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Visit at home. Interv, fnnle Powell and Jllbert Powells
164 7.480 " '
TeOe

Fregent household:

fowell Amnie head 55
. "  Wilbert son 30 #
goohest.er Prrett gxmat grand nephew 13, o

They live in George Powell's (F.R.51) yard but have
& separate one-room house and cook separately under the
bis Shedo s

Annle Powell 1s the daughter of Yeorge Powell and '
m% wii‘e Frederica (nee fyer). For her fanily etc. see
F.Ry 51, 2

Annie had three children by three different men: "41
bert Fowell hx, Dalsy Sutherland and Adelle Senlor,by--
James Senlor, .

Dalsy Sutherland married Bradley “yer and Lives in z
Bull-Savannahs Adelle 3enior married Wilbert Rlochester =
and also lives in Byll Savannahe : ]

The boy Orrett Rochester who 1s "ddopted" by #nnle an
and lives at present with her is the”grand-son of Annie's I
late sister Rebecca. Rebecca had a son with a iiochester I}
from 3te Thomas. This son Zucal Rochester had a child by |
Lilian Holness who dled, EZucal died also and his child 1
Orrett is adopted by the great aunt. Orrett is "a rude 2
boy" and Annie complained about hls behaviour, ()

Annie's subsistenge is drawn from her father's land
and her son's work., George Powell has about 100 acres of
lands This is partly rented out partly cultfvated (but nd
yot legally owned) by his sons and grand sons. &

Wllbert Powell Wa3 tHs S0H OF "uncle Nigger" as the |
BBlind man" @Galetus Simpgson who was present there answe-
red promptlye &fter this zealous answer I had to drop the .
matter of Wilbert's parentage. |

razes to Amgriqaﬁ_éﬂd his opinions on

I think to show his supreriority on other respects (
(he is much darked than the rest of the family with whom =
he lives and present in the yard) #llbert started to 19
speak about his experilences in America., He has been twice
as farm labour and visited on these ocecasions many places
He has seen New York, Boston, Washington, Fhiladelphia etp
;n Boston he visited his aunt Nicola who has a hotel there
A nice hx = a good place they have"., But he doesn't /
1like so mugh Boston and Washington they are "Ancient ci-
ties, old-fashionned citites." He prefers the nodern ci-
ties 1%ko New~York and ‘hiladelphiae.

hile he was in America he asked about everything
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Government is much better in America than in Jamaica b
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he has geen and wanted it to be explained to him, The .
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sause 1t takes betier care of the people. When a boy in
Agerica reaches 18 yeras he 1s taken into the army, and

Af he is not firt for the army he is given some other

kind of work. #£1lso the education is provided for every=
body and such a type of education which pexvttsvikmmvtov
¥ov enables the young people to proceed with thelr stue

dies %11l they learn a nrofesslion, trade etec. "Look at

this B lie3avannah school - 30 nany children - and how

many will be able to be a teacher or a nurse. For this

extra lessons - have to pay separately." And this is not

the end of 1t+:"Think how many parents couldn't sent at !
alls Education don't go farther than machette." §es there
are many children whose parents can't afford to scn@ them
to schbol, to provide vooks etc, Those children education
won't go farther than "machette".

The standard of living here is very low as compared
with 4merica says lir, Wilbert. &ven take the conpany. For
1ck1ng tomatoes they/ Jamalcans could make in Ameriecs
§15. 18 and even 20 a days. And here you get $l. The sane
with masons. The company employs them paying 5/= = 6/~

per day.

The government in Jemalca is no good. Yoesn't provi
de work for the people. Wilbert doesn't agree with the 1
Yehovah Witness dootrine that a country can do without a t

governuent. Even Yesus Christ he was a God yet he circum=-
slized. Why? Because this was the rule of the country. Jee
sus also told to pay the taxes to Ceasar, There must be
a rule in a couniry. But the Jamalea rule is bad.

