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Her homestead. We stopped at Alice Heath’s place, Helped her to peel

gungoo peas and had a talk,
The house we stopped at is the houce wie re Alice Heath

il L lives with her son.smt Next house 1s where kz® another

son of hers, Charles ¥x» Francies, lives with his wife,

The house on the top of the hill is Caroline Heath’s hourse.
She is not her sister. kxzmmxin® Just a cousin, First cou-
sin? Alice Heath eonceded reluectently.

Her family history. Alice Heath wes born in Bull Savannah, in Thatch Walk:
' "right here, right in this place.” This is her family pla-
ce. Put 1t was not her father’s property. The land wes
4 her mother’s land,
) Her mother was Gordon. She does not remember what
was her Christian neme. Hmeeofudlamcmms: Hoon- M-l -
Apesom-hen. nobhed e dand died she inherited

the maternal property.

She had no brothers, but ”plenty” of sisters. "Blentv,
plenty sisters, Them live to the windward side. Them dont
stey heres One is in the mountains, Me alone here,””We all
is not one father - me and my sisters, Them scattered., So
me is one that live here.”

- Her children. She had 6 children: two daughters and four sons, “Ewo
of my daughter die.” Of her sons, one dled, one left the
place and ”two live with me”,

Two sons who live with her are from different fathers,
One 1s Leonard Elliott’ the younger, another Charle- ran-
cis, Eittmkkx Leonard”’s father was Sutter RBlliott., He
eceme from Bollard’s Valley. Wes a *poor man”, Had no land,
He lived mmxkar with her t1ll his fmkahx death: ”he die
here, imxihmxheuxs right in this house.”
Franeis Cherles lives in the next house, He 1s merried
He 1s mmaxemxx no relation to Merton Francis., She does not
got mach muik help from these two, *¥hmkexRExPwtee Thelr
assistance is simple, very simﬁle. Thet’s dewvilish work
-« them dondt pull to nice. No, "em, no help.,” She intimated
that it is her daughter-in-law who is to be hlamed for this.
She eannot replace her late daughter, who diled "1l years
) since.” "Them hage two picknies.”
The younger son, Leonard, stays with her, But there
418 also little help from him, Cant be mmmzxyra’ compared with
her late son, who died one year ago, He dild not stay with
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her, in the matornal home, Lived separetely. But he was

all the time helpful %o her, IK= BHQ we.e my father, and
he was ny brother, and he was my husband, and he was my sis
ter, and he was my pickney., He did that wha tever woman
could do to me, Me sick - he come and put mv foot, wash
it too. Xf Him went to the beefstall, bring maxk becf meet
- half a mamma, Him went to the wood,-him gathere some
bundles of wood - half a memms,

Ever thing - half a memme, Him wasnt in the home,”

“Cecil Elliott his neme, Him liveR with a women,”
Died last year, after a2 short 1llness, Cot ”pain in the
belly - 1t was Saturday night - Mondey him dead,” He was
carried to the hospital in Msndeville and on Nondgy the
telegram came bringing message of his death,

He was ¥x”blg man” when he dled. Very helpful. ”Other
plcknies are not so,” Still ”if I hadnt picknles T wouldnt
have anything to put in my mouth.”

Her son Leonard is not the only housemate in herp
houses There 1s still & "grannie”e Elliott Lesta, Heé
is "my son’s child, - Eustace Elliott, Him scatter, go
awey - Bog the plase him eall, Him dont work for me, dont
send for the little pickney. ”

"The piekney is 13 years - big bgy.” "ho is his mo-
ther? "A female live over the road - Hellen Rochester her
nemees Arnold Rochester her father, Lpnes was her mother,”
She went with her son Eustace, but refused to take care
of the child when BEustace left the plasce, ”Him said no
business her.,” The grannie lives with her amd works for
the house. "Him work, him come right now.”

