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The Murrey femily have & family consciousness,in -
& Bigh degree. They &¢11 come from Thomas urrey who merried fusen
Gooden & relative of Mrs. Francis Erissettr's fother. Pe cime from
westmoreland ."He did not born in wersop, he come zhu Open the
rWorsop"/Watilde Murrsy/ .

Metilda geve the numes of 4 sons of Thomes: Ta -
vid, 7illiem, Scmuel znd Thomes./junior/

Thomes Junior hed: Wetilda and George /vho live
now in one house, Susan - now Mrs Evens, Joe, who died in & 1lu-
naetic & sylum end Simien. °

Simizn merried Rertha - zsuntie Rerthie.cimicn
is deed, but suntie Berthie lives in the nice h use on the hill
between Green's Town end wilson Velley, beyond the rowe Tovn.

' Simien "mrrey hes:Cherles, who is & firmer, ‘my
who went to ¥“Tngston with = detective. che leads & fust life
there. che contracted Vv.D., 2 fter her fatherts decth she gave
money for the house to be rebuilt znd sdded to it. Tt is ¢
pretty house now with verandah end painted. /nother son of £i-
mian Yurray is Joseph Murray merried Cl. to Julic Rsziley.Fhe
had tvwo dsugthers previously to her merrisge. with Joseph they
hed: Rosclee, Fda - treining now in Kingston for midwifery end

lvin vho is & teascher in Troy. Simian Murray sold 40 yeasrs &go
&n ccre to old /1fred Rowe.

semue 1 Murray had: ¥Xentimore, celvin, 'rs.
Rowe, Mrs.Devis. T do not know yet cbout them.

y R P . BRI )

D avid Murrey is still alive. He likes &
drink. He 'parted WwIth some of his property necr the centre on
the mein roed. The place where benencs sre sold used to belong
to him. "It wus seized by Mrs. Brissettr : 1so the house vhich
now belongs to Mrs. Brissett and is rented to constuble Rutler
wes bought from the Ruilding Society because Devic could not {
pey bacsk the lo:n on it. Rux¥dvhvEYyXVRYWCEEX ' nother site of
De vid's wes bought by Guy, who is the foether-in l:w of ”enneth
Murrey. Devid hed: Trevers, Humword, Jacky, F lwith, crzford,
"enton, Jo:z n, Beryl &énd Kenneth. ¥enton kxs. oun lecnd on the
roud o posite Eve Murrcy's house. He sold 2 zcres 5 yecrs < go
¢t the beck to P clmer Rueben - probably «t ¢ 10 cn :zcre.

Traverse Murrc y merried Frederice. The y
have: Urlich, Cermea, Gwendolyn end ¥enneth.

Hemozorde, Rzndall and sempton used to live
together / &t the time of the census/ in & seper:ite househol d .
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The Murray Family.

T met ¥r. Xenneth 'urray outside the shop next to the new
post office building. He 1is &an excepticnnely healthy &and
plezsent looking young men. Hed high boots, @ machnette in
hini. He hus been for one year in smerica (1944-45), &nd
scouired & little of the imericen dravl.

He lives & mile from wthe steticnn ( sguere in
front of ¥rs. Brissett house) behind the egriculturel in-
structor. FTre:houser He is the son of Semuel Murray.
sccording to census dete he must be 34 yecars now, but he
looks 10 yesrs younger.(Census: Pd.27.Sb.21 Fh 2.* Tt might

be = mistake in identification. The place where Yr. Guy

lives now ( next to Rendz1ll Wurrey shop used Lo belong to
wennetht's Murray father - Semucl. He sola it years «g0 to
guy. He was sick &t the uime &nu .ic not Leve big chilaren
to help him, so he had to se¢ll the place.

Mr. ¥enneth Yurrsy knows all his femily, he enu
merated his relatives 1in the oruer of h.uses they nave clong
the road. lle was pleased T knew the name of Lis grend-father.

vhile T was talsing with Muriay J.N. vwas talking
with his friend ¥r. Sumwons(?). The last one said that curing
the war both of them were very interested in pclitics &nd

jowed every day the news from the f.ont in ti.c newspesper.
€ showed a great snowledge of politicel curo,ean var d vel-
opments. They (Summons ana Kenneth Murray) seem Lo be
friends. His brother is Calvin Vurray the s: cmzder.

Rizvhvnsevavivhxi®x Tue house in vhich he lived
with h:.s father he rented to the “orporsal.

His nmother is Emme Murray en excepticnnally becu-
tiful old ledy whom T mel scversi: Limes on Lhe rosad.
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On Nonday 12.5. I visited Mrs, Emma M
~ introduced to her some weeks before by I
( T met her several times on the road, and
to come and see her, Ny visit was not
ticular day., She lives with her two scns “enneth and
one of her daugthers lVrs., Rowe and her hust
a Rowe child there,zmixsivavavgvanivisxgxvevy
The small daughter of the second daugther »f lrs g5
Vrs Davies, lives also wmikiixx there, . L ]
The house is on the road opposite lrs, William's !
house rented by the agriculiural inspector lr,Record,
It was bought about 1% year ago, when the two sons
of lrs., Vurray came back from the USA where they stayed .
for a year, There 1s about 1l acre of land to 1it,
It is a big house with three front rooms and verands
The one back room is divided by a corridor which runs at
the back of all three front rooms, _
The back of the house 1s on fairly high poles. Tumve |
Under them Vrs, Rowe was cooking. something on an onen fire,
I noticed that there was also somebody cooking in the
nearby kitchen,
I was asked to come to the drawing room, which 1is
the central front room, In the middle of it was a round
mshoganny table, It was given to lrs, Murray by her husba
band / low decad/ On the table was a vase with flowers .
About half a dozen of mahoganny chalrs were round the table,
In a corner a cabinet with glass doors full of x¥aszex 1
cups, glasses and decorative china etc. A nice rocking