Byll-Savannahfg’ in the pagte ‘

Wilbert 1sn't an o0ld man and yet he remembers when
from this place here one could only see that old FPowell's
house in Zhexx Green Olive and lir, Laban's fathers old pl
ages In Shaddock H1ll aunty Cella house and old Joint
housey and in “1bbit Mass T's house. And look now, so ma
ny houses one can't count them easily. In Ballards Valley
it was the same. He was told horses and stock could run
ghere and coming $111 Shaddock Hi1ll and nobody was troukie s

led, Mo '

When he was at school every Friday Teacher told
him an another to go in the evening and meet the par-
gon on the Ridgo 111 - near the place when the Seven |
Day Adventist Church 1s to-daye. They would meet the par-
son and the next day walk with him t111 the Little Pedro
Village, carrying his gripe.

There was no Poat Offiee in Junetion, o one in
Allicator P nd and the other in Top Hyll. When a @elegram
would come 811 the people would so.t.ho;' and wonder:"A te-~
logram was sent from Top H,11." 4nd if a policeman came
he was followed by a crowd it was such an unusual and ine
teresting have that times B,ll-“avannah was out
of the way
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It 1s only since the tomato industry was developped
here that the place changed, but 1t is not s0 long agos
But this is"small scale". Even the factory can't handle
all the toratoes which are supplied. feople here (in B.3a
van) think in "small scale" they don't understand that
what 1s lmportant ig that there ghould be many nrore face
tories in Jamaloa. People need work and where are they
going to get 1t, ifthere are no factories to employ thedy

While we were talking with Wilbert the rest of the
people geened bored with the tonice They started a disou=-
ssion mmxx concerning how nmany "generation" there are in
fanilies. Caletus was arguing hotly with his sister While
el whether a certaln infant is “ungty Cella great grand
or greakgreat-grand pickeny. Caletus wanted to run into
the fifth generation, while Whilel thought it was only 4
generations being alive now,

His new house

"ilbert Simpson took mo t0 the new house which he is
bullding on George FPowell's land a few dozens yards bee
hind the nouse he lives now in with hils nother.

The foundations, wooden constructlon and the thatched
roof are ready. e has to walt with the walls as he cant
ek masons here. They all work in the factory.Wilbert wou
d pay them more, but they prefer to work in the factory
"for the name". (prestigey. He wlll have magsons from Pro
spect. These masons in B,11 Savannah they pick a little
at one hougse and they run to another - $0 many houses are
belng bullt now and the masons and carpenters don't do

their work properly. .

Wilbert was very interested in his house from the
technlcal point of view and explained to me the advantages
of respective materials etc. He made a thatched roof now
but he wlll replace it later one with a zone roof. A that
tch 1s all right when you gro young and ¢an climb the rod
to mend it. The thatch og “Yeorge Powell's house had to be
replaced recently. Of course he had grandsons to do it
for him, but Wilbert doesn't expect to have so many
80Ns . The thatoh for hls house was bought near Black
fver, 1t is much better than the one used hers, because
worms don't eat 1t so muche If the thatch 1s out in May,
the worms will eat the thicker parts very quickly - i
will just fall in dust,

The floow will be made of boarde ¥ilbert wouldn't
like to sleep in a room where the floor is of cement, He
thinks a wooden floor is nore "sanitary". x2km

The walls will be made the “panish Wall fashions
Not out’stones like in Ellis Macmorris house. To have the
cut stones it is much more axyenslve and 4t 4s not more
durable. It looks nicer, that's all.

He has seen n America how houses are built. They
firat have to dig very deep foundations and make a cellar
here. 4 cellar is a very useful thing in that country.

‘Phey keep coal etc.