Hepr family land consists of 1 acre and 3 perches,
It 1s the land which/around the house, The land which
she got from her mother_ *My father never give me one,
This 1s my mother own, Father live on the Top Side, This
1s my mother site, liv mother was Gordon., ” Neither she
got anything from her husband: ”Elliott - him dead long
time; Him live here with me. Didnt have anything, Poor
men,

She has very santy cultivations on the lend around
her houses & part of the land 1s resting, There was a small
garden of tomatoes /probably about 500 plents/, but the
plants ”they dont come on and what happen8 not a cocker,
I have no pan§ to water. Emamgxntixitez Them all dile,”

She has also xmmm a small garden of yams and some
gungoo peases ler cultivations are very poor, Everything
gets dry and diles oute "Devil’s work” - she intimated,
She really does not eare for the cultivations aroundk the
house on her own land, ”Not a land me have to work, My
son work some other plases, Him work on share, him plant
other plases you could get water.” His partner for kimx
whom he works on share is ”same Elliott Cyrus”,
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Interview with Dudley Simpson
264148,
JeOs

Simpson knows Alice Heath . Her mearest heighbour is
Harodl Gordon, But #kx this 1s - as far mxxx as he knows
- another family, not XXtk the family pf her mother, who
was Cordon too.

Her late husband Elliott is not from the Bull S-vannah
Elliotts, He was from ”"black Elliotts 4in Bgllerds Valley.
There are many Elliotts, balek and “white”. This wes from
the Blaek ones, .
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Interview with Leonard Elliotte.

Leonard shares house with his mother , Alice Heath, and

Lester Heath his nephew - a brother's son « He wasborn

in Thatch Walke Ie is 19, 1His father Thomas Heath died
8 years ago

He went to Bull Savannah Elementary School and left in
2nde book . He could not go @mdhbes-s further as hisg
head could not take it « IHis parents were very poor and
were unable to supply him with books « "™ Dat dey time neo
'tan' like now because you cam plant little tomatoes and
get little more money o "

Hew was fortunate in gettingg the slate that his fath-
er used at school. He was so careful that he never
broke this slates Me no ha' education dat me fe ha'
me pen and bpok in a me han' like you « The lines hard,
machette a fe me pen"« (I have not the education so
that § I can have my pen and book in my hand 1like youe
My line is hard , my machette is my pen. " Would have
liked to be a tradesman o but did not succeed , because
he didnot put his head to it .

He prefers cultivation , he can have food for himself
and his mother . He wanbed to go to America on the Farm
Workers Contract, but he wac not successful « He has it
in mind still to go if he can get the chence «

Leonard loves music yuite well and.qanié to he a com-

petent musician « He is learning to play the guitar .

He ecan play a few popular tunes. He has no guitar .

When practising he uses Herbert Lewis' guitarHe does not

pay Lewis , only borrowgit . Sometimes he plays at danee

ces §long with Hamelin | Brooks and Gold . The dances

are kept in Tessie Senolr's shop at Bull Savannah .
Playing at a dance Leonard is not paid , as he is not

the leading musician. The most he gets is a few pence

to buy This cigerette .

He has not a girl friend . He thinks to marry a women
is giving oneself trouble « Women will make men hange.
If he is to get a wife he wants a young gipl and not a
harf@l women « Asked what is a hard women he said "One
who is advaneed in years". He would not & like another
man to look on his girl when he finds one « It is likely
he will eventually end in truuble , if another man looks
&t her o Up to now he has not seen any girl he could
marry  He thinks most of the giris are rude and bad.
"As you go out she goes to another man",

Leonard is a cultivator . He plagnts yams , peas , cassava
corm and tomatoes. He has LOOOF roots of tomatoes this
year. When the erop is good and the season strong,that

is whne the raigifall is plenty , the tomatoes can pay
welle This year the erop is not so prosperous, the sea-
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gson is not so bright . He works at the factory sometimes
but not this year .It does not pay him well . He cannot
save., The most he can do is to purchase clothes out of

the moneye.