\ chair in another corner was used with gusto by the 1little
granddaughter who was addressed all the time by Vrs, Vurray
1m.y 1Ove n &

Ihere were some smaller tables in the corners,
The side room kxx is the bed room of the two sons,
It 4% almost completely filled with a hudge bed in which
both of them sleep, The bed was bought in Kingston last
year for £30,=.- at the “tandard Furnishing, Over it was
a mosquito net, which cost £3.=.- lrs. 'urray explained
her =on was sick and bought this net, I did not find out
whether he suffered from malaria or other siclmess,
A lot of men's clothes were hanging behind a curtain, The
hogh laced “enneth's shoes were drying on the verandah,
The other side room belongs to Vrs Murray, There 1s also
s double bed on which were some clothes, two trunks,

The back room is occupied by lrs, Rowe and her hus
band, They used to live in Vay Pen but are staying now with
Mrs, Vurray = I was under impression that it 1s a temporary
arrangement, In this room there is also a double bed, a wash-
stand with basin and jug. This porcelain set cost £ Ge=.=
A very nice mahoganny dressing table with mirror on which

some tollet items like cold cream ete, were xvamiim dis-
played, In the corner clothes behind a curtain,
f In the corridor dividing the front rooms from the
baélk room was some corn in a wooden box and odd domestic
{ ustensils,
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Vrs, Vurray is from lanchester, Fer mailden name is “mma
Pinley. “he married Saguel Vurray. She says her husband
Sarmel was the son of illiam Vurray who had three other }
sons: David, Josiah and Islah, ¥rxyxvme Dhe says her ;
husband's grandfather was Marcus and he was the father of
Thomas whose ch’ldren were: George, Vathllda,Joseph and
lips, Evans, This family tree is slightly different from
what lathilda Vurray said, #4nyhow according fo Mrs, Emma
Murray it is: (nld G Thont

lapens lurray

Wi%lisg;— uﬁr;i;/.f B3 i;;has<t 'i::_/),
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Daé&d Samuel Ngthilda, Yeorge,!rs,lvans Yoseph

&
Lma  Finley y 4

Mrs, Bavies, Nrs\Rowe CalLin “ennith

Vrs, VYurray was very pleased when I complemented
her on her son “enneth whom I met a few days before, She

is very proud of her children, She has had 6, but 2 dau-
thers died and she has alive two married dauthers and two
sons, who are not %et married,

ShmvzzkixVevrgaviverxy She spoke of Ueorge lurray
as of some kind of senior of the family, She said his father
Thomas was a doctor, He could set broken limbs, She showed
me her right hand which was broken in the wrist and Thomas

Vurray set it, Thomas lurray used to hunt wild hogs., Fe
told everything to his son George, who is the"carrier'"of the
family traditiong.

She spoke of her children willingly, The dau-
ghter"did well", I believe she meant they were respectably
married. Her daugther lrs,Rowe has two dauthers in Kingston.
One - Enid - 1s a nurse, She 1s in a hospital in Kingston,
It is a very ggod place, built in memorial of Bishop Decar-
tet., Itx 1s the best nursing home in Kingston and_xawey all
best people are there, DMNrs, Vurray's grandauther Enid
Rowe is of "a clear disposition", She is liked in fhe hospi-
tal by patients. lhere are many clergy, who pay speclal
lower rates. The other Rowe grandauther is a stenographer,
-she works also in Kingston.Rowe is"a clear man,"

VMrs, Davies is the youngest dauther. “he has a
baby now, Her older dauther is with Vrs, lMurray. “he stam-
mers a little, Mrs, Murray saild “enneth also used to stam-

mer when he was a small boy,.xSkexgaxx The remedy for stam
mering is to put some clear water into a morsar and beat 1t,
you give it then to the child to drink, That is the way she
cured ¥enneth from his stamrering.,

She said “enneth was a veiy zood son to her, He
nrovides her with everything she needs, “he sh-wed me a
glass tray with faney coloured glasses he brouth her from
America, Also a imitation=crvstal plate, and a prinkexvtable
eloth, *er sons used to write to her from the USA, ‘hen
thexvv
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The Vurray family

Soon after they arrived in the States a fire broke in
their quarters, They were living - 20 of them - together,
omebedy left an electric sooker burning, Yhen the two
urrays came from work all their belongings were burned,
This disaster upset them a lot. Kenneth wrote his mother
that he was left just in his shortesleeves shirt, pants
and boots, "The very Bible gou gave me was burned to
smoke and ashes" she quoted from his letter, lNrs,Zmma
Vurray wrote them not to worry and soon she got a letter
saying "they started a new 1life". They made quite a bit
of money there, The new place - house and 1% acre was
bought for it, This nlace belonged to Alexander Faster,
His son shot him and went to prison. The place was mort-
gaged so the administrator general put it to sale, <he
Murrays read an advertissement in the paper to that
effect and bought the place with the american money,
Also a lot was spent on furniture ete, /see above/
There were some bananas on this site, denneth planted some
more, A patch of skellion is at one side of the front
garden, On the other & patech of corn.

