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I didn ot ask the

ther s name but
Imogene's maiden
name was Bennett,

-

. , B =
HeadyMe11,39, Farmer, Nixed Farm,  ~
e Wife,Fo 1135, 7, 7, Homemakers = .«
Sydne: Son, MeSele : :

W&Bl‘” Son. M.S;IQ.

Inecille Dau, F,S, &8,

Elfreda Dau, F.S, 6,

Selvyn Son, MeS. 5e

Granville Son MeS, 2

Dolphin Son, .S, 3/12,

Been lrs Ilnogene Gray and the three yourgesh chiidren,

There have been two more children sinee the Censuss B
Basril, who is now aged 3 and Ambrosc 1 year, I saw “asril,
Dophir and Granville -- all more or less od the same size,
Very dirty, but in falr clothes, “asril was relieving nature
on the path before the house when I eame down and was hastily

hustled away, The three hung avont while I talked with the

mother, sorewhat less lively than most of ‘he +arsop children i
are as a rulee They had Hhe usual bad colds and running at the
nose, : , .
Mrs Gray says she was marrled in 1532, She had had four

babies dead before she mnxmxmxxrkmty had Sydney who is now

18, Her ape in the Census wonld be 40, Put she does nobt look
within five yvears of that, inspite of having had mimes 13 .
children of whom 9 are living and the youngest a year so she

1s 8till good for wmore, She is still mensbtruating, She says

she was abont 15 when she had her first® baby she thinks, They
were all by her husband, ZhdeRaihnbwerfhadranmyselikivnnidbn -
byuhtag excopt the Tlrst Gita “snnettfwho died, In spite of

findines it almost 1mpossible to "do" with them -- i,e, to

feed and clothe bthem and send them Lo sehool she volunteered
that sie was "contented and happy" "The times was rough and
you eant buy clothes,” But life was still worth living and she
is a roind, slight cheerful smiling friendly person and neat’
in her sppearance, She was much cleaner than her children,

Family History: Her narents were Alexander Bennett and Eva
{nes Carter) ‘they were married, The mother died when she
was a baby, ler Tather cams from Santa Cruz, They had 4

children

Curtls bemett, who now lives alb “cwhope, Warsop
Sottomg

Vabel “ennett, marrled 5Slake who lives in Catadupa
in 3%t Jawes and has 5 children all of whom are
"oig and lef her"3; and from whom she heard
six months agn; and

Ethel “ennett, who is In XKingston and fror whom she
as not heard for a long Liie; and

Herself,

Her Grandparents: Her mother's Parents : She remembers her
“gther's “ather: his name was “ames “Yarter and he
lived in “arsor and had a long beard, lle was a
bhlaek~blacic man (I asked if he were whibte because
i1t is unusual to see a black man with a long beard)
She liked him, She does not kewmswber her grandmother
name only that she was made to call her "Nana", She
died wren she was small,

Yather's Parents: Dont remember either
hi» or his name, le was drad long time fro- she was
a babye.. She knew her Father's mother, she lived
in the home and they ealled hoer "Nimiﬁ but she does
not know her name, or rememher what she was llke,
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T _ Case “story L05. Papge 2e
Tmaband's Famil His mothsr was Margaret Cray and hils
Tather Arthur Cray but she cant tell about hls RmmXiyx
v : relations, '

House snd Land: The houss and land whieh 1s about 1 siretd
elongs to ray, He bought it but she does not remember
_ when etee They were living with treir reppective parents
~1,e, she in her home he in his, until he boupght this and
thew built a little grass hut and se® un here till they
were married, +he nresenr honse 1s a vervy nive wooden home
which will be described laters
Our econversatisn took place 1in the kitehen, She said she
was ironing and 1 suggested that she go while I talk bu®
urlike Nps Williams she was rot able fo talk and work and
she leanel p against the table while she talked, '
The “iteren is the usual grass mt with open fireplace
in this case on the left on the door slde, On the right
was + barrel in which she kept water, Ihis 1s the first
kitehen in which I have seen +this useful nractice,
flatsr surnly: Theyngel thelr water supnly from the
spring at Dartus Prissett s Teiling honse, The barrell holds
about 6 panse
lMeals: tea about &,
Lunch at 12,
- Supper at 4.
Foode Weekly Pfudget from shop:

