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Simpson Francella head F.W, 7O 8,7. S¢,Eliz, colour, &N 1 X retired
. - Albvert gr.son M,S, 20 " - ¥ X none

—-———-——-——————-———

Figures in farm schedule under one acre.
1 swine, 4 goats, 6 hens, Garden products annual va-

lue £ 13, 1 breadfruit, 1 coconut, 12 mangoes,

——— - ——-—————-————————

Mps, Francella Simpson 1s the"grandy" in Bull

Savennah, I heard many times people spesk highly of

her professional capabilities and also of her kind-

woirveoo. _mess, When she comes to assist at a childbearth and

people are poor she "helps them out of her poc§et."

She lives in Shaddock Hill opposite Lewis' s
shop, A nice house wi th verandah, & acious kitchen
with "fipe place" a big square in front of the house
with the family graves,

I invited her through “udley Simpson, but he
gaid she was shy to come, S0 I paid her a vid ¢t to-

t\ day.
#zxI met her near her house eand she wanted to
bring a chair for me On the verandah, But I prefe
rred to go to the kitchen (the coolest place) and
we sat there on the bench, Unfortunately we were
followed by three small girls who kept staring at
us, also a neighbour Migss wusella Pimpson who- came
running to see me and decl@red "Me nither f¥XWxx
mother nor father mumma, me go with you," Also
-~ the half-wit grandson Albert came and kept begging
for cigarettes, Easton Simpson joined also the com-
panye. .
Francella Simpson was born in “teven Bottom
where her parents lived, They died when she was a
1ittle girl and she was brought up by her grandmo-
ther Mary Forde who was also a grandy . "Call come
from all spots, him (the grandmothegg help them all
white wife,"
Francella learned her trade from her grand-
mother, She married a Simpson from B, 11 Savannah
and ceame to 1live here, Her husband ed long ago,

She told sbout her three daugthers in King-
ston who married chinamen, (I dont know vhether

all of them), Amy "keep shop business in Kingston,
E . vut dont keep any more, she rent out the shop and
St the house! Amy has 5 children,
Issbella is also in Kingston "him daughter
keep shop"., Isabella has 3 children,
Dussy " keeping shop" she has 6 children,

One of her children is Albert Simpson, who st
with Fprancella now, P ¢ ays
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[her name is !ggg;gé?)
One daughter is in Fpankfiel She did not say

anything about her other children,

Her land, I asked her who helps her W th Xher cul-

tivations, She says it is only the boy Albert who
helps her a little, She doesni have any land and the
1ittle she has nobody wean ts to rent it, There 1is
nobody to help her, Lindon Simpson "my husband fambi-
ly - he help ke but he dead,"

"I have no one but @od and good people,”
She told me about childbirth etec, (see Fami
1y Life No 13,)

Visit of lps, Francella ®impson
12,3.48,
.0,

Mrs, Francella came this morning - as she pro-

Age of mothers, mised me - to pay me a visit, She was in a simple

/\

|  print dress and a clean well starched kerchief tied
on her head,

We started to talk about the age of mothers,

' I asked her what was the youngest mother she knew in
| her practice?

| "Little, little and young, 13, 14, 15 (years
' 0ld mothers), éaby have baby, Babes have babes - as
in Seripture,"

0ld women have children toop
"Over $he 50 they have it, have children,"

{ / Pressed for names she said Mrs Francella Ro-
Xﬁ chester was quite old when she had her last baby,
K This baby didnt live, But Mrs, Simpson didnt know

the exact B of Mps, Roches er at the time she
has her last baby,

Francella's Since we met last a week ago Mrs, Francella

practice, attended to two births in Bull Savannah, Y‘wo girls

were born, How meny babies did she help to this
world? X388

"350 babies, Some are big wamen , many have
pickeny, Some I dont know them = They know
me, I dont know how they know me, They love me,"

"Start to work before I god pickeny, 17 I
was, My grandmother teach me, She was &onsumeddy
(country meddy - country'grandy') a woman doctor,
Buckra care for him (fhr the grandmother), That
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: She paise me, Buckra
was a good randmother to "me,
wgman give %er 1load of money, ® she give 1t to the

poor",

Mpg, Francella told how her grandmother
hed a bilg pocket under her skirt right on the 4 1p.
She use to carry money there, She wald go around
and nobody knew she had money, en dshe had plenty mo=-
ney in this secret pocket,

From whom the grandmother le arned her trade?

$gpomxx "Him (the grandmother) learn from
him son, My grandmother him have a son - a do ctor in
that (midwifery) business, Him learn from him,"

"He (the son of Francella's grandmother, Dr.
Forde) is still alive, L,ves Brunny Way (?) down the
bottom side - you have to go far, far, I never see
him this long time,"

"pp, Forde older than me long time, Old
man now,"

And who sent Dr, Forde to be trained to
be a doctor?