Mrs. Marray said all her children ask her
always for advice. Xhmx ler nephew - David's son Si1l1 =-
is now in the States, He wrote her "the advices you gave
me are verv useful"”, She says a mother must take care of
her children, guide them, so they could stand on their
own feet When they grow up and make good living,

She asked me about my children, I showed her a
photograph of my son, She said "liow I saw the picture I
like him", She asked me what he wants to be when he grows

I told her she wants be a "doctor of animals", She said
Vr.Brooks = who is the bell ringer for the Haptist Church
has a son who studied this profession in Enggand and is
working now in Birmighamn,

She asked me how I liked VMrs, Erissett. I said

something neutral, She said that Mrs, “r, was a nice woma
woman and was trying to do her best /?/ She is very active
"but has no children of her own", / I believe it was meant
to be a "eatty" remark?/ But on the whole lrs, MVurray
seems Lo be a quiéd person and satisfied with life, Mot a
single time did she refer to "hard times" ete., Her home
kx seems to be very comfortable, well furnished, lirs,Vu-
rray is very active, I have seen her often on the road
carrying sowething on her head, She 1s always well dresseg
but in simple clothes., “he has very fine features, looks
much younger than her age, has a svelte figure and extreem

ely bright large eyes. Her "disposition" is dark but her
features thin and delicate, -

She drew my attention to her yellow mongrel
dog which ecame from the garden Lo the verandah over the
gate, She said he was clever because he was "a nortion of
a fox-terrier",

“he said her neighbours lrs,&VNr,Record are
were nice people, Their little dauther comes often to
play here, She was very natural, with simple dignity and
happy ‘all the time, She thanked me for the visit asked .
about my husband and promised to come to see us. She does
come to see Jlsses Aimee and Ida.They are very fine ladies,
The funeial of their father was an event for the ghble dis

trict. |
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Family History. George Murray wes borm in Varsop, but his parents and
= his grandparents were form enother district, His father and
' his mother came to Warsop from St.Elizabeth, They married be-
Finleys. fore moving to this place, Imxikx His mother family name mxx is
Finileyr. Rmfayxizxemximparkmmixamd-rizkxwed Finleys are an
important ana .ealziichrmy. Ow Bty 2 velative to Mexx
fexge George Murray ofh 'his mother, Guus & pio .-Lr"y ot ?—& 0
acres in Vlestmoreland. The name of the property is Nimington
" Pene. Shere is also a prope%t in Highgate in Finleys “hand,
and also in St,Elizsbeth ightingale Grove/, Fis remt re-
latives Finlepslive also in Kingston, where they have a big
house et 130,1/2 Harley/?/ Street.

Murrays. His father’s name was Thomas Murrey,the same name as
his grandfather’s, who was also Thomes Murrey, His parents,
when they came to Yarsop, followed his old predeces=or,his

Gprendfather grandefather Thomas Hﬁrray; =k Crandfather Thomas lurrey came

Thomes Murray.to Unrsop the first and he”ovened”Warsop for other people.
Er George Murray does not kmow when it happened, He knows,
that his granfather Thomas Murray was liberated still before
emancipation, "hen he settied down in Warsop, he owned here
more than 100 seres of land,

Father _ His father died when he was 96 years old, He lost his
Thomas mﬁu-l"ay.mcst;lwr when he was only 8 years old, Thomas lurray, his father,
Doctor of is an important per=on in the districi. e knew everything about
people and thaxpaxt Varsop and was a doctor. He cured animals end people as
animls, well, He had a vary wide kmowledge about plants and medieine,

He =k set broken henm bones and cured people from various di-
secses, lr,George Murray does not know where he acquired this
knowledge. Probably from somebddy, but he does not think he
learned 1t from kskrxpradez his father and Vr,George Murray’s
grandfather, He did a lot of good to people in "arsop amd in

a case of an accident or 1llness everybody had recourse to his
father, fmx There was no other man here around who could do it
as good as hils father and when he broke his leg it was not set
right by pamplexwhexka¥pad other loecal practitioners, His fa-
ther wes blind during last years of his life. He dled in

and reached S8 96 years, His ndafther lived also x long time
and dled at the age of 120 /?/ - any how he was over 100 when he
dled. He kmiswgsxxtarfamitxxwlye does not expect to reach similar
age, He is too astive, =% works o2 lot and does mot enjoy similer
conditions of life as his ancectors,

lr,George lir ,Ceorge lurray is elso e doetor. He cures the animals

Murray. end he can help people in disease, He knows to set bones., All
the knowledge he has he got from his father, Father has pasced '
to him his knowledge. !le wasalways interested in this job, He
knows & lot, ¥ex”"Even lr.Brisset says, it a pity you neﬁer got
education to be a doctor.” He kmnows to extract teeth., e
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knows a lot about .anlmals and their diseases, He can set broken
shouldres, - with animals and people, ”I can treat them, I do
help people, but pecple do not help me rmch,”

Mr Murray is not on good terms with Mr . Brisset. "lr, Bri-
sset thinks thet sinee he is a mimdommswm big shot, I must beg to
him, But I will not beg to him and I will not beg to anybody.