- Tt was stressed in regard fo nractically evar y iten tShat
1t was not always posaible ho buy what was given all the
+3we as sowetimes 1t was not possible to get the article in
the shops nr the "money did not reteh", That 1is gliven
therafors scems to be mora thelr idea of vhab they need
1t zhou’d also be understood that the products of thelir gre
ounds is used whenasve; it is available: =
Mshs 1 1b on Satirdays -- "in the weel yoi has to go baeck
) {for more) ond you sometimes get a 3d (worth).
leat: ghout 4 1lbs & wack buying on 5 days.

. this wement a nelphTour shonted to her xerosExbrexasiievxirom the hottom of the
mllev and she excused hersel® and went out to rear betber what was said, She
ealled back: "Ves, my dear" end then, to ranville, "Telt de pan and go domn, "
She handed the small bov a water pan anc explained that the ﬁQiTVTOWf wanted

to borrow tle pan, OCranville went off, Thers is never that 1 have seen any re

luetance on the part of the children to running these sowt of errands,
Viiks TEverv nornirs & phbe Put fbmzmed REFRX ocecasionally

£ 1

also buyse condensed mill,

Soah: L par for 6d or a 6d cake (Cvires). Put cant get it no

Flour: 1 1b 4¢Ihesc three are bourht when the

Cornweal: 2 1bs gronnd provisions are rurning out

Eices % lbs, :

Dil: for cooking, & to 1 pint,

Rerosene:l qb 4d,

fatches: a box a week,

Sugar: "hen none of we ovn then buy, For the last two months
ecant mel & pan, We buy a Band e week for 1/6 which
1s 6 heads, It is 1/6 frow de shop but 1/= if you
buy it at the Boiling house,

Bubter:1ld or 1id,

s ed why they did not grown kalalu i+ their pgardens she

gaid 1t did not do well -- the place too cold for 1%, 1%

want a hot elimate, -

—y
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.Lige 's wardrobe:

;iceable/

e ey
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Clothes:

rs Gray was emphatic about the strain of getting clothes

and said when I brooched the subject "That cant talk about"
I explained that if she would tell me frankly i1t would help
as I conld only guess otherwise and I might so easily be w
wrong and she decided she could give detalls which were
obviously not easily given, Their deliecacy at this point 1is
quite noticeable : nothing hurts more than this 1na bility
to "dress nice," I felt that she was showing great covrage
and confidence in us and our work (whieh had been fully
exp alred to her at the begin ing of our talk) in speaking
so frankly about her wardrobe, She did not find it half so
embarrassing to tallk shont food, ]

The last dress she had bought was 3 years ago, It was
"a eormon little thing", the materlal was 3/- a yard,

She hed given it ont t make for 2/6, It was zazgax to
got out in, She d1d nnt po to Church, (She sald thils
regretfully)l was “hure! of England whe . could go but as
t'ing ie bad I cant goe, I asked her if she would "go out"
in the dress she had one which was neat, patched but tidy
ard something that I won d have thought she could go anywher
in this villege in == certalnly s great deal bethte, than
many a workirpelass wife of the slum areas 1In England wears
allthe tire, “he said, ®x sheo would never pgo ont to the
shop 1like that, She had to be decent when she went o the
Bhope It wecs & clean print froek, She sald she had this
"working one” and " a next one",

Underclothing: She had £ sets: chemise, sllp and drawers
She makes tler herself, She weare no merino nor flannel,
Shoes: She hag 2 pairs, Une worling one, which she was
wedring, which she bought in June last yedr, She had 1t

made by the shoemalksr, Mr hose, here, "I find him the
canvas and he charge 11/5 to make 16"

