

Jane returned to Jamaica because she was longing to see
her mother.

Land

Jane does not know how nany acres of land her parents
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possessed. Jane was given half an acre. She has the

title for 1ite. Clarence a brother who lives near to

Jane "got his portion,“the balance now belonging to the
others.” 9Yane bought 6 acres in the woods. She also

has 2 other pieces, one is 1 acre and the other 1} acres.
She employs people to work on her land, Pays them

3/- a day. "Sometime have up to & men working, when I

feed them I don't pay 3/- .

House

The house is a lovely 6 appartment concrete nog build-
ing with a wide verandah. Two of the rooms are ren-
ted to taachers. The boys occupy onee The one dowm -
stairs is used as the dining roomy Jane and her mother
occupies one room, and the other is the living roome
Jane proudly showed me around the house. There are
guikm a lot of photographs of her relatives some of whom
are liming in the island and some in America. The
dining room is now used to store cement which is going
to be used on the new tank. Jane does not hope to have
any worry as far as water is concerned when the takk is
emmpiried ready for use.

The house was built by!Barah, Fan, and Jane. The con-
tractor was Neil from Manchester. Iewitt from Ballards
Valley was one of the carpenters and Roye and Elliott
from Bull Savanah.

Maud - one of Jane's sisters is building her own home
at Royal Flat, Manchester.

"

Perkins history, .
; FE -
Jane's father's;father was an English man,"his wife was
Jamalcan.” He went bac to England and died there leav-
ing his son Benjamin in the island. Benjamin'sg wife
was Martha Rochester. "I hear thet him meet her at
Alligator Pond wharf. Down there was a busy place you
know." Agked what Martha was doing there "Must be a
yougg girl go down there to spree.” Edward, Jane's
father was born at Cheapside.

Jane showed me two small buildings very old now,£Ad they
are quite near to the big house. She was boen in one

of the houses and her parents lived there before this
big house was erected.

Edward was not at home when I called. I am not sure if
he lives in the big house.

The room in which the interview took place is a big
spacious one. There were 2 beds, made alike and they
were covered with the same colour spread. There was a
table behind one of the beds, and another table very
near to the door; the cloth on this table was badly torn,
The beds were well made and the vanity was neat and tidy.
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Life on the sea.

Some of ﬁane's relavives were fishermen.(I have for-
gotten tHe names) ‘hey often told her stories of their
fishing voyages. One of them told her that he saw a
huge monster with horns and there was a rope attached
to 1t and the rope tied up the fish pot. Vhen the fisher

n saw it they were afraid. ‘¢ was not able to tell
g:ne what it was but she thinks it was the "sea devil."
She got a present of a lovely tree which grew at the
bottom of the sea. She had it for a time but after-
wards sent tt to New York 4 to a friend.

She also heard of a fish which is supposed to be the one
that Christ stepped on. "As him step on it you know,
one eye kind of pulp out in the other one,and you can
see his foot print in the back of the fish. All the
toe mark." Christ is supposed to have stepped on one
fish and all the others/after that came with the mark.

lary - Jane's mother said little or nothing throughout
the interview. Jane stated that mka was quist all the
time,

Another houce.

Jane has a one roomed house on the same ptemises ag the
bug ¥mE but much nearer the road. This house is neatly
thatched and the ceiling is of linoléum. Zhafxrmax

is furnished. During the hot months she sleeps in that

building "and sometimes I eone hereq and sew." She also
rents it out.sometimes.
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Jane Derkins was busy entertaining her guests.

The doors of the living room which weseclosed yestey-
day, masxnsw were now wide open. I saw Mary;(Jane's
mother) sitting at the door with one of the visitors
arm around her. The stranger was the wife of one of
her sons in Americae. The son died and she married
againe She is now in the island on vacation, and
came up to sce the Perkins family. She intended to
return to Manchester in the afternoon.

I told Jane I would like to see her father. She said
he was outcide a short time ago but she could not say
where he was at the moment. She left shortly after-
wards and said she would £/¥ try and find him for me.
Jane returned to K¢ the 1iving room awice and did not
say anything about her father's coming to me or whethe
or not she had seen him. 8he started to prepare tea
for her guests and I left without seeing the old man.

