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His bastard
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His childhood
in Varsop.

His marriage,

' His owm property.

I met "illiam Lymch moving aroumd the houses of
Daniel Gpiffiths amdhis soms: Cyril and Arpsftituxy Eric,
”lhose is thils house?” - I asked pointing to ome of the
houses, "This is mv master’s house” - wa= his ans-er,

I stopped for a couple of hours and he told me his
family history,.

William Lymeh was mot borm in Warsop, Hewas born
i Stl.Elizabeth, where his mother wa= borm amd stayed
2ll his life, His father was James Lymeh, whose house
in on the other side of the Baptist Church, He was a
bastard ehild., "My mother - St,Elizabeth is her home.
She never lived in Warsop since I come bige. I bora S=t,.
Elizabeth.”

S€ill as a child he was tramsferred to farsop and
brought up by his grandmother, Mary Lynch, the mother
of his illegitimate father, "Then I come here, I was a
small child, 4-5 years, I wes living at vy grend-mothers
home, Mary Iynech.” He spemt im his grend-wmother’s home
2ll his childhood,

He married some 17-18 years, lle was mot reguralry
married, but has beem attached to =2 2irl in the meighbour-
hood, daughter of Cyril/?/ Griffiths, He left her grand-
mother®s home and stayed fmxhm» with the family of his
woman, "I lived miflmx Im wy father’s home, before I wmo-
ved to mv ovm. I lived with mv father-in-law and with »y
brothersZ in-law, /ith the father of mv wife.

He got mothing from his parents. ”I am & bastard, Ja-
mes Lynch, wmy father, give me nothing, I get mothing frawm
orpeemix £rom nomne of »y pareats. Have nothing when I
started té live by my om,””Nothing at &ll from ¥y own
father.”

About 10 years ago he bought hovever a little over
1l streteh of land from his grend-mother, MxxesMary Lynch,
and buillt his own home, Ordinary gras--house., I this way
he managed to live om the same rEpErtyxahere family pla-
ce, vhere he spent his childhoof, and to have at the same
time & home of his owrn, He peid 14/, to his prandmother
for this land, It was "backland” amd this was the reasom
why the price was low, St11l1 he was expected to support
his prandmother,
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He married his wife regudarly
nine yesrs ago, 9 years simce we married,
I was strong, I was striving for myself.”

"ht thet time I was still mx with my gramd-mother.,
I did not renting eny land, I worked the land of wy grard-
mother, My wife was at wy father-in-law house, I marry
her before my grandmother die. I built wy house amd stayed
in my house, All the time I vislt my wifels home, and I
visit my grand-mother’s home just the same, My wife took
her washing to wash, I worked the lamd of wy grand-mother,
I was trying &m sy best to help her, At that time xk I was

strong,”
His grand-mother dled 7 years 2go0. But he got mo lamd
from her property. She omed whaeuk Yaroumd 5 acres land”, .

She
viously. All the pemxt r-
was taken by her "lawfull
the "bastard” grandsom.

got omly this ome stretech of lamd, which he bought pre
inder of his grandmother®s land
soms, Nothing was given to

There were several Lymches who were EHEXE related in
this or other way to Mery Lynch, his grandmother, and
were expected mke helrs of the family property. Omly so-
me of them gmkxzomReEXRRE imherited this landj others ggt
nothing. Altogether the lepd passed to "illiam Iymch'e
uncles, Only lawfull soms ipherited the land, Tnlewfull

grandsons got nothinge.

There are following Lynch fomilies living mow im

ch=-Toyn or in its vicinity
i There is first of all Jg.nnes Lynch, Williamfs Xbwxix®
fexiilv on the other

"pastard” father, He lives with his
side of the Baptist Church, He gets mo help from his fa-
ther and does not expect any. »Jomes Lymeh - he wealthy,
but he domt help me. He help lawfull, but not bastard,
Many & times I ask him to give we land - he never give.
Yot even promised to glve anything. He wont give we anmyth-
ing.” Why? ”Bad men,”

Johny Lvmch, who lives right in the middle of Lynch
Town ”is wy unmcle”, He is brother of James Lynch.
1ives im vicimity of Johmy Lymeh - “my umele”.
Alsc "brother of James Lyneh”, he 1s "verr poor, poor-
poor”. “He live family land, has mmkhk no owm lamd, they
dont share the family lamd”. /The lemd is sharsd by the
suces=ors to old patermal propertr, but not subdivided,/

Remerd Lymeh - his house is at the bottom of the
hill, on which Stephen Thite’s house is situated., "Te
are two first cousins; but he is wealthv, him go to Awe -
rica, stey in America now, ¥ His house does mct stay em-
ty mow: ”a little old ledy living here, mame Cee /ValaCee/,
I dont kmow the right name, she domt married”.