I do not either Mp ,Brisset or snybody to beg to me. I hame my
principles in life and I Birectly keep to my prineciples, First
of 811, I respect myself, And then I do respect other people.
I ¥now my principles sand I am not going to beg to anvbody. Mr,
Brisset has to know how to spesk to me, I am poor, but I am
comely ”

?T am not a rich men”, He does not know exactly what other
Murrayshave in Wersop, #kmk but "I can tell you my ocwne I got |
1 sere and 1/2 chain where I live snd I bought another 1/2 |
chain - just e little over 1 aere, where I live,” He has gob
also about 1 sere an half ”the same place ¥axrmr Wareop” from
his father.”It is mm Durhem oldproperty, but we eall it Warsop.”
He has also mkemk 20 acres of land on other place /or places/,
out of which he cultivates /this year?/ 4 acres,

Murray ‘s publiec ”I am not a rich man, but I have confidence. People trust

functions.

History of Mur-

me,” Young Guy, the son of Guy the shoemaker, who has here some
property but stays in Panama, has entrusted all his property

to him, The property was under somebody’s else management for
some time, and now Guy asked him to take the management off his
estate in Warsog. He could not refuse, X ”I am also the exmcu-
tor of 4 wills,” People trust him and want him to manage their
family property affairs, Quite recently an owner of a big
estate in St.Blizabeth/?/ asked him to teke the job of the sec-
retary of his property and to menage his affairs during his ab-
sence, ‘e does not know whether he will teke the responsibiltgy,
»I feel too week.” But after all, in management of other peoplef
property, what matters the most 1s not so much great ability,

as honestye

His property to-day is pertly only derived from his fa-

ray ‘s family andther, The paternsl estate was divided among all the successors.

Proneériy «

"My father’s property shared among us”, One portion passed to
George Murrayjanother to David Vurray; he died and the property
is now in hands of Virs.,fva Murray,hizxwk the wife of the late
Davidj the third portion passed to lirs,Evans, wvho is his sister.

The successors are from one father,Thoams lurray, but
two mothers, ”liy fahter married twice.” In the result of family
divisiomn George left the patermal house, which passed to
¥i=xx lrs.,5usan Evans, his half-sister, who married an Evans
from ghristiema. I left and kwid built my own cottage dowm
here,

I could not get mkxkhaxdxkx a clear asccount of all his
brothers and sisters and this mmst be done agein, Follwing per-
sons were mentionned by him, who belonged to the family and
participated in the share of the family property: lirs.Evansjg
his half -brother /“ihen father was blind this house was
left for my half-brother”/;w his elder brother, whg lives, but
whom George lMurray dld not care to msmkism neme Fenksxprabaiivx
SimiksmyxerxRaxidyxerx /this may be either Simien, or Joe, who
is in the lunatic asyl . e avoidsx also to mention Matilda
Murray .
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Murrey did not also ecare to mention his wife, His family
1s &MkYl¢. He has only one deughter, Shex Nerissa lurray,
Werissa Murray stays now in Kingston, Attends Commereial School
for whieh Murrey pays L.,5 for each term, She lives at €1,Bee~
ston Street, with Mps.Brown, who is his cousin, Ceorge Mur-
rey is very proud of hép deughter. He expressed wish trat we
meet her some time,

George Murray woriks 2 lot on his cultivations, He does
of work by himself and is busy fror eesrly morning till the Xxte
evening all the doy, Fe 4s all the day usually away from the
house,

lip Jmrray is 69 now, He was bern in 1878, He xmmsbwasx
remembers pretiy mi¥x¥es%¥ well Wawx¥ what larsop wes alike in
hkt olden days,

At the time of his youth there were some pleces still

in wood in Waysop and very few cottapes, Most houses were

"in thateh”, ”"There were only three homes in Varsop that
were shingled houses.” One cottage belonged to MeClures, eno-
ther to Milford. The third wooden house was his grzmifather’s,
Thomas Murray®s house, It was "so dark time - people burned
their wood and built the houses out of grassj they didnt kmow
to make shingles,”
fkx 014 wooden house of Milfords is retained still in Yar
sop. It is aecross the mmat perochial roed,”ageinst the Baptist
Church.” This 1s the oldest house in Wersop to-day.
Mrs.Evans’s house is the next oldest house in Varsop.
"My father®s home, where Mrs.Evans lives, thet was my father”’s
home, where 1 was born, It is the same house now, only new
buildings were added, Portion of my father’s home is sti1l
there rhe same, ‘nd I Xiwm am living now in my 1ittle cottage.”
His grendfather’s old house does not exist any more., Xmexpr
It was where Brisset”s house stend to-dav,

lr.Geaorge Murray remembers the following names of old

and their owners.properties and old proprietors in Wersop, First of all, there

Troy and
Wilson Valley

Durham
Mountain,

=1

arsop.

