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- Powell Ernest
Rochester Birdie

head M,Cl, 52
wife F,Cl, 45 10,8,
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st Eliz, colour, Jeh,Witn, R,2, farmer
" . agglical Ww,3, homemek,

Powell ILucille dau F,S, 18 1,0, " " w,2, none
" Neville son M,3, 16 . - " W.3, none
o Ivy dew F,5, 13 s o r W.3, @,E,
. Isaac son M,8 12 " : s W.2, 4.,E,
" Ernest son M,S, 10 i " . W,2., 4,E,
" Harry gon M,S, 8 . " - w.,1l, 4.E,
" Orrett son~ M,8, 7 " o » W,1, 4.E,

Cs
owns 37 acres , in ultivstion 4%, not used cultivable 13%
pasture 14 woodland 2 other 3,
4.\ 1 tomatoes= 4,500 lbs, 6 avocadoes, 1 breadfruit,
v ars,0o. 4 coeonuts, 1 grapes, 35 mangoes, 8 naseberries,
) , s pawpaws, 2 cashewnuis,
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Children,

- -
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corn, 1+ ® ngo mas, 13 cassava gsweect pot,ztob=4501bs
2 donkeys, 1 cow, 5 goats, 5 swine, 7 hens

P — PP ————————— A R e

‘Mrs, Birdig is "to call “aban uncle," She is a daughter

of Hubert ochester who was an illegitimate son of
Thomas fochHester, Mr, “aban never mentionned by name
this half-brother, She is a sister of Eglon Rochester,
Her husband Ernesv Powell"is to call Yeorge Powell
uncle", He is the son of Isasac Powell,

Their house is in Green O0“ive on the parochial road to
Dynder Hill opposi te the "Mango Tree",

Mrs, Byrdie says she has 8 children, The eldest
is a boy and is 21 years old, There was still en older
one but he died, 3She said her cldest desughter was 19
(which obviously is a "diplomatic"agz%xx age, Quite
often girls are made younger by mothers), The eldest
boy "he cultivates here", As to the eldest daughter
"A friend in America promised to help to take her %o
U.S, 80 I dont worry about her." This friend is Mrs,
Birdie aunt, Heban's sister,

The field of tomatoes xkaxx nex to the mad is
"for myself and mylittle boy", Would she keep the mo=-
ney she gets fram the sale of these tomatoes for her-
self? Not exactly - parents have {o spend on all the
family, Does the boy keep his money? No she keeps 1t
for him, but it is spent on his needs, to "help him
with school", The child will "get" half of the money
although the mother financed the plantation and gave
her work too, "It is to teach them from small, t0 en-
courage", "Some children more businesslike", It is
well to teach children to "begin eerly", Perhaps the
child will buy " a little goat, and then a little cow",
(The above is a set pattern if not followed repeated
by many persons),
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Travels,
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Tomatoes are a good crop, Yams are also a erop, But"When
we have cassava and peas we dont fret - yams are only a
erop, but cassava you have all the year round,"

Krs, Birdie does not sell hap cassavay but & e bakes

the bammies "all the time",

L]

Ernest Powell has been 7 times abroad: in Psneama snd
¢ times in Cuba, His first journey was to Panama where
he stayed about 2 years, Irm was about 1910, He says in
Panama conditions were bstter but one could earn more in
Cuba, He went for the first time to Cuba in 1914,He did not
know the language and had only the address of a friend
who worked on a farm in the neighbourhood of Matanras,
Fraom the place he landed it was agbout 300 miles by train,
He inquired in the town about the way to this farm, went
there, met his friend, who "fixed me allright",

It was falling trees, clearing the ground - which the
Jamaican wédre work ing most at that time in Cuba, They
undertook it as task work « so much for a Job, They
could earn as much as $15 (Cuban ) per dey, (A Cuban dole
lar = 20 cents), Life was cheap there, at that time,
Labourers from other countries used to come to Cuba too,
For instance Eaitians, "Haitiang - they are uncivilized
ﬁeOple, simple people, The shopkeepers in Cuba say:'The