As a child Leonard went to the Anglican church, but thinks
his heart is the best churche He does not now attend any
churchs Some of the people who attend church are not
better than himself o Because most of themm go for mere
curiosity , spending the time there in observing what
each dther wears.

) -
Lester , his nephew, is the sonkgﬁltice Rochester and
Heath « Does not remember Heath's christian -amm-name .
Alice Heath, Lester's father's mother adopted him from
he was a baby. Biltice Leater's mother is not"very sen-
gible ", Asked what he meant by that he said" she does
foolish thingsand acts sillg. Heath, lLester's father has
never maintained kimx Lester « Je owes everythiggto his
grandmotherand to himself o Lester is l1l2.
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Interviewed Alice Heath «

| . Alice's parents were Roslyn Williams and Elikk lleath .

b - Her mother died when she was quite a X7 1little ~irl .
' 3 She grew with her sister Henrietta Heath . ler parents
were from Bi1ll Savannah , ller father did not marry e2 her
mother , and they were not living together in one house
Hler sister Henrietta stayed with her until she was a
"big enough gal ", then Hlenristta went away into ¥ llan=-

? chester mountain to live . Ilier reason for going was H0

seck forwork

) After lenrietta left Alice was left on"her ovn to xx the
world "« "lMe stay alone and fight 1life till me could help
meself",

Her first boy friend was lMatthew ©“mith from Top Hill .
Allce loved llatthew very :mmeh ,"me love him like e
léve God". lNatthew ond Flice were . riends for one year
and eleven months , "and~you know him never ask me how x
old me is , and never tcllf me that the white of me x
ey is red ". (that is though theywere moving for so long

“&) as friends lMatthew x; never asked her to indulge in any
sexual intercourse ) . "Ag there is a CGod above . him neve:
take any step with me "o Lvery night Mattthew would pay
a vigit to Alive , but he never slept at her locuse , he

. went away after spending a few hours with her .

Hatthew meant to marry Alice , so he started to buill a b
house for her sake o "lie was the fabric for all the
famidy (favourite <forthe family)e Just as they were set-
tling "to make life " Daniel Chrissopher f{rom “ull Save
anngh came and askedher to be friends with him , "and
break up her life with liatthew o lan can do bad things to
woman fe yield them to & them , for me no did like
Daniel , and me find meself 1 king Daniel . Hatthew wey
me did love , me start to hate him , and me mind this
turn from him so ", "Man too trickefy , a forceration
make me mx and him get entangle ",

-

| Daniel started to vieit her at her hd%e and asked her to
| do the thing with her , she refused , but he foreed her ’

| "lie start fe =x hallar , and risk ' gainst him and cry ]
| fle never ery hard enough fe any body hear me , for it

| would a look bad o He fight "saiwst him but me could'nt

| get wey from him , so a com eltion make him get x it ".

- “liim do no ggod fe me more than give me the two pickney",
,) “hen she had the first child: 4Aice and Danielywere like

| Isaac and Rebeeeca (that is they were so loving with each «

| other )e When she had the seconfl one , he left her ,"and

| brush him batty and never coe baeck no more ", He disownet

o

i
-
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the sceoldd child , and went away to Costa fica o Paniel'y
mother Catherine Roy took the first child Alice had/fa
Daniel . The other was left to the care of “lice .Alice
does not rememher how long she and Daniel were togethe:x
ler two children for Daniel are Bela Osborne Christ-
opher and Bustace Christopher o Sela is in St Thomas ,
and Bustace 1is in “oyue » :
After Daniel went away Theodore Francis and Alice geot
in o, "That dey £kdm time @& <id 11ild xkx time , as
one/leave you another come and ask youfe friend with
them o As you glve consent them come a you yard come
live and start e vork fe you « Little after you find
yau and them caan 'gree , as that happen me turn them
out « Allce has one child for Theodore , & but as thej
could not live i peace " me no make him tan fe me have
more pickeny £ew» fe him , me run him wey « Theddore
never maintained his child by Alice .