Interviewed Elga Vhitter

Elsa lives very negr the Perkins' family. I asked
her if she was in any way connected to that family.
She said "no,we are nnly good neighbours." She said
the Perkins were a rich sect of people. "Them have
money, you see and them help them one another, help
them one arother! P artly the whole of them over sea,
Bula"(Jane's niece) " she just gone last year, and I
believe Lloyd / him soon go "

Edward and iary have not been living together for
yearss "ghe o0ld woman too miserable. Him live in
the little house round the backe. I don't believe
from the big house make him ever go in there. If
you ever sce the man you would not know is Miss Jane
father, good quality man, you know." Agked if he
was better than Mary "What, the old woman black like
what, I don't know how him married to her."

Jane does not look after Edward at all. lle has an
outside daughter - Dgphne rerkins who lives at Thateh
Walk. She cooks for him sometimes and at other times
he does it gfor himself. Elsa did not remember the
name of Daphne's mother. "Sarah, one of the daughter
in America sends money to her father regularly. Bhe
pay the maid and she look after the old man well’/

The kitchen connected to the big house is used by the
2 teachers, "Miss Jane she have her own kithhen
and her own little house. When she ready she stay
up there. Miss Jane she good and she bad. The

lady up there, she say she was away for 27 years. Is
80 people must travel eh."

Jane said her mother was the oldest Brooks in Bull
Savanah. Next to her in age ih Martha Bpooks.
According to Census Schedule Jane had 2 children only
1 qlive. She told me she did not have anye
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Interviewsd Edward Perking -~ 87.

Fanily History .

Eaward's father's fother was Denjamin Perkins "a white

mane He had ¢ child by Kete Baprows a ¥iask woman
also called Nonjamin. Ben jamin nior went away to
Austrelia "only get 1 letter fpom him." Kate's sister
"¥rs Dillen, was black, them was the same mother but
different father."

Settlement

Edward's father,Benjanin uged to live in Malvern. e
was a painter and used to work for Charles Ilsaacs._
Charles %ook Nixxin:BmiixSsymaak Benjamin and®old Forbes
to Bull Savanah Charles wag also a white man. "As
my father have a touch of white, him cleave to the white
Father use to work for Charlee all the time. |fhen
him come here him stop with Benjamin Senior. hen him
gsoce me mother, court me mother, and married to me mo-
ther." Edward's mother was Martha Rochester. "My fa-
ther, RBenjamin Senior and Tommy Rechester are the first
people come to Bull Savanah,"

One of Edward's brothers died in Panama. Jane - his
sister died in Port kweftha L mion.,

Land

Before Benjamin bought lend he used to live with his
wife's people at Creen 0Olive. "Him buy land from old
Mr. Myers, it is called Seaton Patent" Edward does

not rcmember how many acres. "Barrett Pen,a place in
Kingston was for my father. His father leave it for
him and lprg. Dillon rob it away. She was to live on it
for her life snd after her death, fatheyr should get it;
but sister BeckUEdward's sister) lose the title. Don't
know who own it. Lagst time 1 hear, nobody settle on it.

Denjamin's land wae divided between Beck - living in
Lingston - Clarenee/is now working on her portion but
she pays the taxes. IMrs. Simpson - living at Chocolate

Hole - Jane/bought our her portion. Edward has given
his piece to Clarence.

The road leading to Alligator wae cut, years ago through
the Yerkins property. They have not yet recelved
money for the land used up by Government., "We sign up
paper, and sign paper till we tired and what hurt me we
still have to pay taxes now. I hear Mr. Snagster say




oL 0

7 pave c¢tephen land
while he was alive.

e ——

Pamily Record #8. 32

we must get pay for him take it up in hand. Every
man value him land, mine was £12. Up to Sunday gone
we a sign paper, Sangster send it to us."

Some of Benjamin's land went to Stephen Simpson an adop-
ted son. / "Oim die and leave it to his sitser Seles

and I buy it from her. "5 acres. You must say them
give it away for I buy it for £7. If man did know

that time, that them would buy it now for £75 an acre,
them would buy mcreé.”

Edward bought the land whije his parents were alive.
"Me always crave for me own"(land, "Mother have, father
have, happy the child that have it's own. Iiie never
look to father. From the time me a say taxes, Govern-
ment should glve me something now. ile make over the
land Lo Saral and Fran." (daugihters in America) Jane
got 1 acre, Clarence 1, and Clarence bought 1 acre from
his father for 21,

Chureh and Bechiool.