The best ones she-bought three years apo for 15/5 at Alb=
ert Town"at Mistcr Zaecea a Syrian woman,' (Thidsinter-
chargeable u=» of personal pronomns is very hmkkeesbing /
all -through Jaraica),

I rs Gray gives out the "best" e¢ lothes to be made but
makes the worlzing ones herself,

Childrcnfs Clothess
Eovs!:_dhamhvay s 2/% ver yd, It tales 17 yds to make the
batieas'! ones, 3he makes the babies herslef and gives
out the ones for the bigger children to the scamp=
stress, !"ias Maggle Jennedy. I pay her 2/« to make
2 suits end find the thread, Selvyn's sult was
. 94 to malze,
Girls: The 2 1little girls at school =- have to buy 4/= yd
print o o to =chool and it cosis 2/~ for making
a dresses, 1t costs "2/w a yd for the echambray
_for dresses to drudpge a yard" (to wear at howe),
"Cant pet nuttin cheaper dan dat that will tek
washing, "
en's, Pants i3 4/- ner yard, ‘he rsedyv-made shirts 1s the
cheapaat, The raw cleoth 13 ton dear, It is 6/=

ready mad

.o I asked whether shs ever went away, She sald "only one week to my sister
itadupa (St Jareg) and that was 3 years ago, She wa: bora in Warsop and went to

y school, She left “n i
i sister, S'e has heen
w 1itt)e girl "eut =

sr been to Falmounth,

to Ulster Sprl g, to Albert Towng to Balaclava maricet,

the 4th elasse As a chilld she pnld a visit to “ingston
tonsil at lster Spring (1.e, at the Hospisal there),
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Best fime for contacting her husband: This was Friday
morni g, Tomorrow he will be golng fto his ground -- fur
away =- "to stick it" (put in yam sticks), On Allsides,
It would be best to see him on Sunday, You see,(gmiling)
on Sunday him 1s able to rest and him will talk,

At the end she asked me for "a bread", I said I had
no roney to give but I would bring a bread when I came
on Sunday for the children,

18th ey 1947.
Sundey 9.a.m.

C.C.

doctor who comes to
wersop (D.m,0.)

»

Lsk,LLvaxtﬁ{

Went by appointment .te see Mr Gray. He was with his wife
in the house. chew &s on tne verandah c.mbin Tucillets
hair end Billing the nits between her fingernails. The
air vas being done in the five plaits with the front lck
hanging down on the- forehead. =

Mr Gray was suffering from bad toothache and occz=ion-
&lly groened when it biit him. He has four of the back
teeth worn down to the gum line. The dent_st in M ster
spring will charge 4/- and 6/- a tooth to tasken themw out
end he cant afford it. The dsmibdrpxfhere would do it fop
3/- but him dont do it &ll the time.

House and Tand, : _
(a) House 1s & good well built wooden structure with &
verandzh in front, sitting ruvom and two bedrooms. Tt is
of native wood right through except for the in:zide
boards, the inside sills & of imported lumber,

There is 1 square round the house. The land was
bought in ppril 1937 from wilhelmina Doyle (to get the
exact date the Receipt from Mrs noyle wes produced which
confirmed the size buf the price e4. we ‘iven on the
receipt wiereas before its Production wr grey hed scid
it wzs rebout £3.). There was a grass hut on ‘the site
when he bought it.

He started building the house in 1936 znd fini-hed
it in 1941. He got e most of the lumber off the lend
he then hsd in the Cockpit from Covernment (zee (b) belw
He cut this Limself and brought it out. He cut sbout
400ft Boerds (Breadleaf, Bullet wood and chedbark) znd
1800 shingles (Santa Meriz).

He employed & Carpenter to do the bui ding. He wes
& tradesman. Fe paid him little little 25 he had the
money -- £8.10 in @ll.He mede about six pcyments.