altians work cheap in the bush and buy dear in the shop,
good customers, 'When the Haitisns were in the shop the
shopkeeper didnt want other people to buy, Because when
something costs $3,50 and you tell a Ha tian it is $6
and let him 50 eents, he is glad he made a good bargain,
They x=mxx cant read or write, They live like savages in
their country, Perhaps one came first to Cuba, then he
went tack and hunt them in the bush and brought them to
Cuba to work, IfxkmvRezxx He has may be 12 of them, they
work and he goes around and collect money Trom them,They
are very ignorant people, they never keep their money in
the bank, They give to the Ghinamund money and pe rhaps
some clothes Lhey buy One day the “hin:man dissapears
and they loose everything, They work cheaper too, If
they had to fall tree they would kill each other, dont
understand how to go about the work, They do chesper work,
not so responsible, They d nt know gaod food or 5ood
t?ings » = 80 they live cheapser than Jzmeicans, ery sime
bie,
Once - when going to Cuba - Ernest Fowell stayed
for 3 days on the Cayman Island, "Very civilized people
- the Caymanians", Why are they so civilized? "They
don't have a policeman there, They sent one from Kingston,
and as for 3 months no one was reported they sent the |
policeman back, They said they can do without a police-
min,dand if xkx anything happens they will write to King-
ston'
"Cubans are nice people, the dont trouble you if
you dont trouble them."(stereotypeg
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Yamaiceans could earn cood wages in Cuba &s long as khx
gugar industry prospered, Ernest went for the last time
to Cuba in 1926, After that it was not a good business.

While he was in Cuba - round 1920 - he sent his
father money to built a house for him (Ernest) Father
built the house= but not according to the plans Eprnest
left, Ernest wanted the house,_to be much bigger, but his
father thought this will do, esides in those days 1t was
very difficult to get lumber, There were no roads in Bull
Savannah, Boards had to Ye brought awximwkzysxx in carts,
end sometimes no carts were available, one had to ask
peop e to carry them on their heads, It was difficult and
expensive,

On M nday January 12th Mr, Ernest Powell invited
Uncle Fred and us, The reception followed the usual
gattern (see Fam,Ree, 1, p,11) At the table were: Ernest

owell, Fred Andrews, Obrebsk i 2nd myself, Mrs, Birdie
Powell was most of the time in the kitchen, 4fter the table
has been cleared, younger men - who were all the time out-
Side the house - came, Abhout 4 of them,

During the meal the conversation centered about
1ife in New York ( a subBect uncle Fped tackles with gusto)
abput the first Powell who built the old home in Green
Olive, about the port of Allipgator Pond and boats which
uscd come here for cargo of castor 0il, log wood, pimento
anc coffee, When the young men came they sung - at uncle
Fred request - some songs "Donkey turn over #"Portland
Disaster" "IPain Wreck" séme seafaring songs "Sing Sailor"
"Cocaigne Murder", The last one refers to & murder commi-
tted in Kingston by some Cuban gangsterson eome of their
gang, Mr, Ernest POwell rew unted in detail the murder,
how a house in Kingston was rented and "fixed nicely" the
victims lured there under the pretext of = me business ani
killed and cut into pieces in order to be disposed of,
Somebody heared a cry and sent police and the murders
left in a hurry Jamaica, Two went on & ship and were
caught in Porto Rico, brought to Kingston, tried and hung,
The chief one took a plene to Cuba - he flew "according to
Mpr, Powel™= in his pyjamas pretending bés father was
very ill, He succeededin escsping, The very long scng is
an “objective" description of murder, trial andpunishment
and very popular in Jamaiecs, I asked whether there are
any love songs, but no one seemed to know &y, When Mpsg,
Powell came I asked her and she sung "Go away false deceiver
She sald she sung it when she was a young a beatiful girl
(she is still very pood looking) at a function at school
Everybody liked it so much that she had to sing it three
times, “fier that the whole party was invited to the two

EMYHMNIVIYY Misses Powell, who live "in the old home", Mpr, Andrews

made a little speach, we took s me plctures on the steps
of the house, After that Mrs, Powell took Mr, Andrews

apart and they talked for about 15 minutes, I believe it
was about sending the elder daughter of Mpr, andMrsPowell
%0 America, as the other day Mrs, Birdie told me that the

Andrews promised her to take the daughter to USA,
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Asked Mrs, Birdie to give me the words of the song, she
sung the other day "Go away false deceiver"., She promised
to write the words and send them, and I promised to send
her a typed copy, "he told me how the song was composed,
"I was friends with a young boy and he deceive me, went
with a failr girl, just like yvou, 3he was a teacher at
the school, I had a son for him, my first child, Joslyn
Roy, I composed the song afteprwards,"
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22+ 3,48,
D.B.
Interview with Ivy Powell,