The baby was born X on a Saturday morning , after it was
born the"grandey" went to tell the father/KMMfX was sit
ting outside that she gives him Joy for his son , but
the father was vexed , and did not reply  After a

vhile he stepped 1in the house , and Alice in the bed
turned her eyes to look at him , all he did was to s tep
out agdin « Alice newver saw him again till after
three months « She had it very hard durin those three
months , she had to come out before it was time for her

to do s0 4 to do €O» things for herself o She had no on::

to do anything for her ,"a that for onc make me lose

me health and get sickly ".

e came back one night three months after , "but me |
run him"and he went away to live in the mountain  He |
returned home after a time o, and took sicl and then he
diede Her child for Thoedore is Charley Francis o She |
had to support “harley all alone , as the father did |
not make good » )

ITer next man friend was Thomas Elliott from ‘hatch
Walk ."lMe couldnt do better = than friend with him
when hin ask me Lfmr ata a did me one and me did wan'
help , so mxEx me consent "o Thomas went to live with
her at her house « She had three children with Thomas, |
two are dead and one is alive o The one alive is :
Lenoard « Thomas cared he and the children well , she
cannot complain , he cared her better than all the
others « iie is now dead , "him dead when him son them
could a bury him ", :

Child-rearing o . ‘

After a baby is born it is nursed on the brecast and |
given "bush tea " for a period of about three to four
months « After that the chief feeding is porridge
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made from cassava gifffel starch . During the time
when baby is getting porridge , it is being breast
fed at the same time , The porridge is made thin for
the sake of baby ¢ The baby is fed on the breast for
one year the longest . Some babies are weaned before
they are a year old .

After po§§}dge the baby is glven bamany and"fish soup",
until 1#/ it is big enough to ecat the meals prepared
for the family .

If the baby £ "belly hurtx we give them surrusy (sir-
rasee )e When the baby is teething , it had %o bear
the pain as there never was any thing to soothe the
pain o "That dey ti€p we never know 'bout teething
podder , so all we give them 1is the breast fe suck .
That time we no wean baby till them finish teeth s for
it sick them and kill plenty ".

One of the chief baby sicknesses is Whooping Cough «
"When fe me baby sick with it me never give them any %k
thing , them stay till them better . Me hear that fe
make soup with rat and give them is good , but me never
give fe me children the rat  Ille hear that to tie a
piece a red cloth round the neck , good fe stop the
coughing < Whem fe me children them have it , =@ me
tell them when them coughing them must shut them eye",
as shuffing the eyes will prevent the eyes getiing red.
Two other children’s allments arec Heage: lleasles

and Chickpox. "ile no know no remedy for that more thon
fe keep them close when them have it",

Zelationship between mother and son .

There is strong unity between Alice and her son Charley
but at certain times there is no unity between Alice
and Charley's wife Ida . Alice does not kn w the rea-
son , but sometimes Ida will just stop speaking to
Alice and stop visiting her home without any real
cause « Charley vieits his mother all the time ° a
offers her a little cassava or yam now and then .age
does not help to support her "Lenoard is the support-
ance fc me for him work .

Ida's daughter Edith visits Alice even when her meshe
is acting strange with Alige . ihen Edith visits

Alice she is heartily recée¢ved by Alice s and she is
always offering Edith little presents » Sucli as a mango
or a portion of her meal , or a potato or any thing she
has and she knmows that Edith would like it , she

£x offerc 1t .

As near as they live sgometimes for a year or more they
do not wisit one another . She has spoken to her son
about it , but he does not know what is wrong with Ida,
and cannot make it better .



Family Record 48

Je0s “e6etBs

Prezent Household [as in the reoogg/

Heath Alice, ab, 70. 24
Blliott Leonard, her son, gave his age 19 /%& by Census/
Elliott Lesta, Alice ‘grandsom, 13, /15 by Census;

M

Interview with Dudley Simpson,
5 .6 .48.
J.O.