"Me never go to school till me a big man. After them
never have any. ‘i people thews never even hear the
word of Cod. “he first school, breeze blow it down

80 me o know noething 'bout this one." Edward was about
20 when he left school.

"The first Parson that come here was MeGregor anf him
preacii sameplace in the school house."

gececupation,

Edvard was a cudtivator and a trade's man."Me mever
learn a trade, was more for the dirt. Is there me love
- in the sarth. Planl cassava nag gongo. Any time
you oul of cassava, you don't have nothing."  Formerly,
ships used t{c come to Alligator Pond and Edward used %o
supply them with mutton. "Buy mule and sell, have man
carry them to Xingston. “alk all the way." Edward
does not know Kingston.

Bull Gavanah in the old days.

& goat

Formerly "all them place here hog/run wild, beast run

at large. lobody never hear of a rope round a hog foot
lc@l was no troubls. e kill this week, you take quar-
tep, next week me give you back your quarter. All goat
skin just dash it away, now you can't even by a goate.
Pork used to sell 4'd a lb, if it don't fat 34, now is
1/- and 1 hear it may socon be 1/3d4 a 1b."

"When you look all at Shaddoek Hill - plenty sheep."
Edward gecls that the young men of today are the cause o:
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"hard time" because they refuse to work. ‘"What we did
know about boot on fooh and cravat/ at neck? the youag
man them now a gentlenan. Young people wont work,
every bit a gentleman. Before time we join a kind of
¢lub, mggbe 12 of ub. You cone with me to my Tield to
day and me go with you tororrow, work day for day. Ve
don"+ hire one enother and fond was plentiful. But the
place ilmhabit up now.’

Water problem

During the Ary months, Bdward and others used Lo goﬁand
1ive in "John Clarke cava", This cave is at Allig_ ator
pond and they used to Jraw water from "sailor's well,
firat time the sailors used to come there for water."”
At the end of the Adrought period he would return home.
"After we £ind Eeck, we stop go to cave. Even now,
people ge there and wash."” Tdward's father had e tank
but it got Ary quickly.

Factory.

"I go over Lo the factory sherc and look and wonders
Look where them lead water from! All like v hen them see
cloth dear, fo1d dear, and can’'t get fish in the sea,
the Mastier / 4id promise it. “ap eel - nobody didn't
eat it you know, them just dash it 'way and now themn
glad to got 1t.

Children

Edward has 6 children alive "only 2 in Jamaica. Send
them abroad. When them go abroad and see life there it

better. Me fraid of the hamper/ every year one at
them-side.

"Fan., married to a man and him dead and she married again.
Dorothy's / mother was here yesterday. Dorothy she
working with the President.

Jane has 2 children 1 is dead. "Charlie son bwreed Jane
is that I tell you that I feaid for the hamper # them.'
Charlie ®Prooks was Edward's wife's brother. His son

is also Charlei. Jane's daughter, lMereta Brooks lives
with her father's hrokher sistér (do not remember name)
in Bu@®l Savanah. Mereta is now expecting a baby.

Edward said it was a good thing that he decided to send

g to school. What them know now, if them was here them
would not know it. It was a good day Job when I did
send them 'way for I am living off them now.

' ing the bnterview we heard the noise of an aeroplane,

dward said "Hear over we head, what we did know 'bout
all that."
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Interviewed Thomse Heathe.

"Mass Ned (Edward Perkins) stand up on money you knaw."
He had plenty of money. "Him would néot go from here

to there without homse and saddle. Him .take sweeh heart

mash up him life." Asked who was the sweet heart "lie
can' tell you that, that must not go in the book." He
told me sfterwards that Vernice Elliott was Edward's
sweet heart and that Vernice and Edward are Daphne Per-
kins parents. Thomas said perhaps I knew Daphne " the
kin up mouth one (turned up mouth) JA¢ The Elliots were
"a pack of heathens.

"Nicholas send 2500 come and give the father and him use
it to the last copper. Well him send the other chil-
dren to America out of it." \

i

Edward can neither read nor write. "I you make B, aé X

big as the world him can't know it." Thomas someties
reads Edwards RTetters for hiny.