Ivy 1s from Byll Savannah, She is the daughter
of Birdie and Ernest FPowell, She is 18, At school
she read to 6th, She failed her 1lst year Pupil Tea-
cher'? Exam, and passed her 2nd year (Pupil ‘eacher's
Exam,

This is her first year at the factory., She
applied %o Mr,Hastings the manager for the post as
Supervisor, She got it and started to work in Fe-
bruary, She is paid weekly, "That is private", She
would not say how much she gets weekly,

Her father cultivates largely, She is ex-
peeting to go to K ,ngston in August for a Commercial
Course at Yurham Sahool of Commerce, Her mother
looks after the home, She sews for the home, Ivy
has not a boy friend, "“She is young you know" - her
cousin Leovaughn said,
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Vvisit at home. Int. Ernest rowell and Birdle Roghester.

19.6.48.
TeOu

Ernest Powell was in hls yard. e Just intended Lo g0

to see his ground in Herring, but stopped because of umy vi-
sit. Birdle,seeing me coming run intc the house. “he came
about 10 minutes later obviously having changed into betler
clothes. X

Hi de Ernest has his land = "wedl over 40 acres” in 8
pieces: in Herring. ‘this place 1s between Lhe factory and
Fibi. The nane was glven by hls grandfather Joseph Powell,

who used to cultivate there. Zrnest Powell acquired this laml

by "buying it in the family". 1 plece is "beyond the road,
not far from here". 1 pieve in Down, thls is the largest

{ece ahdut 16 acres. YJown is adjolning to Fibi. 1 is in
Votten Ground, this is near the lew Foresht, It 1s a very
good land as 1t 1s flat and Lrnest has most of nls cultiva=
tions there., He explained that long ago the property used to
cultivate cotton there = hence the name. 1 nlece ig in Ridge
1 in Ribbit Town and one the "home land". 411 his sons help
him to cultivate, none of them has his own land.

Pregent households

Powell EZrnest head li1+Cle "over 50" band'
Rochester Birdie wife F.Vl. "some 10 years younger than hus
“owell Lucy dau F.3. more than 20

" Neville son [i,3, 22

" Ivy dau F.3. 19

" Isaac gon M.S. 18

" Ernest son li.3. 15

" Harry gon M.3. 13

" Fred gon M.3. 12

' /;7/ small child

I asked whether there was any Rxix at their home(thin
king of Lucy's child) but they sald there wasn t .
Children. All the sons were away from the house "working in
the grounds" Ernest sald Neville was the best cultivator
"belng the oldest he has khmx morest experience" Isaac is
learning mwrpsxkryx masoary, Neville carpentry. Ernest 1s"ta
king lessonsy; which means that after having Cinished the
elementary school here he 1s taklng private lsssons with
the teacher. The parants do not yet know for what career he
is preparing, but since he is the nost intelligent of all
the becys they make take him lessons Instead of learning a
trade or being only a cultivator. Harry and Fred (Orrett in
Census) are still &b school.
The two glrls were at home, but they only zreeted me from the
kitchen door. The younger Ivy 1s to go to Aaerica soon.
A few months ago a lr.Fred Andrews camne on a visit to Bull-
Savannah. “e 1s the husband of #r, laban rochester's sister.
He promised to Ernest Powell to help with the daughter" and

"send papers for hor to come to “4merica®™. On a previous occa=

slon I asked Lrnest why he was sending his younger daughter
and not the older. He sald that the older was moére handy '
around the house and has to stay to help the other with

the housework o

— - . e
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the housework., Birdie explained to me to=day that they are
sending the younger flaughter because "she is aore intelli-
ent. I keep the older to help with washing and cooking, and
she will be able to help me otherwise™, “he means that
Ida belng the nore Intelligent will be able to make a better
career for hergelf in the States and will heln the famildy.
Birdle sald she had 2 more chlldren who died. She did not
mentlion this time her outside son Joslyn Roy, about whom ghe
told me on a previous occaslon. I wanted to talk with her
about this outside child and the story of her love affair
with the "false deceiver" about whonm she composed a s-mg.

