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Vlisit at home. Inter. Alma & Horls Sinclair.

22,6,48, 3upp, inf.w and Iey <Simpson.

, Te0s i )
3 Present household:(according to Alma) QS“”"/
o+
P Sinclair AAlma head. F.3. "about 40" 3, Bull-S. “ ai home
|8 " GPorls sister F.3. "older than £1lma" erippled
3 " cYyeana sister F.3,"round 30" (dumb) washerwonan

Edill‘d Eric 301 1&.%0 18 M odd JOQS

: Clissa dau e e 17 . wb w\i)\-\wb

Sigclair

3inpsony

£y

Clifford son 1,3, 14 (born in the storm)
Glenrick neph. 1.9, 10 ; N I A W
Vatheleen nicce F.3. 8 Dotagw Siwelar AL et D\wh
Aaley ?nepho i:. 30 6
David . uncle ;;?f 79 (2 years older than Robert)

\9

It 1s a small, delapidated one-room house. The Iritehm
in a separate all thatch hut without doors,

lapsor Before I visited this househcld I inquired about Dge

vid - whose'whereabouts secuied to me rather elusive - at
his brother's Robert 8iupson and nearest neishbour Iey
Simpson. A few days ago I met Lavid in the household of
his nephew “errisford Simpson. I was told there that this
was hhe plave he had his meals and he "treat it as his ho=
me"s It is true at that particular time he had his meals
there , but it was because he was dolng some work for Yerr-
8iford - cutting grass round the house. As a rule Yavid
sleeps In his own house a part of which he rents to.Yleon
Hobinson, He has his meals and washing 1s done for him by
his nieces Alma etc. Sinclalr.

David Simpson "never marry never have children". All
his iife he llved with his sister Julla S3impson who "do for
hin®, For his fanily ctce. see F.Re. of hi8 brothen No. 39.
"David him bite for other men woman" saild Iey giggling, She
also sald women didn't want him. "Some do it for noney" and
she implied David was not so eager to part with hils money.
His main trade was to "buy goat skin and sell it to tanner"
He does it even now. He also does all kind of odd Jjobs for
his tamilg living in the neighbourhood, According to my ine-
formants "David can work" although he looked to me rather
weak, moving very slowly, hard of hearing and with very slow
reactions,

I walked part of the way to Alma's house with her
nearest nelchbour Iey Simpson. The horde of ¢children was
following me and in the yard of Alma there was about half
a dozen of other children who greeted the newcomers by shou
ting and pushing them. Seelng traces of sweets on the new=
comers faces they asked ue for sweets. But I decided to
change ny tactles and not to attract then to me withsweets,
I told them that I didn't have any ore sweets norn oney,
but 1f they behaved nicely and were qulet I would bring som
next time. There was a bush there covered with blg bell-lilke
white flowers, ‘hey swarcmed on it, picked the flowers and
blew into them (1like chlldren do with paper bags) and
eracked them all around ne. They were pushing each other




# James
Sinclair.

slept
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and rolling in the dust. The two most quiet sat fondly near
me and were looking for lice in each other head. Children
in 1bbit Towm and this part of Shaddock Hill are pxceptio-
nalYy wild, In the other varts of Bull-3av. they are very
different, polite, kind and unobtrosuive.

I first snoke to Doris S8inclair, wno was sitting in %
the kltchen. $mext One of her feet looks like eaten by an
ulcer,s Only the heel is left, the big sore exposed, She
walks painfully with the alc of a stick. Her face is both
0ld and infantile. She doesn't seen quite "collective™as
People say heres. 3he told me she had a number of children,
but I Imew already she had none. Her sister Yeana who ia
dumb came after a while, 3he was woriilng in the ~arden.