wes Troy property, vhich belonged to Carters, Wilson Valley was
not a separafe property, but a part of Carters’’land possessionse
Thepe was also Springside, which was owned by a Muirhead. It was
between Warsop and Troy, Durham Mountain was also a property
which was sme# owned previously by « Milliner, Beorge Murrev’s
grandafther bought his portion of lasnd from the old Milliner,

ther pewnx families who settled down in Tarsop pmrits
inxihexmzx bought alos thelr land from M4lliner. Property
"Retreat” which wes bought by Binslair, and also the land of
llendezes, were esteblished in this wey. They were ppeviuosly a
part, of Durham Mountaine It is likely that Tiltshire’s proper-
ty /which even to-day is called by some people Durham Mounialn/
was aequired in the same way, g8 name “llarsop” previously wes
reserved to this part of the district which to-day is described
&s Bottom Varsop. ”From up here or from lr.Bpisset to tne Bap-
tist Church and down /or up?/ to the rilwer they call it Durhem
liountain, #fd And from the Baptist Chureh is called arsop down
to the river. This was the neme of s surveyor - lMr,Varsop,”
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There were five fmportant families at the time of lir,
George lMlurray’s youth in Warscp, These five families constitu-
ted really ¥ar=em the whole Warsop et that time, Other paopte
familles developped from these families and other people came
in grecter numbers and inhsbited the district only leter,

There wes first of all Sincleir Meurice, the owner
of the Retreat Froperty, which he bought from &we Milliner,

The property was abewk above 100 2cres, There wes Mendez family,
next In impobiance; "lendez secondly kawe had sbout the same
amount”, lnrreys hed s mtmiiyx similar stert, "My grandfather
mst have had over 100 acres? “About the seme emount” was owned
by Greer famlly, who aequired their land chiefly from Carter
and who inhabit to-day the vhole ~marter of +the vilispe, ecalled
Green Town, To-day Mendezes are seattersAd over the ¥illage,

but they éld not loose their patrimony, It only passed to other
people in their family, bearing other names, The fifth family

of importance mmmwere Brissets,

With the exception of Sinelairs and Mendemes whose sue-
cessors are scattered in the village, the remaining three fami-
liss live to day more or less #n the sasme places where their
ancestors settled downe.

Granfather Thomas Murray had his place where to-day 1is
brissetshouse, His home extended from Brissets “house /wheve
the house of midxdimw the first Murrey was built/ “up to the An-
glican Church”,. This place was not bought from M11liner /from
whom the major part of hundred seres was purchased/ but ”from
old gentlemen Mr,Milford, There was enother gentleman Tilte
shire by mm name. Rexwx I bought / later on/ from "iltshire ,
from the same Durham Mourtain 10 acres.” Wiltshires property
was accuired by grandfather of Ceorge "1ltshire, whe came here
and bought scme Ined.fxem The neme of Zthe gentleman Ian She=-
vers” was mentionned in this connection,/It is pessible that
7iltshires bought their land not direetly from old Milliner,
but through the intermediary of a Shevers, whose name figures
also In some femily blographies, liy rem,//Or mey be that M1111-
ner bought his Durham Mountain from Shevers after a part of it
was sold by him to Wiltshire/,

Ur.George Murrey know: nothing of Rankin, ”Ranlrin - I dont
know him at e11”, He knows,howewer,that there was ”a small pro-
perty” attaching to the Beptist Church, This property was owned
by & family whom people in Warsop ealled Herrman, "They are
important family, leading to Springslde end comnected with Na-
plersfamiix.” Napilers were enother important family, connsct-
ed with Murreys, "My cousin Portes /he came from the same Murray
family/ wes married to a Napiew.” A1l these famildés we inter-
married end were conneeted with eash other through many con-
nections, "It was emalpgameted family.” Mrs ,Carter was also
Napier.”01ld Mother Nepier - desr old lady - died when she was
120, Very Christian ledy, deer old lady, 10 yesars ago she died,
when the Governmor Later /?/ was at the same time,”

"lairheed wes at the place vhere leaving arsop you go
to Troy. This property was cazlled Springfield or Spgingtide.
Fext property wes Troy property, Carter’s property.

|
.1
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Life in old VWarsop was of course different. There was
plenty of land and mmixxPewxx few people mumpxextiweiwy only.
PAnywhere you could go and cultivete e lemnd plece for yourself,
end plant provisions for yourself,” TVobody bothered very mmch
about lines or the =ize of 2 cultivation., Swewswym People did
not know cxactly mhkxx¥x whet is the size /in acres/ of the land
they bought or rented,

”"The land was fat snd fertile”, and it was easy to mavke
living from ecultivetions, Now it is different., A1l the land
is under cultivation mmtx for meny years and it is exhausted.

Life wes also simples "To tell you the truth, we had no
substantial things which we have to-day. Vie had no shops,
which we have to-day.” The butecher had ho shpp at that time,
he simply kept his meat in a barrel in front of his house and
everybody could come, choose a plece of meat and eall him to
pay the prices Things were rmeh chaper at that time,

Nobody was afraid of immsimm his &k goods or crops being
stolen by a thief, "There were no thieves dubing the days when
I was a boy.”