"David Forde - my randmother' s husband,
Was a catechiss - (catechism) - preach in churchs™
Nain Church, baptist, Him preach every Sunday,"

¢ "Every Sunday he eat plantain, Have to buy
it in the market, fry it and put calico on the table
and him eat 1it, évery Sunday,"

Mary and David (the"catechism ") Forde
had two girls and five sons, One of these daughters
was Francella' s mother,

"Two girl, one fe me mother *dda Forde and
Jane Forde married Lawrence, Uncle “harlie, uncle Phi-
1ip, uncle Cecil, uncle Henry, Henry not dead yet,

old,old, ¥%eeping Bop - but now do nothing, old,old .
Some dead and some living,"

The grandmother Mary Forde was very old
when ghe died, Francella used to put her on a chalr
and carry her in front of the house during the day,
Befope sunset she carried her grandmother back into
the house,

"White head like cotton,"

Francella pointed to her head: it will
be soon also as white as cotton, She wondered: people
are strong and move about and when they are old they
have to be cared for, carried in a chair,
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’\bx of children,

Cause of illness
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I tried to bring the conversation back %o the
"paby problem",

Are there sometimes difficult births?

"gome are born with one foot - to save the
mother" (?)

Usually the first child 1s difficult:
"#phe first one has to open the way."

And if prematurely born?
'7
"® months cant live, 8 months may live, The
seme Miss Francella skx have 8 months, Doctor wrap
4n calico, Told feed (the child) mother breast every
2 hours, Not give tea at 211" (But the child died)

What was the cause of this premature birth?

"The water leave it too soon, Had to take
him by the hand,"

"Iyy Simpson - she has 8 children, Mgrgy
§ei1" (She had dl1 the children after zhe marriage,)
girl)

"7 girl and one boy, The second teke to father
he dont look, - Me want a boy,"

"Come back and breed again, He want boy all
the time, 6 girl, only after the boy and again a girl"

Is it possible to influence the sex of the
child to come?

"¥ou cant help - the Master make it so we cant
help it,"

"When it born sickly you must tend to him,
Rubbd him,"

"Mps Lynch (sister of Jude fochester, Mrs,
Lynch died a year ago soon after the birth of her
8th child), Mrs, Lynch - got to nothing, bones
sticking, Sometimes she say - 'feel my belly some-
thing walk there,' Doctors, Black Sover hogpital
dont help, People make it, Something walk in the
belly, They go to balm and the balm say - come
gsooner could help - too late', Some of these friends

no good, Some dont like - will harm you, One fr
(fiend?) do it," b prii
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"I get nothing at all, Sometimes I cant go.
They begin to cry, sO I go, Calbert Rochester from
Thatch Walk come to me 5o come (he said) I am in
i1istress.' Mrs, Francella snswered: "I promised not
to go for me get nothing,' but feeling come on me
and I go."

"He (Calwert Rochester) have 4 children =
distress Missis, Nither food, nither salad, him sickly
no money to hire somebody, The man sickly eant work,
The wife cant do a thing herself, 'Me weak, weak'
(complained the wife) - 'Keep your heart and trust
the Lord'"(told her Mpg ,Fprancella)

"gome of them - shame to go %0 them, No
clothes, Suppose a disiress call ® them to go to
hospital - how they get there?

Sufferation - Lord have merecy Fesus,"”

I hinted again that too many children being
a "sufferation" for poor parents wasnt it possible to
do something not to have children?

Mps, Frencella again eluded the awestion, She
started to tell the story of her"pass" she got from
the "Island best", She told me this story already
during our first interview, I suspect she might know
samething sbout it, as four times I asked hetr during
our to-days talk and four times she Eimdzdéxthzxan
gwvxvxx didnt answer telling about her "pass" or
the 1ittle roney she got from her profession instead.

MOne Mps,Campbell (the district nurse)say
the pass no good, Yoctor Cassell (give it to me) he
said I must help the poor, He (?) sent a constable-
Holness - come to me to carry to the doctor, 'You
got it from the i{sland best (said the doctor after in
specting Mprs, Fran cella's pass) He dont trable me
again, Him say I help the government, For me nither
ki1l them (the mothers and babies) nither...."

"phe same Mps, Campbell skex Claston wife
asked her, She come with bi§ money - one guinea and
if I go - I go to the poor,

_ Mrs, Ylaston “5chester is a wealthy person
now, She called the district nurse when she had
her last baby,
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But when Mprs, Claston “ochester was still poor
she called Mps, Francella to help her with Xhx
her children births,

"I help him (Mrs, Claston) with two first.
First hard one, The first has to make the way, They
dont give me nothing, Now they are rich they want
Rich want the rich, | the rich,"

"When your eye are EXax: shut you are dead
you 1like to go to a good place, Whats the use of
shining yourself," (meaning there is no use of
accumulating worldly possessions, as everyone has

~ to die and onlx those who help the poor will get
" a nice place" after their death,)

"Plenty give to rich and leave the poor,Give
;ge'goor and wanty and God give you the blessing,
Ve