——
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I asked him whether he will marry end settle when
the houge is finlshed, Wlbert sald he had "somebody" in
Prospects In fact he is going there on Sunday. He also
wants to see the masons there, who will come to work on
hig house, He doesn’t know yet when he will marry. He was

muxh more keen on the subject of th: house itself. The houss
he told me - 1s 205 feet long and 1l feet wide. He used
200 feet of wood for the structure, needgs 50 feet for frae-
mes and 200 to 300 for floors etc. Hde will pay £of the mae
son 6/= per day and mealse The mason will work for 2% days
with an apprendice to make the walls.

fhen we were parting he told me that some people don't
understand the work we are doing hore as they regardd every
thing in "small scale"., Wilbert met with similar work being
done in Amerilsca and he understands it is "large scale".
(I understood that what he wanted to convey was, that the
questions we ask are really not of a personal character
though they pertain to pamonal rolations business etce but
they aim at gaining an objective knowledge.)

dilbert “impson struck me as one of the most intellie
gent men I met here. His world outlook is very broad and
gertalnly "large scale". It 1s rather characterstic that
in sgite of the fact that all his fanily belong to the eho=-
vah Witneas he doesn't assocclate himself with this doctrine
?eoause his ddeas about government etce are basically dif-

erent. '

18.7.48,

TeOs
I asked Hudley S8impson who was the father of ¥ilbert

Powell, _udley refors to Wilbert Powell as "the black one"
"black buf clever, guite intelligent." The story of this
ugly duckling is as follows: "I understand Missis Amnie had |
him somewhere in Clarendon. It happened that two women were
having baby at the same time and Annie swap in some trans
and they exchange baby. Thzgaexhhangp amnie's baby for that.
other womans" I asked why y did such a thing? "That woms
man deliver a blacker baby than the f§ther. 30 Just to plea
se the father fhem exchange for Armie's baby." This story
was published Dby 4nnle herself = thisg is the way she
accounts for the dark skin of her son,

ugmn I interviewed the other day "ilbert Powell in
his y full of "family andrelations" &km 1t was quite
obvious that the problem of his provenance and colour is
a touchy point.The young man must have grown with this
"complex" which may be accounts for his higher 1ntslliggn( |
ce? Wilbert cultivates a good portion of his granifather's
lande “eorge Fowell has a lot of land but much of it is-
not cultlvabdde"“corge Powell take up land from Spring Fa-
sture tc the "u'nate.It 1s so much hill ad stone that Gover
n::gtndoaan't-look ite For cultivation purpose it 1s no
(24 “
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Interview with Wilbert Powell.

#ilvert Powell came to pay me a visit Sunday
noon an® stayed quite a long time, He 1s much more self
consceious than the average person I met here. Hg has
a lmack to say platltudes and owing to this his opi-
nions are "classical’ in a way.

_Hig life.

"My 1ife is funny and nany astorms" . e sald he
was born in Yhristiana where his mother was"working atb
the timee. He came with his mother to Bull= avannah wher
he was g baby and doesn't remember the plaSe of his Dbiz
birth, %e grew up in his grandfather's yard. "Goorge
Powell he raise me". He prides himself of being a bril-
1iant =skedzex pupil but "I didn't have much advansemer
ment®. Old George Powell use to have a lot of cows in
Spring Grounds and Wilbert had %o go every Monday and
Wednesday to take care of these cOWse This interefered
with his school. He also told a lot about hils friend=
ship with Missg fuby Blythe the gister of the teacher.
"We grew togelher as sister and mother". lilss Ruby use
to teach him about the proper behaviour. "A decent boy
leaves a girl at 9 pems’ “hen he went Lo America later
on on contract liss Ruby used to write to him. fHe va-
lues very much his friendshlp - of a platonic cliarac-
ter - with Miss Ruby. Apparently he was a favourite
with the teacher who used to entrust him with all sorti
of little responsibilities. In the yard of his grandfi
ther another grandson grew in the same time.Thls was
Caletus Simpson the blind boye Wilbert tells how othe:
boys used to snatch meat from galetus' plate and Cale=-
tus used to keep the plate against hls breast and deve
lopped such an acute sense of hearing that any time a
child would stretch his hand to take the meat Caletua
was quicker and prevented it. "His ears serve him in-
stead of oyes'.