& Remard Lyneh is illegitimate som of Stephem Thite.
»Henard Lyneh’s father was Stephen White, Mis mother was
Mgrgaret Dwyer. She was U rpgeret Lyneh, but she mardied
a guy nane Dwyer., Him father /Renard's7 is a very rich
men and him help him, He sené momey to his father and his
father buy langs for him,”
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Stenlev lynch 1is another 111&5!.‘5!:@% son of James
Iynch, “Him my brother. Ve two bastard sw.ﬂg‘&b ,
vent mother, mot the same, but elso umlawfull, His
ion is however much better, “He was takem by old good
dy, Urs."hite. The old lady died amd left him lamds. She
was no relstiom to Stephem White? Amd mo relation te lrs,
White who lives om the top of the hill eastwards from the
Mission House, She left him “good amount of land, He is
sbout to leave to live im Mount Happy . He sold his lamd
near the parochial road to Mount Hapry to Augustus Napiler
from Allsides and imtemds to move to Cockburm. "He has
some land in Cockburm, plemty of lamd., He got it from the
old lady.” up

The old lady “took him se & child,” Che took also
a girl who was from St,Elizebeth and brought two of them,
Stenley smd the girl, as her adopted ehildrem, She left
the lapd to Stemlev a2nd added the girl to it, The girl
is ”shckly”. There is amcther girl living im Ctanley’s
house: "two of them stsy im home”, The other /”Mummy”?/
1= Stanley’s wife, “They domt marrv yet, but thev live

_ tohether”,

Then his grsmdmother died, "her soms took all the
lend”,. ”Before she die, she promise to give me, I was
looking for something, but her soms took everythinmg:
Joseph, John, Fred, Roebrt . Them took the lamg, themn
took elle-all, Arou~d about 5 acres mf land, Omly ome
streteh me,” He could mot preveat this, "I could do mo-
thing; For me is the grandehild, samd them is lawfull
SO0NS

Jomes Lynmeh did mot perticipate fully im the successiow

”Jomes mever got amything, for him - he leave and go alome
by himself”, After a while, William admitted that Lymch
got a plece of lamd from his mother’s successiomn. “He

got a pilece of lemd at_ the bottom of the hill and sell it
to a stranger, Remard Lymch bougrt it from James, He is
an uncle to him, he call James Lynch uncke,”But, as flar
2= T could understand, all the familylamd reawinmed still
undivided - all the succes=or= use it and share in cowwon,
but ther Aid mut cut it into separate poss=es-ioms, Omly
Jemes Lynch is excluded from this collective family ovher-
ship.

Except

Bexidnx Iix one stretch om lemd inder his house
#illiem Iymeh is landles=, He reats omnlv 1/2 acre £rx
of lend inm Crown Land, from lliss Fan, HIe pays her 10/.

yearly,

e nlants some yams amd cas=ava om thls spot, Last
year he phamimdxsomex¥& had some 70 yam-hillsj this vesr
1 buy angd tr¥ to put 100 hills.” He has ”couple of roots
of bomama” at his house and ”a couple of root of came”,
This 1= 21l his cultivation,

How he does make hls livingtsmxihix "Sometime I go
around and work for a better mamn and get 2/ e, and some-
time cant earn at all.” Hxxmifmxwerk "My wife work for
nobody.” Brothers-in-law? “They domt help me.” Father-
in-law? "Him Gont help me.”
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“What was he doimz last week? Workimg for somebodr?

"Np, working for mobody - the same place, v owm prouises,”

To-day/Monday/? There was “mothing to-de,” To-morroe®
"liy ovm little gardeming.” Tedmesday? "Just the same, same

position.” .
In fact, he eant work mow, He 1is 411 for about S5

years, ”I loosed my health, I cant do nothing for myself,
I am sickly.” That & trouble with him? "Sickmess - in my

‘hesd.” ?T was working snd got a f211 im Cockburm,” He hurt

his head amd back, went to & doctor, but the hospitals
were overcrowded a2t thet time, he could not get the ad-
mission, Doctor gave him some medicine and told him that
his nmerves ape overstrainmed from work, This happemed 5
years sgo, “To-dsy I am dowm,”

He is mot able evem to worlk his owm land, “All the
good people help me 211 xem srou d.” Now he got also some

some dreadfull psin in wmv stomee”.

Hie family comsists of 6 perroms: bhimself, his wife
and four children, ®e His oldest girl, 1€ years old, does
not stay with him. ”him i= not in Varsop; im Mundeville,
working - dowestics.,” ”3 months since she left}. Hmxex
A week ago he got Xaxk letter from her, She works st111
in Mandeville as servant, She did not stay previouslr
in Versop with the familyj was in St,Ellizabeth with her
crandmother and his mother,

Icent Lymch is his amother daughter. “he also is
described as “the olde=t”, She is 17 yesrs old and goes
to the school, His som, 4Alva Lymech, is omyl 14 years old.
He also goes to the school,

~ The youngest child is & boy € years old, His neme
is Senneth,

#illiam Iymch was very vague about how do they wana-
ge to meke their living. He does met work, his wife does
not worlk, his childrem do mot work, They remt 1/2 acre
of rented land amd ome stretch of their owm under the
house, His father-in-lsw does not help him, neither
his brother-in-law, But he wa- foumnd wandering about his
family-in-law place emnd described this place as “his
master’s house”,

Williawm Lynch dee= not belomg to smy church, His
mother was Amglicam, hils patermal family are all Bep-
tists, He is 1lliterate, He went to the Baptist school
u' en he was a hoy, not only om Sundavs, but lsarmed
nothing, ”I go by week, but I mever took am educationm.”
His children go mot to the schoeol, but they do 1t irregu-
larly. "One week they go, another week they stay home,

T ke up little water, doing something im the gardem.”

I asked him about S.D.Adventists im hi= towm, He wa=
very ruch impresced with Adventists services here, Pgreat
mlticute” coming to the service in the local meeting
house on Saturedgps. "A great multicute of them last
Saturdey.””Sometime epound fifty.” "CGreat smlticute.”

The meeting houes is not however belongings te the Adven-
tists, This is the meeting house of the converted people.



