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Larmond Margaret Head F,W, 72.2.2, Laourer O0dd jobs

Russell Adina Dau, F,S, 40 Retl red,

Mrs, Larmond lives in a tiny house on il the New
Road, She was born in Santa Cruz, She used ® work with
"Pure white people", "Ministers, gentlefolk," She used
to nurse white babies and "The Missis said only good mor-
ning, and good evening, " She married a man from Warsop
and ceme here to live, He bought an acre of land, The house
was broken by the hurricane and she lives now in the small
house which used to be her son's work-shop, She had many
children but most of them are dead, "Thanks God they died
as Christians"She is Wesleyan but cant go to Church- she
is too old, "But I live Christian, I couldnt harm even a

lizard, it would be agreat sin," Shether ya sre poor or
have the house fool of money - she said - you have to
stand before God like a child, She talked with conviciion
and strenght, "Do .you think I am an old fool" she asked
in the middle of asermon-like speech, :

Her son lives in Rock GeeisusyxBavizxa Spring, He is
a shoemeker, She rents most of her land, A little round
hep house is cultivated by her grandson "My little grandson
he is a big man" He comes from time to time from Rock
Spring, There are young bananasand yams, She lives with
her little greatgrand son Cheval, It is a child of aout
5 ycears of age, Neatly dressed, suiling unususlly unre-
pressed, "He keeps me company, all he can do is to ta k to
me" This is the child of her son's dsughter's, The last
lives wi th her husband in Christiana - the little boy daid, .
Her husband died long ago and was burried imxmmwshtx near
his sisters house, lirs, Larmond doesnt remember her sister
in law name,

b

A tree for each child,

Near the house there ere 3 palm-trees, "There was one for
each child, Two of them diecd, =0 the trees are for me,"
The mango tree was planted by her son, In the garden there
is a stick on which hangs a bottle with ame liquid in it,
"It is to keep childrem from stealing in thepgarden" Inside
there is "Just a little water".

The land is for her son "It is his"™ "I live here just to
keep company to the land,"
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"Jesus only Xnow how I live® said Mrs, Larmond, and I don't
think anybody else could decipher her budget,

Pogsesions: She has under an acre of land, This 1is rented by her son

who is a shoe-moker in Rock Spring, In her house- thetiniest I have

8een 1s a table and a bed, There is no room for a chalr, Under
the table there is & wooden box wl th her possessions, She has a
sunday dress end hat and some rags she wears for every-day. The
little greatgrand son (she says he is 3) has one sult -m ite res-
ectable = which he wears continually, The wattle kitchen imsnx

8 supported by two boards, It has big holes in roof and walls,
There 18 one black pot, an empty barrel ani water is kept in a
tin, The little pan in which the child brings water from spring
leaks,

Mrs, Larmond says she is 91 (77 by census) and she constantly
specks of her young years, it is difficult to keep her to the
present tople, She use to work at Bethleem 8chool, "There were
pupils = big women, I carry for them mangoes, For 50 I carry 50
mangoes, one for each, They give me food and jam,~ more than I
could eat. Now I am alone: no mother, no father, no sister 10
brother I am an orphan®, (She has a'son and a lot of grand and
greatgrand children, )
lend, Taxes for her land are paid by the son, "Taxes - my son
has to worry for them, me poor, me have nothing”, Occasionally
her son or great son come from Rock Spring end cultivate the land
Last March the son planted a few bananas, the great s0n planted
Some yoms, She planted behind the house a little patch of cane,
"To suck when there is rothing to eat", The 1little greatgrand son
Planted a dozen of peas and a few escallions, There are two op
three coffee trees, two mangoes, a few citruses and 3 cocomut
palms, She showed me a letter from the "ybllie Works Department
requesting her to0 cut one of the coco-nmut palm becouse"it is
likely to impede the traffic", She is very worried about it,

"It 1s a rood-size tree, my son planted 1% bhefore the war", Some-

-body advised her to write to Falmouth, She askea somebody who wag

passing on the road femxx golng to Roek Spring to tell her san
to come and see the letter,