When ilbert was a young man some people came
to Byll Savanmah - some kind of surveyors - and they
prooosed to him to work with them in a place near Fran
kxenfield, “lso Vincent Powell was offered a job with
then, At the beginning Miss Annie the mother of Wile
bert didn't want to agree, but the man wilsited the
me brought presents and the mother finally agreed. 1l
bert's job was to be to care on shares for the cows™of
that man. One day Wilbert set with "lncent to go to
that place. They walked 40 miles to~Frankenfleld but
the man wasn't known there. Finally they met a short
man who told them the place 1s 2§ miles farther. They
were very tired but finally found the place., They al-
most wanted to turn backe Vincent stayed ln Franken=
field where he was working in a shope Wilbert was with
the "gentleman" he cared Tor the cows and for a horse.
However he didn't stay long there. Somebody has taken
his knife and “ilbert didn't like it and started to be
"ride" to the man who took hls knife. His employer
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asked him whether he wanted to leave and Wilbert sald
ne will leave. Be didn't like the place all together.
Rg gtayed there only for 6 weeks. g ter he left the
place he went to Vincent %9 Frahkenfield and the next
day he umx started on his Journey to Christiana on fo=-
ot. At that time Joseph and Janmes Powell his cousins
were in “Yhristiana and he wanted to joln them. "They
were very glad o see me". He stayed #1lth them for a
tine and looked for a Job. He atarted to make incqul=-
res for his father's family and was told where they
were, e went to see them, Wilbert is mist{ about this
family. Apparently the father wasn't there but some
female relative sald she acknowledge he was the man'e
son "according to the likeneas." They told him there
was land for them, but Wilbert didn't like to stay
there. As reason he gives, that the soll 1s of clay
there and he isn't used to that type of soll.

His mother learned that he wasn't working any
more and he got a lgtter from her aBking him to re=
turn home at once.H e went back home and cried when
he reached it. ,

fter a certaln time - it was during the war -
men were~recruited to go to the U.3.A on contract and
he applied, passed the examlnatlon. € was Vvery pleased
when he learned that he will go to Akerica. He showed 1t
the papers to all his friends., However when the day
of departure came,"the last night I spent in the homel
he felt sorry for leaving the home and couldn't sleep
all the night. ,e prayed to God that he shouldn't be
with other boys from Bull Savannah. 1 asked him-whyefe
sald it waa because in case he got bad news Af he were
among the strangers there wouldn't be anybody to re-
maind him of the fact. I think he fabrlecated this mood
postfactum as he did get bad news later on. Or more li-
kely it was mm cdlour reason = he is so much more dark,

JHis girls

These he considers as the "storms in his life,"
fie has now a girl in *op Hill, ®e has had two before.

1 always choose my girls from vther districts." I aske
him the reason. He gave not a very plausible reason
that & girl from outside "I don't have to tell her a=-
bout myself and she don't tell me about herself"., "hilc
apparently if the girl ls fro m the saue village he
would have to tell her about himself., Perhaps though
I didn't understand his way of reasoning. He explal-
ned to me with a fine sense of the buslness slde of 1t
that 1t costs more to have a girl outside. "You use
more shoes and the clothes them get used quicker and
1t takes more time to visit." However he kwkesvikxkx is
not mean with the girls. " noney you have in your
pocket, you don't bring any cke" If the girl asks
him to stand a bottle of rum he wouldn't like gg.bo
out of pocket. His first girlwfs from Tryall. had
a child for him - his first child and she dled-in
child birth and the child dled tooes It wasn't her first
child. She has had another one when she used to work
in Mandeville but at that time he didn't know her,

il

EREpe - ' 4




I . S I ST, . Ty - -

Fam.Rece 44.

"That girl cost me £20, doctors and all." e didn't
marry the girl. Consequently he cou?dn't cYaim back
any presents he gave her., "Being no relation, all
I glve her the family take it." And he bought her
soime pleces of furniture etc.

,© had his nemt girl before he left for Ameri-
Gas But this girl was no good, she wasn't faithfull
to him.8bout this fact his nother informed him in a
lettere.-This caused him to "fret" a lot. "hen he came
back he always told people not to write bad news to _
the boys in America. "No news good news". Happily sne
ough he didn't stay with the boys from BulleSavannah.
It seems it was a relief to him in his sorrows.

How Jamaicals run.