I had a talk with Dudley Simpson about Alice Heath,
her children and her men, He gave me interesting infor-
mation supplementing DeB.’s interview of 16,6,48 /pe6 f£f.

In the first interview I had with Allce Heath she
told me k=zkk that she hed only one child, Frnacis Charles,
max by another man than her cel. husband “utter Elllott.
RRx In the interview wilth DeB. shaxsxtit she was more out-
spoken about her men-friends, The first was Matthew Smith
/go ohild/; the second Deniel Christopher /2 children =
Bele Osborm Christopherm and Fustace Christopher - this
one was disowmed by Daniel/; Theodore Francils /ome child
- Charles Francisf; the last ome Thomas Elliott /= Sutter
Elliott/ her cel. husband who lived with her in Thatch Wall
for & mumber of years,

Dudley Simpson gave me still another story.

Alice Heath was along with four mem besldes her Cele
husband, Thomas Elliott, Her men-friends weres Charles
Rowe, living now in Thatch Walk; old Benjamin Heath -
he is still alive and living in Th.Walk /or rather in B,

BeSe/3 Cecil Christopher - he was living previously - befo

he emigrated - in the same place where Denjamin Heath ll-
ves to-dayf; Theodore Franels - he was xmm outside somn of
0ld Cherlie Franmels /Sarah Franeis’fate husband/ by a Ke-
len Richard; she had ho children with Thomas Elliott who
1ived with her as her c.l. husband,

Hew Alice Heath’s child by Cherles Rowe was Cecil
Elliott - her beloved son that xhmxdexaribes dled, For Bem
Benjam'n Heath she had two children: Lorette - her beloved
deughter that dled, and lLeonard w- living with her, Two
echildren for Deniel Christopher went way! Bela Chréstopher

1795 somewhere in St.Thomas, Bustace Christopher in Elam
% e

1ott adopted all the children thet stayed with her: “he
tock them and adopted.” ”Every ome is & pappa” - commente
Dudley - “as old custom sey: call me pappe and do me no
herm,” Che could pretend when speakink with us that all
her children were by Elliobt as he is mo more alive #@nd
P3ead man tell no tales,” But everybody knmows how 1t was
with her husbends and children: ”These things keeping in
nub shell, 0ld time people say “there is a plp in the dice
mgnn%ng that is 2 lot secret that is not divulged to

yOou,.

She hed no children for Thomas Elliott but Thomas Ell-
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Jo0e £5,8,48,

Present housshola,

Heath Alice, 54,
Ellilott Leomard, 24, son,
Lester Christopher, grandson, 13,

(&

A%é? mag : Father Aleec Heath, Thatch Yalk, Mother Rosa
ordon, oalk, £mm Has one half sister Hemrietta Heath
liming in Msmchester, Rest of her /half/sisblings: “une
known,” Had 6 childrem, & are alive,

Leonnard Elliott. His father® late Thomas Elllott, who
was her c,l, husband, ¥mx Leomnard hes two helf brothers
Charlie Franeis and Eustace Christopher. Bustace lives
in Boage /?/, Charlie in Th,/allk,

Leommard has one child: Delphinm Elliott, The mother of
the child is Thelms Nell, living in Green Olive, The
c¢hild is with the mother,

ﬁgteg Em;sgo%er is son of OfW pher,

s mother is n Rochester, en Olive /?/, He has
one half sister, Ruby, by the same mother and unknownm
father., Ruby lives in Green Olive, ILester was "grown
up and cared by grandmother, “lice Heath,” Lester never

went to school, is 1lliterate,

H d, fa ete
ouse* 1 roomn, chen, niture: 3 beds, 1 table,

Yo tank.

Lend: owmed by Lice Heath, 1/2 aere, inherited from
“0ld parents,”

Trees: 3 mangoes, 4 sweet saps, 1 ackie,

Cultivations: 300 tomatoes, L6, 50 yam hills,

1 pig.

Veelfly spendings: 20/-. L10 spemt last vrar om clothes
for the whole household,

Religion: none,