Conditions changed only when strangers from other districts
started to come end settle down in the district., Most people
in Varsop sre strangers. Things changed when different people
came to distriet,sinee strangesr started to come to the district .
From I was a boy there were coming different, differernt fa-
milles, Those men had stretches of land” - not big properties,
as original femilies,

”"The main road which we have bullt was bullt in 1892,

the Post Office.l even know the neme of the ingenieusr who bult it. His neme

The Schools,

was inegeniemr Abbie Paree, We then had only loeal parochial
road in deep muds at different parts to go through, Post Office
was at Ulster Spring - men went by foot to the Post Office
from here, Until ebout - I cant tell you so fully - sbout 1896
-~ 1898 the nearest Post Office was Troy Post Office. Until about
1912 we had our Post Office there, The postman from Troy had to
go to Belaclava, then we from Warsop - that is 3 miles - had to
go to Troy, From 1912 to 1914 we get our letters from Proy/de-
livered %o Varsopn/, And during about 1914 we had our Post Office
in Warsop, Mrs.Brisset would be able to tell you, why we had
the Post 0ffiee in Varsop, becouse it was through her that the
Post Offiee was transferred to Warsope” "And sim!lerly about
%535 ge havg the Royal Mail rumning from Ulster Spring to
alaglava,

“In those yeers we had 3 schools here, The Baptist School,
The Wesleyan School and the Angliean School, Till =incs about
1908 the Covermment took ever the schools end made one amalca-
meted scheol, Since then it wes on the same sekool up till to-
deys teecher Valters, Eéacher Dyke, end teacher Gayle, They
were kept /lessons/ in the Baptist Chappel for Years, until
the Govermment took it for him end removed the sechool from the
Baptist Church, The popultaion is to large, the school cannot
hold the accomodations for all the children,”
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”The sehool was averege attendance 50-60 children. Imspec-
tor will go through 3 schools in a dey, In those days my In-
spector was T,Capper. He was G,S5,5cuilre’s assistant, I remem-
ber him saying always: “Whem I was a colonel, I got thofshgt in
my leg.” He used to distate to us: "During tmeen Victgria s
reign wonderful and useful machineries were been made, I”was
very good at dictationse I rememwber dictations very weal,

gMy father seemed not to thik se rmeh of eduecztion. "hen ,
I asked him of books, he did not buy them, "here I can get 1t '
rny kmyzg bLoy? 1 went to the sehool without bocks, Most got flog-
ging in the school for peeping others’books,”

"Lif'e was better and chesper in old days, lLabour chesper,
Trensportation cheaper.” Now "Bustemente rules” and with his
rulex “things go up”, ”We ere not members in the Government,
get nothing from it” ,”Import is greater, and expobp smaller,”

They guess, that the ultimate euse of this is war, “Meshed
up places, all war destruction. Other people fed from places
we were fed. "hole cost come upon us,”

They suffer from searcity of the most Impobatnt utilities,
”Cant get things tc buy. e cant get spoons, we ecant get nails,
Meen 1ife we have, Cent get comfortable 1ife, There is mo

soap, or very scarce at best.”

Things are very expensive too, “The eloth to-day, inferior
things, cost 2/6 to 4/, on controlled price,”’ ”Serge like that
was 5/. a yard before yaers, 12 yaers ago. Now 30/, a yard.,

6 yards to meke a suit,”

"e, the cultivators, mast work hard to keep life. How
can we live now? It is & terrible auction, Herrings, once ago,
vhen I was a boy, were 1 penny a mand pound. And you refused
to take 1t, if yawm they were not fire quality, Now - shilling
& pound. Some poor people eant taste herring for a week, ¥£x
thayxseiixkhnrmexty The seme with the meat, and stiil worse,
The butcher sells to the rich people all the meat - they get
the best. The peesant people get the bohes - for the same pri-
co. How ean these peor people liwe? It is spended so rmeh on
other peOple& end these people ecannot meke their living, It
is disgrace,

“Terrible handieap now, sir, e are trying to put the
best outside, we do not eat the vest we produce, Thieves take
whet 1s left in the fleld, The goat, the vig arevgone,”

"Then they want to buy things which &re bngispensable in
their 1ife or work, they must pay "balck market prices to
the shop-lzcepers for the goods which are scarce, PukxwhMmwxxxxxxx
izxxnmzxxknxtknxxxiaxmtxkhnizxawnxpxxﬂnnn;xxhn;xknxplx:xxuxuxxx
ey ax it ommeescPmeraxprnd And 17 they =mX¥¥xkkem make them
favour and sell something, they count 14 ocunces for a pound,”
"He wants to make a profit,”

‘ne of the troubles with marketing their produce 1s that
when they sell the bulk of their productiom the prices at
this time are usually the lowest, People loose a let because
they camnot store their produce and se2l at the best moment
when the priece is the highert,

4 or 5 years ago he experienced this with hise pimento,
The price was somothing above 60/, far a hundred 1b, People
were reluctant with the sale. Then the price went up. I+ went
fip 2/. & hundred ans some people sold their pimento at hmiw

He s
gg%gxggicgficg nggegohés/?imento and did not sell it even
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when the price reached 8¢/, He decided to risk further., Then
when he read in newspaper that the prise in Kingst is

.5 for ICOIbL he decided to sell all his pimento for 86/.

on the spote ”L caught the price in time, when L,5 wa= given

in Kingston, 1 jndged what it will cost me to Dbring my pi-

mento to Kingston snd in Kingston, 14 shilling it toock me

to get 1t toc Kingston. I got 86 . per 1001b. here 1in War-

sop and they ceme to 1y door to Teke 1t.” .