When Nicholas died he left word that his only daughter
should be sent to Jamaica to know her grand parents.

The child was small and his wife did not know Edward.
Nicholas' people abroad got in touwh with the Police in
Kingston and a constable visited Edward's home., The
peopte abroad wanted to know if the home was "fortified"
enough to take the child. The constable found every-
thing in order and reported accordingly. Shortly after
the child arrived by plane.

Thomas does not remember the child's name "bub she speak
nice and sweet you sece. All time she and her Aunt Jane

used to come down here." Nicholas's daughter is now
gene back to the Ul.S.A,

Asked how Mary acted when Edward had a sweet heart.
"She raise at first, but afterwerd she gust cool down.
What you can't cure you must endure no." Thomas was
net able to say how they are living nowe.

£
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;ngeg;ew@ Ldward Perkine

1 saw dward sitting on a boxby @8 the door of his roou
reading the ioman Cathollc Catchesim.

Mﬂ J .

He has divided the land among hie children as stated beiore
He is 8till responsible for the taxes. "From I 10 years
. owe of age 1 a pay taxes till now and 1 never xive/the OGovern-
; ment, never glve them any torble ." He paid 24, kie thie
R year ior Laxes. lie en a pay for 20, me only pay for 10 now,
» the otLer 10 sells" lie sold land to Janc and Clarenco.
e "lie noh sell the picknie them land, me give them to help
gu port me, and bury ne when me dead.The children pay the
taxes. "Sut me name still gf ae de, me noh give up yets

" he Govefnment musl know that if a man sae #beome 86, him
caan work for himsell, him noh should give little something
but me noh know wha' do fc we distric’. Other distric' get
help and we cean gele."

dalttgonance

r radvard 1= maintained by his children in America.,The money
ig sent to his wife lary Perkins. "My drz.nft come serarrats
end she give me., "Three months now I don’ hear from hfer."

L ng o to Ameri

Valarie ons of hie g:ad daughters is now in Amerieas.

& "She lef' the Bhshand and gone, Ip the husband Zauik
wrong, him should not make she spen any time over de.
ghe go ania see the lifc, so che come hose and gawn backe.
She board cut thne 2 pickdioc theile Ihe nusband sorry nNow.

vValarie's wotiey is Meud Perkins. ©She is also in America.
; "yaud have the child for & white wan. OShe was working with
*n ady the wifs/and gentlcman. The lady dead and leave her in

the home to take earz of tie children until the man is
; orovided for, and him falil ner.”I take off laud baby 6 mont
| old off a him and make him go to America.’

5 mg:ntioned in Fa::ily Record 20 is now ready for use

FMRREREREED sl e vt ad v iIcNS v L » IS I
| The cost ie estimated about £200. "I'ram the
digeging a 1t, the guttering, eworything. have Lo
buy cement, buy 1lime, buy everything.”
Cost of Living

"Everything is expensive, for 1if you have a shilling, it
bring you confuse, you don know wi t Lo buy. Jefore tkue
cascava 2/6 a ewp now is 10/=. 1Ia fe me days cow meat bit
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B & 1be ( bit meand L4 )d). lHog and goat noh the sane. Jefore-
fﬂ\ time when me go in a yam plece Chrisgtues time, 2/- worth a

whole heap."

lle gald again that the Covernment should help them. "The
Bovernment should look ut for we the poorer one, for we
wae them servant. e kind a confuse, for me knuw before time
how fe me business en '"tan (etay),and now every thing mash
up.God say onnee a wan twice a child, and fe him word caan
drop a dmt. Him aid tell Peter that them would lead him,
gnd themy nobh lead eter,

| Edward is an Angliecan budp he believes in t e doctrine of the
LN Jehova's Witnesses. "Lanliel ask God to show him the book,

and God say the book io already closed, but the truth will

be revealed in the lated days by the Dawniste I say sowe-~

L thing in the translation was wrong, that is why God tell
Daniel that. Oeripture show you again that in the lates
days there will be so much religion that it will bring man

undér conrusion, and you noh sce the confusion max is onn now,
you don' icmow which ome to join. hvery bedy pointing to
the one “od and still them is 'gainst one another." #4