TR RN U W AN R TNE e D TN ey R S sew W W

_ His amrican boss asked him how Jamalca is run.
Wilbert said " You meet a girl you have a child or
two and then 1f you love the girl you build the house
and marry. "hen a person is dead you keep a set up
for the night and in the morning you bury. After a
year or two you make the tomb and have a dance and thi
is the last of a person." The Auerican wondered a lot.
he sald in Amerilca it wasn't the custom to have childr
dren with the girl before marriage. "You visit the
parents and make a provosition", *lse no set up 1s
kept. .

ggerica

For some reason I could only guess .ilbert
wanted to impress that the negroes are treated in “me-
rica Just the same way as they white. "You go to a~
shop and can buy a suit just the same as the white
mane You put §1l and the sult is yours and you pay eve=
ry week when you get pay." He got a suit just paying
down § l. #HvaegymvExnxx A coloured man (he didn't
use the word negro) can have a car Just the same as
the white mane Can buy it on installements. “lso he
thinks 1t 1s better in America because the government
doesn't interfere with business. This factory in Bgpll
Savannah when 1t grows big the government will take it
overes In Aumerica the governuent 1s only interested in
collecting taxes - that's all. The farmers they mam
deliver their preoduce te the governuent. Wilbert is of
opinion that the main difference in running the coun=
try is communleation. There are buses on the high way
which take you to the nearest town and from there you
have traln and alr connegction.

Visiting kkmrelatives in America.

R ) #11bert was working in Bonnetlicut but he made
1 g few trips Just to see his relatives. He went to
é | New Iork to see fMfr. and Mrs. Andrews. THey live

e
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849 ¢, lilcholas ftxexk Ave. In Rmerica “ilbert 1s
known mnder the namne of "King". "When youwgo there
you tell them about King they will know." *e also
went to see his aunt in Bostom Mrs, Nicola Samuda.
ggr address is 31, Broddox Park Boston . There are
apartments in the house whiech belongs to her. He
stayed there for three days. Bui the aunt was meall
to him "Didn’t give me even one dollar”" and he had
expenses to travel to Boston. However she promised
him that when she gets over to America her nearer
relatives she will do something for him too. She will
try to get him to America."she will give me a chance,"”

Life in Anmerioca

Wilbert would like to go to &Zmerica to eamm
moneye On the pther hand he told me later on he would
n't leave the home before his grandfather is dead, He
wouldn't leave the grand fathers (which is quite likel
and not for gentimental re .sons). XU IV XIS @AV ET
ne wouldn't like to live in America for long or in his
old ages "You have to work every day and everything
is on time." The bus comes every our to thelr camp.
If you miss the 8 o'clock one you have to walt one
hours &nd 1t comes exactly at 8 not one minute later.

fo is too quick too wch work. In the streets of Yew
ork there is a crowd of people. They whisper because

the are so cloge Lo each other.

fle folt however guite at home in America.The
boys would pay his fares to to the town to get him
shopping for thenm, Becausgse in the stores yax there are
g0 many things, you Jjust spend all your money and forg
get what you wanted to buy reallye. ¥Wilbert used to
make a list of the things he wanted to buy and keep to
it. He shopped a lot for the others, socks, suits etc
In America all the sh ps belong to the Jews. In a plac
he stayed some young boys s2id they wanted to kill ths
Joewse Wilbert retorted that ether people had Jjust the
same opportunity to build America as the Jews and ever
body would starve if 1t weren't for the Jewlsh shops.
Ine Italians they are waiters in the resfaurants. In
Auerica cevery man has a better opportunity to make lie
Te, However though I tried to bring the subject Wilber
doesn't see in America anything else than better persc
nal econonic possibilities,

##e was struck by various uechanical advices
like pressing the button for the 1ift, ringing from
the hall to an apartment upstairs.

Once there was a show in the town near the
canps Girls were dancing "naked as the day they were
born". The boss asked the following day whether Wil-
bert went to the ghow. WilbLert expressed hiz disguat
at such a show: " ou that have decent f mily shoudn't
have such a show"y “nd the amount of 1 ney which was
spent for it by the"boys. Wilbert says he doesn't drix
or 7o to the dances (Bﬂt he had quite a lot of rum
mrk¥avstayingxx during his visit)%heny there was this
dance in Bull Sav. at Isaac qewis he didn't go butXk&

g
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his girl friend went and he was very cross with her.