- - "Income" To-day Mrs, Larmmond sold a few coco-nuts fram the iree

which will be cut, One boy climbed and took 2 nuts, He yromisead
to bring for it 3 a, Another boy got 2 mits, He brought for 1t
a few stieks for fire, *easterday she gave 2 mats to a neighbour,
who gave her in exchange a little piece of bread, That was for
breakfast for the little buy ana herself, lihen there are mangoes
she sellsxmmxx or exchanges the fruits in the same way, Also oran—
ges which are ripening now, Her gon does not help her regularly
He give a little when he have", She gets little presents and
help from neighbours, I saw some |gar in the kitehen and asked
her wvhere she pot it. 8Ee went to see a neighbour yeasterday who
has just boiled same sugar. "Miss Mag he say have this little
Sugar, and he give me a little plece, It was for tea", lost of
the day she sits in front of her house near the road, Everybody
grects her and she greets everybody"Good morning my son" Good mope
ning my daughter", A few weeks g0 when I was at Ignatius Dixon's
(1t was a Sunaday evening) she came theme clad in her good dress
and with her litile boy. She came in front of the house and asked
Dixon for his daughter, “e told her to g0 end see at the back of
the house, "I don"t like to £0 by the back" e said and walked
through the hall,
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The adopted at-grand gon, "My son has four so he give me that
one to kc:eggscoumanﬁ. He couldn't walk when they brought him", '
The child is certeinly exceptional, P _ssibly it is the result of
the loving care and "Montessori methol" the grand-mother is une
consiously usi in bringing him up, He is not shy at all, cheer=-
ful and happy.nﬁe asked me my name and repeated it, He asked me
for my green eyeglasses and amused himself louking through them,
He pointed to my bag end wanted to know what is inside, Examined
carefullythe contadgnts.But he does not do 1t in a personal-curio-
sity manner, You can see he is interested "in the problem in gence
ral”, “hile I was talking with Mrs, Larmmond he took the fire
sticks which were brought by the boy and carried them to the -
kitchen, He went with a little lesking pen to the spring and brought
water, All this without being told to rdo so, Whem I went to the
kitchen he showed the tin which he has filled this morning with
water, In the yard I noticed a tiny little table made of sticks,
The grand-mother explained that he made it to amuse himself,
She explained that she does not let him zo to other people's
yards becouse they curse, "My children don't go to peoples yard,
I won't have cursing”, Therc was also a plece of metal hanging
on a string from a branch, This was a bell 1little Cheval made, He
brought an old machete and struck it, It produced a nice sound,
He was very happy and let me stricke his bell, He planted some ,
peas and escallion which he waters himself, The grané-mother showd
me an old cover from corn flakes, She explained that on this she !
teaches Cheval to spell, "When he spells "Flakes" I try the Ro- ;
yal Reader", The child looks healthy and is not thin at all, |
"You ugl; black boy" said the grand-mother when I was praising him,

"No" said the chila iling."uf son cares for Cheval's clothes",
Meals, I could not get from Mprs, L, what she ate yeasterday and what

she is poing to eat to-day, As I saw smoke from the kitchen I

managed to look in the black pot which was on fire, There was some

tree-bark boiling, I asked her what it was for, It was mahoganny

bark vhich she was boiling to hsve a dye for the house-floor,"I

can't bear a floor dirty" she said, "Shake " (®tanford Carter the

butcher-boy) was passing wlth his tray of meat on the head, #hs

%e stopped there for a while, Mrs,L, asked him for 34 worth of

meat, She said the boy who took 2 coco-nuts will bring her 34, r

But Shake would not sel® such a smell smount of meat., He 01d 1 1b

to a man vho was passing and wrapped it in cane-lecaves which he

took from lirs, L, cane, Shake also took onc of hep coco=-nute,

8plit it vi th his machete and drunk the milk, Mrs, L, must have

approved of this behaviour because she did not canment on it,When

he went she only corplained that he would not sell a small quane

tity of meat, end she can't afford more, When nsked how she mana-

(Sree for her meals she said she believed in Cod end he helps her,

he does not buy milk, She used to buy in the shop, but now it is

long ago since she could afford it, And the floun in the shop ia

not good, "I was vdth white people, I was used only to the best,

I can't eat this flour, it is no good, "

Mrs,L, had two sons but one died, "Before he died he sa

csiggsgralgg rlgzr‘tg you, Nothirf{g :':a;l1 harm you if you do theagéigdafvlgl;'%?g

Wo oranges from her tree,"I

wouldn't give it to anybody but to Miss Eg gtl)grtgu;ai"c?ahgzvg.l

came I gave her right at the beginning a present - half asouna of

fat- and she did not beg during the whole visit as on previous oc-

casions) I gave a few pennies to the child, He handed 1t to her



Additional information
Russell Adina ( who
outside daughter, "S
use to baeck bammi

Meaxx Misz Eda laso says that Mprs,L, gets
nee from her son who used to have a business smd is a
he gets help allright but she wouldn't tell you™,
3 to Methodist church but never comes now, .
I believe the support from her son must be more than she sgy s,

(Miss Eda)

figures on the census) was Mps L
he had it for a white man", |
of and they took her to the lunatic ¢

The child couldn't look so fat on the erratic food she tells she o
As giving him, "She is a schemer" says Miss Eda, '