"God only want the neart, [Iim say rend your heart and not
G your garment and tuim unto the Lgord your @od, and know that
le is the CGod of Heaven, 3 persons and one God.God the Fa-
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghosts No gman has seen
| the Father nor yet wilixsumxliim cxpected toj for no man see
! the face of God. Moses hid in the roeck snd him see his back
{, parte Him was in the fire, Him was in the cloud. Him say
to Moses, take off thy Roox shoss from off thy feet for the
place on wihich thou standest is holg ground, "

Roman Catholie

lle showed me the catechism of the Foman Catholie churech,
and saild "bome people agalnst it and it is the first church
that God create, One in heaven and one on earth, Me read

: \ _ any one, for is the onc Cod. lle only trust in God and 1if

, AL you trust in Geod yo: will live, him will help you."

Youth and old age .

' "Solomon say what the use you gain the vwhole world and lose
your own soul, I have scen no rofit in it. The worlid glve
B il you nothing, mad it Las nothing to give me. Solomon was
: o Lhat right, I give up now, God sald when tle wicked man turneth
s La away from his wickedness that he hath comnitted,/ e shall
igh ; save lis soul slive, But he thai taketh up the p ough and
look back, he shall have no part with me. God said we should
do to we neighbout as wWepelf, buit how much a we do it."

"When you sce Saturday night come,me throw me saddle on me
horse, and me gone, noh come back t1ll worning. Hot a dance
coulG a ,acs mes Not a set up could a pa ss me,s Not & race
could a run gnd Perkine noh de de. If you are a man and VoR
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: v 11 : £1 y d .\; itp OO!."IO
don't spree youself, it ic no life at all. hen 01!
Sunday [ go to GG, Mary's church, the mother of avery one
of the Chureh of England Church."

“le en & Wood looking nan. One day when 1 wae going on, I ‘
g-e some girls, one of them eay, but what a pret?y A e Al
me plekney!: , then days money was no troubl@e. Yhen you
hear we go a church, the bBible read and we noh hear. Noh

‘; gal we go folr. ve hear 'bout set up, you think a any set
up we go for - a gall e hesr 'bout dance, you think a any
dance we go lor - a pgal. Some time me sit down and con

gider say life ies a worry. You sec me have to sit ~down
every day, gip (get) up eit down, is that boat me.  Vhat I
use to do last year I can' do this year., laybe if 1 live
to sce next year, I can' come out the house Is that woryry
- me, nothing else. 1 use to go to Breadnut every day, and
d. nov I camh g6 even go and see the sea. Cometime you may
come 'long ya and hemr me like me a talk, but is read me a
read., e one and Cod. !e go lay down even before fowl
go 'pon poos'."

f { outslde children, and Lhe Seriptures.

ile has a child by one of the Llliotté at Thatech /K Valke

Ly does not remember her name eshe 18 called Sieter. The

child is Daphne. paphne wushes /A1 Léward's clothes.

~~ cister Elliott was working in his home as a"servants You
noh know man all over, me fall him."

| "1 fatl Teacher Black daughter . Teacher turn her out and
I take hLer. She wae here with 1e. 8She go to her grand
@ father after she Lavc the baby." #he baby died. "GChe was
a pretty girl. That time they tell you that if you don'
| married, you would go to hell and fire would burn you up.
/ Adam I £ind out that was not true. What Yod salid to Addd/and
Bve? Go and multiply and bring forth ye peoples’

"Him put him and Eve in £ the garden, but them was not to
know about eaeh other. Is the scrpent do 1it. God called
Adom, and he said, I am naked. “od sald who teld you that
you were naked, and Adam salid "The woman Thou gavest me

| hat beguéled me, and I did eat. [im never deny that him

ea. 1t. od drive them out of the garden and say By the

a;:at of thy brow shall thou eat bread. That was a ahrd
thing."”

"You see aftor the serpent begin to play with him at that
part, nature rise. The serpent could not satisfy him,
and him had to ly with Adam. Don' eare what them going

N to do the workd must multiply. Yon' care what you do, if
: you don' multiply, the world caan go on. If 1t was wrong
e Him would not say DLlessed 1s Lhe womb that bring forth a

\ child. And if the tree barran cut 1t down." In expdain-
ing this he sald "If [ have a nelsberry tree, and it don"
bring fruit, wha® me a keep 1t forf noh cut it down."