He bought imported lumber -- 500ft Boazrdswhichthen
sold for 14/- per 100, He used Lhis for clincer boards
on the inside walls.He has to _e&y 2/6 per 100ft to hsul
this lumber from wingston. He bought 60lbs nzils » 2id
per 1lb. The glads for the sash windows cost 23d per
light and there were 48 liguts (pemes).

When the building wes going on he pa d 6/- for

rum for refresiments to the builders and gave them :
mesl. He did not pey extra for the dressing of the
lumber -- that wes included in the Carpenter's bill.

To buy the Boards &nd shingles now would cost much

more. If he had had to pay for the hardwood he took of f

the property, it would have cost, in 1941 14/- to 15/-

for the Poerds end 25/- per 1000 for the shineles.. Now
the Boards would cost 50/- per 100 &nd the shingles r5
pL'I' 1000.

¥
ol
i
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Before the house was finished in 1941 Grey lived in his
mother's house njust before Miss Heighingtontsm. .Fis
mother's name was Mergaret Gray. (At his mothert's deeth
the house passed to his sister Vashtl FPinds &and she
rents it to ¥r vendez, the teilor, » 4/- per month.
There was some lumber in Mr Gray's yard and some shingle
neatly stacked snd covered with thatch. He told me he
had got it outfor this sister who wants to build & prope
house on this land. He saw her in Dueanveale where she
lives week betore last. che 1s not yet ready to build).
Before they moved into the new house his wife lived
in her fzthert's home.
Marriege. They were married inm 1932. At the Raptist ch.

¥r Grey's father was born in Tlster cSpring but he does °
not know enything of his fawily. There is no one thet he
goes to see in VWersop. His mother Mertha nArey ’‘nee Fick-
etts wa: born in Wsrsop. They had six children -- 6 boys
eand 6 girls. rll these are scattered: some in Pzneme,
some in vingston. Only he remeins &t Varsop. 'nd one
sister, Fnsimeta, who died years ago when che was 18.yrs
The parents are both buried in the little lend opposite’
Miss Fda's wiere the tailor rents. /rthur Grey died on
the 1st June 1938 and Mertha his wife on the 11th /pril
1944. - -

Arthur gray. Married Ricketts Martha
]
)
U

el Veshti Relthazer 7arabel r1,etham Fnsimetea - John.
“Teon) (Dew) (eon) (Deu.) (SonYy (MeuY.
nlama M.ceaforth gingston Pznema. ¥ingston died in cubject
s Hinds. in 1934 Married Wersop of in-
in Duanvzle aeged 25. there aged 18. : terview.

ime, 1 ehild govt. tccount.

Married

8 child;

aese brothers end sisters were &1l from the szme ¥. end W. &nd &ll born Wers
They &re not set down eccording to :ge.

Lend round House; The house is built on & very steep =lo
slope nesr the roaud (New Road, left hend =ide) and the
square is not ufed for much cultivation. There ere 2
Pear treesj; he h&s Jmxk planted recently 2 grepefruit;
there is &« 1little czne and some Daendelion bushes for
bush tec. sdjscent is williesm Rrissett's cultiveation.

.(b)1 scre bought rend at Durhan Mountein,

This he bought 1935 from prthur Grey his fether for cj4.
It was part of & property of 10 ecres bought by his
LortheEnise® sRES 50 rdh METF1RPEER \RERR o E. "L S ¢
was for the price the land go for in those deys -- 40/-
an acre. g :

Before his father died in 1938 he had sold =11 of it
except this acre he kmfixhim John bought ..

1 scre ;83goseph white (living on 11sides) for o5 in
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2 scres to Fustace Robinson, living on nurhzmj

2% scres to vetursh rowell living at Retreat;
acre to Jemes Mchonald;

5 acre to pugustus Cross.