If Permers were orgenised into eooperatives, they could
sell better and buy cheaper. Unfortunately people are ”too foo-
1ish or toco ignorant”here. Some people will not like to have
cooperctives here, others do not kmow vhet cooperatives &are,
and "untll they fealize 1t, it will be no good.” "Cooperation
is wonderful thing.”

Extreme poverty. There ere still worses conditions of life in pimmssxx

Tax burdens.

Despuir and
expectations,

Murray ‘s home
1ife.
The father.

The neibour,

The farmer,

in some places in Versop than thes-which can be observed by
us here around, “There are places that poor people ere living,
They ere taking fma taxes from those peoples as frecholders, ”
But they herdly can be regarded as”freeholders”, “People
neked, starving, and Governwent is taking money from them.
Tax collector, who comes to them and srmizes the last shilling
from them, must be ”inhumen”,

All farmers share to &um some extent these conditions
of 1life. He himself eannot ”think of better home.” “Clrcum-
stances dont allow %o build,” KexThzxentyxthimpxhExEamEIXXXXX
The only things he can afford is “to pay taxes to avold trou-
ble, to pay Church dues for reesonable service, and to keep mye#
self decently”. :

Things ere getting worse and worse heres, "I dont kmow
whet country you eare from, but hmer nowhere can be worse than
here. Look at ocur people, look at ocur wvillage, "hat are our
people alike? Sunken to their heelth, Sunken to thelr hearts,
Sunken S0 their commmnity, Helf naked, half starved. Arm Ve
are British subjects. And as we are living under British Sub-
jects, should we mever be looked better after?”

His daughter 1s his only child, He is very satisfied with
her sEERYX progress, oShe is not showing off, but she is aim-
ming off.” He %x has no other succescor, but he will not leave
all his proverty to his only daughter. ”I cammot be selfish,
There are other people living with me.”

He 11ke to help people in hig ecapacities of the village
doctor, If even hE they are not eble to reapy him for his ser-
vices. 7Ve must spread heasrt for them, We must do the best what
we can do for them,”

He loves the snimals he has mm in his house or on his
farm and the animals know and love him, He keeps a parrot in
his house., ”And if I come on the evening, this bird calls me,
She ealls metUncle George, Uncle George,come, kiss Bretty.
Uncle George - they cull me Uncle George in the village. And
when I come, the goats bhleat, cow makes a motion and pigs run
after me., Rabbits - these know my footsteps. I pet them gently
as I pet the childe Its 2ll how you treat them, And 1 treat
them wekl. It is my prineciple in life: let your good be better,
and your better the best,”
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“When George Murrey was a young boy only Top Tarsop
and Bottom VWarsop were inhabited and cultivated, All this
section of Versop wgi?h extends along the New Road /from
A11sides RA to Tils was under forest, ”The whole of this
place wes wnder forest - mno houses rere”, lle saw at that
timexmmnxrpmeria "many men go to cut valueble tree to build
thatech-house, They pald et those times 12/.for 100 feet of
mehogeny board - now they pay L.5 per 100, They put fire
to thef forest to make room for their cultivatioms, "“ire
mede a lot of dsmepe to the forest,”

The old roed went through Alisieds / it was more or
less the same road which goes now from Allsides to Rexiixexm
Jarsop, but 1t turned dosm more or les= at Bartley’s place
and went keimwxithezwraxewk at a distance below the present
road, It struek the present road mmmexe where li-s Valcott
has her house between Tec and Bottom "'arsop. There was no
road throgh the New Road section - jrst a track, which ramn
slong Vaud Brisset”s house,

Population wa- scarce, ”'e havent got amy crowded
houses, here and there one, The first man was lr,Sinclair,
lrs,Brisset’s father - his house was gm just over the x=km
place om which the s=chool xtxx=xkex stands to-day. The ss-
cond in importamce femily wee Thomas lmrray, the grandfath-
er, and his succes=sors, They lived more or less at the
olace where Dris-ets shop is to-day and furhther dowm
toward Bottom Warsop, Viltshires were living where thev
live to-day, lelures - a little below, sdjoining to thékr
land, where Donald Edwards hns his house to-day, Shevars -
betveen Wiltshire and the Beptist School, Milfords’place
was vhere it is to-dey. Barnetts’family occupied place
vhere Mission House was built later om, Further westwards
on the hilleridge RBukkxz»®w there was the house amd land
of Rutty and his femily, lendezes were living where they

_ave found to-day /Mendez Town/. Creens also were living

on the same spot where they are found to-dayin their Green
Torme Green Town wes known at that time as the place oec-
cupied by Pather Green.- "very godd old gentleman”, Green
and Johnson/ who is remembered by Ceorge lurray from old
days/ Tiwed belonged to less iwportant families, The same
was the ease vith Robimsonsz, who were related to Rutty anmd
lived ia elose vileinity to his place,

"Population was not even ome cuerter as it is mow,
Afterwerds lot of strampers come ia,”
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There many @ ltivaters im Allsides at his youth. They
were coming from outside end setiling dowm in Allsides, X%
The placewas not howver so densely inhabited ac how. 'ihcy
kept many pilgs and goats and cow+ - enimels, It was verv
extengive,” The plece was not curtivated by the owmers,mmd
Only headmen end bushers db & little cultivetions there
end there as they live.” Tenant; paid rent as they p to=-
day, but rmech less, There were only huts in Allsides" .
Ground-huts: grass= and thatech,