He had gy4 a child by Julia Witter, and one by Margaret
Cuff. - +he children are deads e

il

T - "
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lle started to talk again about Adam and Eve in the garden.
He said "Cod say them must not eat of the fruit, for the
day him eat it, his shall dead. Uatan say, you na dead, go

nyam 1'."
Marriage.

"You know wha' cause me to married, the same laud Perkins."
She is now Mrs. Thompson. "She was a pretty little gal.

She dark and the hair ¥ jus' lay down on the heads That
is why I married to the old lady, I have prebty pickniw
with her.”

“Sarah (one of his daughters in “metica) won' married. Ghe
/come out ya, and one man vant to marry her, vhe gsay I I

/]
Ve
‘.

did wan, married, I could get your master."

Asked if he loved f¥£ his wife. "Some sort.” Rdward and
Mary (his wife) are not living together. He would not say
why they separateds lary lives in the big house built by

her daughters.

Hous -

The house im whieh Hdward and ilary used to live is now
broken down. EHdward uses it as a kitchen. Vhere he lives
how, was used ag Mout room. "When me en name man,me thatch
it meself, but now me a pickney." The house was thatched
by his son Clarence.

At the begining of oub interview he said,he stayed at his
roam in the days g but slept over the big house.at nights.
After staying with him for a while I asked him again, and
he sald he stayed at his room all the time,. "Sarah come
and cay me must take one of the room over de, ile say no,
a me buil' this, a noh me buil' that, me must dead ya."
Edward's house is very near to Z¥¢ his daughter's houss.

The room vwas very untidy. There was a heap of dirt in one
corner., There was a board bed with a badly torn and dirty
grass matiress on it, and a dirty pillow. On the table were
a tin lamp, a bucket of water, a Bix dirty spoon, and about
5 cans. The table was covered with dirt.

One of Clarence's children sleeps with him sometimes, I

could not remember his name, he could only say "One little
black cne."

The house has 2 appartments. The furniture in the other ‘
room also belonge to “dwards It is generally used by the

manxwhs "men who come to work on the tank." Furniture:
Double board bed, 2/basons,! table, tihaex,
Lealg.

Jane looks after hie meals, "Sometime have to do me own

T
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1ittle blow nose.(cooking) All like me coffce, me do that

meself. Me nol go to nobody yard and eat, is only onc man
Dedee Dyer, if him have the last sip of coffece, and me go

de, him boil it give me." Asked who vas Deedec Yyer "Jud
(Judith Rochester) buy the shop spot from him." Dyer is

a young man but he had been going to the home when his pa-
rents were alive.,

Edward does not cmokes 'Ho smoking at all,froffgy I was

a boy, but me coffce, I caan do without it. De Bame Laban
(Rochester) de, use to sen', coffee for me every years

This £ year, him say it don Dbear.,"
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rresent Household.

Jane Perkins Head
Mary Perkins Mother

|

Family Hecord 82.

She does not remember her age)
Jane does not remember Mary's age.)

Lloyd Roy Nephew 19.

David Roy do 16.
Audley Tracey dq 30.
(Sot—ramtiv-Secord 38vY
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Interviewed Pdward Perkins.
‘regent Iousehold

Edward rFerkins.

When the Census was taken the big house was not yet

built.
Tuesday. Mary, Edward's wife, who figuree on the Cmnsus tchedule
13. Telile ag a member of Hdward's houschold; is now living in the
Telle big house with her daughter Jane. ” '
~ %%g;nggzgggﬁﬂ, his grand son, also lives in the big
use with Jene. Audley is the som of Edward's daughter

Sarah kXmmimEx Perkinses She is in /‘merieca
Louigse Perking. Ldward's daughter is dead,

E%IQQ Hoy, daughter of Rdwards's daughter - Agnesi is in
ericas Agnes 14 dead. Eulah's father Davié& Roy of Top
Bull Savannah, is also dead.

f\ ' L;Qﬁ% Loye lives at the big house with Janee. lother Agnes
’ \ erkinss Father David Roye.

David Roye Xxwax also lives with Jane, lle is a brother
of Lloyd and Eulah.