“iibert says he doesn't patronize places when one pays
6 d or 1/= far the set of nusic. e goes where one pays

. 5/= and Af he doesn't like i1t he loaves but he doesn't

make any fuss about it - he Imows how to behave.
Thatch Walk

.---mc.—u:m—

fisre in Bull Savamnnah people who live "this side
of the "road" doil’t wix with the peo le fro: Thatch Walk
= says ¥ilberte. "No one from here would eat a cmango’ it
Thatch Walke." They don't mix, don't sarry with the peo=-
ple from “hatch Walk. Anybody who wouldn't lnow him
may think that he 1s fPom Thatch Walk because he is darit,
But he belongs to "thls side" he is dark but his fanily
Powells thay belong to this side of the road. "We don't
mix the road divide.," Nor with the younger generation
At 1s a 1ilttle difrerent - there 1s uore "commun:catlon"
but still it is a dif erent guarter.

The grand father,

fiibert sald he managed the wn-le of his grandfae
ther laxd. "I have the rapsrs and pay thmestaxes and pro-
vide for the old san te prevent him to sell.".giluert
says that old “eorge rfowell would give him and even cave
the papers for-the whole of .is land. But Wilbert wouldn®
t take all of 1t, he will glve a —ortion to the sons so -
as not %o create any misunderstanding ia the family.
I checked 1t ang learned from "wedl informed scurces" iha
that: although rge rowell has about 90 acres of land
most of 1t 1s "Of any use at all, rocky, even the gvnt
don't trouble 1t." R also "a porti-n of it is cultivated
by YJavid “owell and a portion by Vincent", They don't
pay anything to George for it just something "to give
satlsfaction". Wilbert - although he wanted to APROHRX.
make Lo appear in my eyes as a big cultivator is doesn't
cultivate really nuch. Hm@tviexx Wore he a big cultivateor
he wouldn't work 4n the factory for 4/6 a day. “uring
the season he has to hire pec-le t0 wrk in Ewsx*his tomat
garien as he has to be in the factory every day. However
it 1s wost iikely that old George Powell will give him
in hls will a good piece of his land since the young man
1s the nearest to the old one now. Hilbert sleeps in
te room with ,eorge Powell, “e gald that kefuxvx while
he was in America the granifather used to suffer a lot
froa asthma. 9ince Wilbert sleeps with him he openes
for the night the window mtx and this eases the astihma,

(PrOhsuﬁg something Wilbert learned in America I wonder
whether

does 1t really. I notcled that all the windown;

and shutters are closed in all houses for the night.)
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Good wishes.

The visit started to be too long. I had to call
to my rescue my good friend “udley “impson who always ma-
nages guch visitors in a polite but firm way. Wilbert sai
he won't start before 5 pemes to Top Hill so he had still
plenty of time and could stay longer (he came before noon)
but “udley explained that the iilssis had some work to do _
and #¥m they must give "the !iissis a chance". Wilbert star—
ted his parting speech. fe sald he rezretted he met me so
late but hoped I will remember that I met & fellow Wilbert
He had a 1llttle land so Af in the future when I grow old 3
I would like to settle he will always gilve me a spot to |
bulld a house. And as we all are mortal he wished that our
graves were in Bull Javannah so he could go and say here
are the graves of a Poligh gentleman and a Polish ladye.

also warned me not to part from my husband when '
we go to America. “erhaps I will neet somebody who will
tell me that he will make a better lady but I shouldn't
part from my husbande. He repeated this warning to Obrebsii
who came on the verandsh to tell him good bye. We assured
him we will never do such a thing.

“peaking of Thatch Walk he also sald that the onmyﬂ
connectlion with this part of the village and the
reat was thal the pec le from Thatch Walk would come and
work for thoge living in Green Olive etc. Also those
peo le from "this side of the road" would go to *hatch Wall
to a set up but they would take their own rum , they wouldn
' ¢ drink their rum.