Pexthe Carters? family living in Troy was mentionned |
by Ceorge Vurr=y as one of the 'arsop familie=, Thev lived |
in Troy property, below New Hope, The last “arsop property -
ves hovever Muirhead”s prsperty, named Springside er Spring
field, There was snotheyp “arter teoo, but this one cawe ixke
later, ®There were two arters, two Aiffererht Cartres! one
Blaelkz, ome Brown, The Blsck Carter came in later,”
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Then George Maurray wes a jo ung boy , they did mot

history in lar- ecultivete bananas in big ‘uentitics as 1t hxpaxmmd was later

SO0De

one, They nsually have *just a few roots” in their gardens,

"The scoil was young and fresh” et that time and "bunches

so heavy that they couldnt kecp up”.”At that time banapas
were very cheep: big bunch 1/,end 1/6d and 2/. st most.
They went into banenas only after the first world war,

"A 1ittle above 1920, 1921, to 1924, Lo 1986, everybody

was busy plemting benenss, Going right wup till 1950, And
£411l the wer began,” Up to 1926 this wa = period when memwmik
people started to develop bangna cultivetioms amd by 1926
the proce=z= was over: the distriet was changed into banana
ares, They profited from bananss kkm most from ab,1930 £111
the 2nd wer 14 way, i.,2. for about tem years,

Banana plantations were sponsored here, as everve-
where in the Island, through the United Frult Compeany,
"Ehrough the U-1ted Truit Company cultivation of banamas
was developped throigh the Izland, Cowpany was gilving pri-
zes - we pgenerally get extra-prigzes for extra-bunches of ba
nonase ror an ordinsry busch of 7 or 8 hands the price was
from 1 to 2 shillinm=, Over 9 and 10 and 12 hands there was
a speeizl prize for those bunches=,”

”In due time we heve plenty mf bemanas here, I per-
sonally could deliver ome-truck-load a week, Plenty bena-
nose People kept carts and rmules to carry their hananas
to shipping depots,

"Chief shipping port was Brlaclave, At previous years
there was re~harbour in Falwmcuth., During those years, when
they started to plant bananas, everyboly become very fussy
plenting bananas, Then different companles= come, they were
in M1l competition &t thet time, each cowmpany trying to
compete with euch other. At last the Gat Company came a 1i-
ttle later on, The war become to heawper the banana ships
ping, T111l the war begen the shipiring was not so bright as
before - the we begin to have losses, Then Gat stepped inm
to encodrace the producer, They used to buy bansnas, mximg
-paying 3/.per count, and give them beck to the producers
after having them marked as sold, "They used to chopp the
stems end give them back to the growers up here, They pay
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us 3/. per cout.,”

_ The final destruction was brought to bahanss bvy Lea-

ves Spot and P,D, in the first vesrs of wap., "Spof and 4i-
sease wmoads a big destructiom in bamena growing.” ,

To kepp critivations mow one ymust be verw ecareful. “All

depends on the care vou take, If the thresh 1= carried from

.one field to snother vou cem trmasfer the disesse, You

mst be verv careful with yourself even snd yeur tools,”
5t111 the disesse =preads easily, For Instance, by tren-
ches vhich lead water from ome fleld tc another and by

water, txxuashexthaxImiramt when it weshes the land from

the top to the bottoms of & hill, "And fowls golng through
the fieldo” :

Murrays farm now. How Goerge liurray plants &b,3 acres of cane, He plantﬂ

His farm ten
years &ago.

His farwm twenby
years ago,

also some yams, "I dont plant so mmech vams again, I planted
previvosly eb,1C00 yam hills, Different varieties, A little
cassava = I plant under yam buncks, They are so dear - vawns,
I cant afford it. I mimmk have about mmmxmersx 1/2 acre
banane, I have many bread-fruits, little coffe and little
coco-trees,” Bte, I never planted rmush ginger,

Ten years ago his farm looked different. He had 4-5
acres under bananas, Over 1000 to 2000 yem-hills, 4 acres
and more under came, Ginger - “not wore tham 1/8 acrs; ne-

. ver planted plemty of ginger”. Sweet potatoes, casrava,

pees, Besleds he had meanv Coeoa snd coffec free=s - "not
in patches, here and there through the property”; Some me=wm
oranges and grapefrults; pimento trses - "all over my hold-
ing they are™; plemnty mango-trees, jack-fruit, Sour-sap,
sveet-sap, Fnxiha

In the wean-time he sold 4 acres of his previous ferm-
land.”1 asre 7 vears ego, 3 scres since b si year”,”Nost
mengoes and some pimento were ober there”, Other fruit-trees
were on the land which he reteined: ”I sti1ll have those
for myslef; vhat I sold it was just ome bread-frmit,”

Twenty years ago the chief product was still in
this distriet gimger, lurrsy mever planted wuch ginger /“ne
ver more tham 1/2 aere/, so his farm com not miws be taken
as 2 typleal example,”At those times /twenty years ago
or mere/ thepriee/of gingar/'was net so bad, e got 9d.to
1/. for a poymd.,” I hawent got all those lands during
those years,” e aecuired ”sbout 10 ra or 12 scres since
that time,” It wes about twenty years ago that people in
"arsop went into bemamnes and Geobge Murrey himself started
his barmana cultivatiofs 2bout that tiwme,
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