: | _Jene Perking waes_also ;;vgng with him whea i(i.. Census was
taken. According to Census Ochedule, she was 1Ivin: alone.
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16,748,
JeOse

Jene Perkins, her father Edwerd Perkins and her mother
Mapy Pericins comctitute - with 0 unger mebers of the family

_only one household ,

Present household,

Pericins Jeme, head, /census age abe47/,

Roy Lloyd, mephew, 19,

Roy David, nephew, 16,

Tracey Auflley, nephew, 350,

Pexkins Mary, Jene’s mother /Census age ab,85/,
Perkins Faward, jene’s father 87,

Perkina Edward lives sagantolv in the old one room thatech
roofed house, He cuarrels with his wife Hary and she shares
the big house woth her daughter Jame,wwhere also other msme
bers of the family are lodged,

Both Edwardz Perkins and Mary Perkins are looked after by
Jane, their desughter,

Mo 2 Teacker f’/oo\_q{é/ﬂ :

{
" —————
SRS S L R S W S U ———
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May 27/45

My Darling Jane,

I hope these few lines will find you, lNa
na and entire Family circle quite well as 1 am indeed
very thankful it leaves dear Maud Helen Lloyd Fa end
all the rest of Family at present. I am ever s0 happy
and indeed very thankful that I arrived lHome here in

o New York more than a week ago Thursday 17th ilnst. after
having a very pleasant and most enjoyable trip, above
all I had a safe jourbey (than: God) Everybody was very
hap § to see me bagk to these shores. @ only regret
that the time out there was rather limlted especlally
as I had been keeping busy re my Hgme Building at Royal

Regal Flat? Hall that it was not oossible for me t8 see you more
often but you understand and we understand each other
so is Life is spared some day we ~.ope to spend much
loncet tise together. Isn't that so? (smile) «.eohos is
~ 3is Sarah? I reallze tha. by now she must be in Kingsto
fixing pp to leave for U.3. She certainly spent a long
and most en) yable time with you all. Leslie Strong and
I now getting bugy with the fixing up of your papers
etec. as promised so you will be able to come omer to
U.S. early as possible. I an endevouring to fill your
application this week and as soon as everything is OK
then vou will be notifled. We are having plenty of rain
together with real damp humid local..I hope you will
suceed in cetting a real good competent wonan te take @
good care of Nana during your leave of absence to the
United 3tates when the time comes. I recelved your last
letter at Home Rgal Flar a few weeks xgm before left.
I wish to tell many than:s for same which was indeed vel
very nlce and most interesting. .... darling I nust now
close as time is rather short and I am kapt emceedlng
bus. K,ndly give my love to Nana,Mass Nell, 4a Ju and
/% everybody and don't forget Imasmi/Yots of love(yes the
real stuff) lots of Kisses amdumy sincere best wishes
youe. Now take good eare of your Dear 3elf which I hope
to hear from you agaln real soone D ar laud sends lotls
of love to you and all .
Zver

3incerely youra Herbert(?)

S s SR e W W W TR R W U NS N WO TR W W R e T W T ——— - W WD — D - ———

496 West 158 3t.

New York Ciiy 32.
UsS.A.

Decs 5 1947,

I malled you a letter few weezs goe I hope
you receive 1t an notice the contents of what I mention

Dear Jane,
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F to yous We 2all hope vou are feeling much_;etter NOWe
Please o on see the bogcter, don't stay there till
ou get worst. Encloge you will find thirty dollars
330 with the exchange this will amount to seven pounds
four shillings £7 3.4 and a little uore.
| Eula send you £ 2 pounds felen send you 2 pounds
E and Sarah send you £ 2 pounds

. - . . - - . R . = - - - ” - - - . Ll - . . - . -

The abeve two letters were given me by Jane
Perkins to copy the addresses of her relatives in Ame=
rica.l copied also the contents.