@ was golng to"pull a few cassava ® snd I volunteered to
Zo and help her, thinking Ernest will go to his ground and
leave us alone., However Limest followed us in a Tow minutes
80 the talk about this intinmate affair had to be postponed,
We pulled about a dozen of nice cassava roots and Lrnest
came to help to chop off the roots with his machette. after-
wards he called a boy (not kEmcwmix any off 1s sons who were
8t11l all away] told hin to ¢liu} the coconut palm. The boy
threw 4 nuts, Ernest, Eirdie and nysell xmxsx ot kkx one
each and the boy zot also one. Jalle zrappimgxx cutting the
nuta to zet the ailk Zrnest told about his brotner,
Relatives abrnad "My brother Tom = he 1is In @uba = he chop=-
ped off his finger, That was in 1920 when I was there. There
Wwas plenty work in Guba that time." He to0ld me that the faect
that his brother haZ one finger cut aid not prrevent him fron
eariing money. Workers wore needed and his business was to
g0 Lo the raillway station ana recrullt the workers. for this
he would gExfrxx get from the enployers 5 and sometimes
210 "a piece”. The brother Tom stayed in “uba rforp good, Erne
st haven't heard from him for many years.-~It is only a fow
months ago he met g nan who has seen his brother in Yubs
last year. Ernest wrote Lo this brother a letter when the
war was over, but perhaps the address was not good because
1o dld not et any answer, "Peonle move in Cuba all the tim$
Ernest explained that in “uba one can't buy~land ldke in Ja-
malica. "All the land belong to the governnent, you ean buy
the houge but not the land" Unless you are in constant cor
espondence witl a person vou soon lwemax get out of touch
&8 "they move all the time™. Ho would like to get news from
his brother = Just to know row he is getting cn,

Other oggupations As I aentionned above cne son is learning
carpentry, another nagsonery and the third igs taking lessons

 Preparing lor a white collar carser. Ernest Powell is one of

the Liggest Erowers (ses also list of Growers)beaide tihids he
has a shop. He mauts the bullding \which is next to the Bron
field shop on the main road) fron Johnny Linton at £7 a year
heo lease is up this months and he intends to rent it in the
future, Johnny Lsnton asks £18 for the year now. The shop

is run by Lrmest's asigter Edlth Powell, He did not tell me
what or how wuch he gives her for 1t, ~he stays 311 the day
in the shop and 8oe8 Lo Kingston for the goods. e says the
shop pays well enough in ihe season when in good™days hés
turnover amounts to £20=30, He gives eredit and coliects on
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pay dqya.Ernsst.Powall 1s regarded in Bulle-savnnah as one

of the "big nen".

Wels VO=¢ [_© 2. Unfortunately Ernest followed us
‘ 18, 80 I couldn't get the details T wanted of the
love story of Birdie Rochester, Cnce when J.0., and nyself
were invited to Ernest rowell house for a party held for
Fre 4ndrews, Birdie sung a few songs and saild she coupesed
them hergelf. 3he explained she wag 1o love with a young
san, who left her for a "faipr girl” a teacher at school.
Birdie composed the Song and sung it at a party organised
for some occasion at school and had a tremendous success,

I asked her for the words of the song and some weeoks later
she brought then to me, T promised to give her a typeuritten
Gopy.Thils 1s the song in Srirdie's spelling:

A_Pong “ntitle Onge_I_lgve.
Once I loved with Tond affiction
One who was so dear to me
But a fair girl came beside hinm
And he thinks no nore of Ce
Chius
Go your ways you false deciever
Go your ways you f=lse young man
3inge you think me was not worthy
Go an leave me never mind
2 verae
¥any a nights with you I travsll
Many an hours valnly spent
When I think your love was conatant
Then I £ind twag only rent
3ing Chrus asalin
3 verss
One more word an all is over
“hy you are so unkind to me
ne why you #0 not love ne
Turn away how could it be (sing Chrus)
4 vorae
Go an leave me ag you wishes
Never let me cross Jour mind
3ince you thinks me was not wortihy
Go an leave me never mind
Sing chrus agaln.

I only got the opportunity Lo ask Birdie what becane
of this young man. "He's dead and the wife dead too" gaid
Birdle with gome gusto, fle married the fair teacher. ~
I have some doubts as to Birdle's authorship, but certainly
the song was well sulted to the oceasion.