She 1s a zood looking young woman very untidy. A third woe-
flan was comning and Doris told me it was her daughter, Phis
Was actually her sister Alma, I Look Alma and we walked
towards the nouse, 3he stood 1in the doorway so that I
couldn’t see the inaide. Zmtw 411 T could see was a heap
rags in the coyrner, H '
- Julia amixhad with o 0 Z 20N 8inclair had 3 daunters & a
son. #The three sisters lived al1” their life in this hou-
86, It belonged to their nother Julia Simpson. Julia did
not share the house with the zirls! father Haumond 3inclair
Who ilved a iittle below. David Sliupseon - Julla's brother
lived always with Julla, ho cooked for him, though he
Ekxymt in another house. &lma had slso a nuiber of half-
siblingss Fhilip 8inclalir-by the same father, By the same
mothers: Epie Jyer who is in Kingston and Agnes Oyer who
1ives in Ridge, #nother brothop by the sane mother and Dav§
Powell = Wilfred rowell dled.

Alna Sinclalr has three oh: ldren. They all stay with
hers Thelr father is Richard Edwards. I agked her whethepr
Be Lelped her with the chlldren, "Not much since then srow"

he sald, I asked Ler why she didn't marry him, "Him take -
&nother woman ang orn vy 8nd leave me." "He don't have
chlldren by the wife" she adced with satisfaction. Her own
children:iric,8lissa and “lifford(8onyaan) don't do anythig
in particular, She wasn't quite sure ab ut their ages,
fixed that of Eric's at-18. Sonyman was"born in the storm™
(1933). he aian't know or didn't want to tell me her own

: 5 1y she agreed - AB £ at oy sugcestion - that she
Was “"about 40", she was the only one of the three sisters
who had a decent and clean dress. Quite pessibly she changd
for my benefit, as she emerged from the house after I have
been talking for & while to her lane sister, in the kitchen
ki Joris (§1ma told me) wasn't Dorn with a bad foot,but
1t become 30 when she was a bay". Doris never haa any chil

Jeane was brn aump, “he had four children, three
of
whom stay in this household. The fourthr ure Froderick 1s

mnth the brother Janes (2) Sinclair. A1l Jeanc's
children are for Dalson “inclair who lives in
the house below,

I couldn't get frou her whetlier the three sisters ang

thelr six children 8leep all in the little house. “he kept
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saying "We live all together, all together". I only think
that the older boys may sleep with her uncle Daivd in his
houge. It 1s a custom in Bull-Savannah that boys sleep to=
gether 1in a separate house, Girls always stay with the pa-
rents in the sane housge.

 #1ua wasn't quite sure how much land she had. She
showed me a pateh of corn apd sald "That's mine" and ano
ther patch of gungoo peas. She thinks it might be one acre
or less or more. This land 8he got from her mother.

Her face was like her sister's YJoris both old and v
infantile - it4 a face 0ld dwarfs have. But she is of nore
mal s8ize and mentally 1s normal tooy though rather dull ami
depressed. (she seemned to 7e) ¥xfxitx The household is depre
ssing enocugh: the delapidated small heuse, the "dummy"sisg-
ter and the other erippled and subniormal, the heaps of rags
untidy yard and the horde of children nolsy and "unruly"
aren't a particularly pleasant or stimulating nilieu. I won
dered how this woman thinks of her future, whether she has
anyg plans or at least hopes. I asiked her whether she thinks
she will be always living here and what she thinks will be
the future of her children. ghe sald:" I live here, I don't
mﬂ.
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. Gena Sinclalr (Adassa was quite firm that her nare was
~ 8pelt this way) 1s a deaf and dumb woman, 7T saw her

- iIn the kitchen of her siter-in-law Irg Adassa Sinclair,
~ where she was co king some co’f e beans. Adassa told
- me a few items about her. She looks about 33 or 34 years
~ Her face 1s alittle odd, and the headzear she was |
Er;ﬁgan&ng accentuated its omallness.

jéﬂh.;hl! had sevon ehild?én. Only the followins are alive

- Asley Sinclair
- Kathleen Sinclair,
~ "ansell Sinclair

Frederick Simvson
- The father of the Sinclairs is Dalson Sinclsir; she eammo
. re * the name of timx Frederick's father. ipedoricl
been adopnted by Adessa, so Geng of'ten comes ~ver to
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 She gets xm help for the Sinclairs but she doos % know
- how much that ‘s, | |
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birth,. 5he ean underst
but they are notx
not speek clesr like me"