JeOe and I went to-day to pay some visits before
~ leaving Bull Savannah. lMiss Jane was Jjust coning from
| her small house which 1s near the big one. 3he was dres-
sed ln a pretiy pink dress and a becoming fichu on .
J her head. 3he invited us to her big house. We passed n
near a small all thatch kitchen near the small house.
‘ Miss Jane told us that thls 1s the place where she cooks
f when the two lady=-teachers who stay at the big house
| are in 5Y11 “avannahe "We are too many there so I trans-
fer to that one". (Meaning too many women to cook in
one kitchen which belongs to the big house. Now the
teachers are on vacations. They are klss Ruby Blythe
N and Miss Elliott from Sallards Valley.
The room to which we were invited is a very
big one about the size of the whole cottage in which
we live, There is a double folding bed made into a sofa
a few wooden arme-chafrs very comfortable, a china eabi~
net with porcelane one li%ttle table with ashtreys etx,
anothe one with scue bibelots and one in the corher on
| which a lot of family pictures are displayed. The people
~ on the rlctures are all of falr complexion, It might be
the result of a "natural seleetion"., The -lctures are
of famlly who went to America, and those were more 1li~
kely to bee falr., In the corner there is a kind of big
gramophone on which there are more pictures.The last
onea are of a nephew who is at present in the army in
Berlin, in
lilgs Jane fitted very well/this elegant room.
She entertained us as any n'ddle class hoste would
receive neighbours paying an inforumal visit. 323 direc=
ted at onee the conversation on her relativeas in Americe
She has two sisters there: Maud Thonpson and 3arah Pere
kins. The last one is "like uother" to all numerous nie-
ces and nephews who went went th the 3tates.
Sarah Periing was the first to go to pmerica.
She went there "by Cuba way". Mids Jane Perkins ioinod

her in Cuba in about 1920, and stayed there for
Sarah proceeded from Cuba %o America.

~
! A nlece LJorothy Perkins is a matron in a i=
by “nother niece Helen Perkins"( R
is a "doctoress"., I asked the age of
this g!!!.gnd ‘liss Jane told me she 1s 20, (I wonder
what of doctoress she could be at that ages.) Bula
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1g "comnercial". The young girls were brought up by llss
Jane. She sent them O the 5,11 Savannah gchool and gave
then private lessonse After that the gister Sarah would
get them over to Amerilca where "They go and develop themn=
selves high."

| \ Miss Jane put a great stress onwg%gggﬁ;gn. She says
: in Jamaica the sovernment doesn't enable poor people to

| - \ study to make a way in 1life. Only the elementary school
1s free and after that 1f the parents can't afford pri=-
vate lessons the young person "stay where he 18", Miss Jar
| ne thinks that when children are out of the elementary

i achool at the age of 14 or 15 they are just at the age

| X/ when they understand what they could do 1n 1ife and then

\

the opportunity is taken frou them. "Many feel 1t hard."
% ” Education according to Miss Jane glves an impetus to do
| /\ something in life "The more educated the nore ambition."
| / 1t is different in the U.S.A. "They go to work in day and
| zo to school at night, that's how they get educated in
America.”

Miss Jane tried - and in nost cases suceeded with
the help of the slsters in America - to glve education
to every child she brought upPe

I pear seven of thep" she said.(when we get to cou
b count them it was §) Her adonted children were: Vale=

rie Thompson the daughter of ¥=mm sister Maud Thonpson.
Tracy Perkins - Lhe son of sister Sarah; Eula, Lloyd and
David Roye = children of the late sister Agnes; Lloyds
Thomas who 1s now in Americas Jean Perkins - that girl
dleds and Albert Perkins, who is in school in Kingstonj
E2len Perkins who is now "the doctoress” in U.S.A. was
apparently very bright from her school times. ##
& - Miss Jane Perkins would 1ike to go to America but
| she says she wouldn't leave the mother. Even &f she woulc
! get somebody very zood and reliable to care for her 1t
' wouldn't be the same as own daughters

##Llloyd and David Roye stay at the home with Jane

. Perkins as well as Tracy Perkins. (He is known as Audley
Tracey - I don't know which name 1 the formal one)e

N A
»e

Additional information from Yudley S1mpsone

"rhe house is Sarah's house, the one that is in A
rica. 3arah was here recently on a vislt. Audley Tracy
he is Sarah's sone. He is not quite.. dhen the mother ask
him what trade he want learn he sald he want be a black=
sml?h. The mother wanted him go over to America, but he
won't. He keep company with a girl. That girl is beneath
that boy positione. Low grade girl daughter of Nicolas

o~ Brooks. The boy has no ambition."

It seems that on the whole the girls "peared" by

Jane have more "ambitlon" and succeeded better in life
than boyse.

L o ———