"Some give to the rich - make themself high,"

, . | "] see a man in my yard, ®ore foot he have

~ | I have only one penny, 'Whats a penny to you?' Zasked
\ Francella the poor man) 'Lord may give you ® mething'

(said the poor man accepting gladly the penny,)

I give the penny and by the evening I get a shilling,

God is God,
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. T went to see Francella “impson to ask her about some
‘8 details I haven't got at previcus intervieuv.
e : Francells was in front of her house with srs.iacnorrls
who is renting a part of her house, Haisie “ochester and
o ‘ asome other women, The big yard and tank between her house
3 and the rardchial road form a kind of "oiazza where
" peorle often meet as there a a few paths croassing leadlng
through that‘?lace.
Francells's malden nane was Bente Her naternal grands-
aother was Forde but her nother zarrivivaviento: Ada Nar-
N ried Decoste BDent, She hag a brother Cyrii Bent who l1lives
. in Kingecton, but she hasn't board from him for a very long
tire. She had alse a brother lorel and & sister iydia by
N her father(different nother) but she doesn't know where
» they are nowWe
About her four daurhters Any,lsabelia,usey and fa=
dge, she told me on our first eeting (see p.le. of this F.
Re) She had also a dauchter Zads who married Sinpgon Le-
vy. This daughter died a few years ago. Francella has two
sons: fuston and “laston, They live just nearby (see
‘ Foily 184 & 14T) e
:ﬂf‘\ Her husband 3slomon was the brother of Rebert Simp=-
3 ’ son and David Simpsone. Hls other brother #illlan f8ied
not long ago,
Prancells rents now a part of the house Lo “lils .ac-
: morris end his fauily. They won't stay long, as taelr
E= - ‘ own house will be soon finished and they wlil nove LhioTCe
> The only pergon who stays pernanently wilth Francella 1is
: her grandson ftlbert Simpson. e is the son of Jassy who
& has a shop in Kingston, and of E1i4(?) Fimpson. ~
b Francella has often her neals at dilfercont homes re=
. : lated or friendly to her. In almost every home therc are
- | children she helped to bring to ithie world and poople are
3 zlad to see her. "Bverybody loves mes" ’
3 §ho doesn't cultivate any land as the ".ong are respon
aib1® for ite." Also the sons give her ne support.dau-
chters send her sonetimes presents etc. Irom Kingstoie
The house 1s a blg one with verandsh, 2 rocms are
rented to Macuorris and 1 room 1is occuoled by Francella
and 1 room by “lbert. The kitchen 1s at present shared
with her toenantfe
Ppresent household:?
Simpson Francella he about 80 s
3impson Albert greson by 25(ghe doesn't know and he
1 is a half=-wit)
re: E1lis llemorris with wife and 3 children(F.R.102)
Jehu Simpson around 40. 3leeps here, but works and
gets the meals at llchard Sdwards (.Fe.Re151, Jehu 1s the
Bon of Staniford and Frederieca 3impson(See Fei. 150 his bro
Shor £1%.) Jehu 1s 7 Day Adventist. I met him at Ldwrds.
lie (Jehu) seenms Lo be belowd average intelllgence.

& ]
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% Shedock Hill,
BN : <impson Simdmeatixzx3y Francella, Z.
RN 16.6.48.P
e Simpson e interv , ,
Present Houscholge
F Simpson Prencella, head, widow, 70«80, Born in shehanxxEapaxx
¢ in Stepehen Run, Settled In BeJe55 years =go

E&lc. 3rd Statﬁ. Angl. llﬂ.dwifao
SimpgonAlbert, mar grandson, 25 years, Son of Adassa Simpson,
Frencella’s deughter, smi vho is in Kingstom, andof 71i Simp-
son in Bottom,

Family History,

mpamnts Ada end Dsecosta Bent =re from “tephen
° ers and sisters, 2 half siblings, e xirxx
by the same mother, 1 full brother, bx Yo relationship kept
with anv of them. She married Salamon Simpson in %8 1865,
Had with her husband € children, 6 allve. 3 of her daughters:
Ispbella Simpson, Amy Simpson and Adassa Simpson live in King-
ston. Ada Simpson is in Clarendon. fwo son Claston and Euston
Simpsen live in Shadoeck Hill, Fnax “he ?serves the public as
-~ e m dwife” but is supported mostly by chlldren.

son A he grendecn, is &xdx outside child of Eli
Simpson and her daughter Adassa.
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Hous .Herhouaehas4romsandverandah-itismoftheb
st houses in Shadoek Hill, Francella occupies one room, ~Albert
enother., 2 roams ere rented to Ellis Me JMorris, Her furniture:

2 beds, 1 wagon /%2/, 1 table, 4 chairs, 1 sofa, 1 kitchen, 1 tank

: W Soms Claston and Euston are”responsible for
B o’ otoeck: 1 poat, 1 pig.

“ogg}_on. She is Angliean,