Roth Menonzld snd Cross are dead end rthe land falls to
their housekeepers, Julisn MeDonald end Glzdys Foster
respectively. : .

211 these sales were made in 1935 st the szme time and
the lsnd was all sold at the rate of g5 per &acre.

Crops growng ,
200/ I gcre In Vems (i,e. 23 stretches) 800 hills. Tt is pl:n
ted eiry". In between the hills he will plent gungo
pees &nd potetoes.
Testbyeer he only planted 150 hills. They cte ¢ lot
of these yams znd sold the balance for ¢4 (yellow
yems which fetched 18/- per cwt.)
vem heads:We seve all the yem heads —- not only the be 4
ones. T. ensble him to increese the number of -hills
this year he has hzd to buy 2 cwt » 16/- per cwt.
(N.B.If this means thet he saved 400 hezd from 1l: &
yedr indnthey save &ll their heeds, it would be ¢
possible clue to the emount consumed in the home).

Lebour or Help from Neighbours:

Tont afford to hire. ""hat we does is to get neigh
bours to help. We work hend to hend. Help them tnd
they help us.”
Two neighbours, John williems fsee C.H. 99) &nd
villism Brissett (who soon after this joined us)
whose cultivation adjoins the house site) helped
him with his two elder sons —- cSydney znd Wesley.
, cesonzl Planting:

lned from this stege Dy ¥F¥ plenting seacson for Yems Februery to, Merch. Tor

» william Rrissett. food supply duriig this plenting period they pl:nt
last September potatoes which are resped in Werch.
T.ast yesr he had about & % acre plented "through"
i.e. through the yam cultivation. rfter ecting ell
they need he expects to get sbout 40/- for the
part of the crop he sells. He estimates this &s
300 1lbs to 500 lbs and he will get 8/6 per 100.
on =ccount of the drought ez.lier in the yeer it
Was & poor Crop.
The peas they will e&et.

(c) 4 zcre rented on :llsides: (on the southern pert of
the property. It is about 1 mile from here. Fe be-
gan to rent it in 1932. It was bere lena then. Tt
is on @& steep slope.

crops: 11 squares in sugar. He grinds &t Mr Boy Rsiley's
mill (He is the husbend of Mrs wellece, them czll

C; 2 him Doy them dont know his right ncme),

TR, ) The sugar boiler or the owner of the mill is
celled nthe contrivance men" and the mill itself
vthe contrivancen, Bailey's Mill is on tfllsides
but he lives on New Road. .

In =ddition to the 1/4 for the dreught end the 1/-
for the use of the copper he charges 3d per barrel
for the dropper. If you have your own psns you XBn




1.ast yr.
got 4 Rer-
rels eocual
4 tins

ztoes.

g

- [
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would not have to pey this. But "who hes own pzne wont lend
it for nothing.m proppers (pans) cost 6/- per dozen &nd they
dont last much more than & year.

These Cenes were planted by him whe. he first rented tihe lend
in 1932. cince then he hus only -u;plied roots &s necessery.

potatoes for the rest of the land, with between the xmws benk:
péas. The pease were plented in Merch but ere poor through the

drought. They are dry now (for picking). He will plent pe:is

agein in July -- June is not a good month rthe seventh star
is vert hot in Junen, rsked to explain this expression they
did not know what the 7th star meant. i

_He will be . lanting cabbages in June. Only about 25 roots
to eest "as we cant get fishr. He will again plant ccbbeges in
rugust. Just 1little little.

Tivestock: Has & pig which he keeps st the house and & goet
whicn is on the other bought land.
pig:bought lest year Jume in varsop for 20/- Ralsing it

to sell to butcher. It is usuesl for them to buy at 9d
per 1b znd sell &t. 1/-.

Gost: Bought lest year fugust for 14/- No kids yet but he s
een put out. Will try t raise the kifids &nd will use
the milk.,

Bees: The only man wio kKeeps Bees in Wersop 1s Mr Brown in
"ilson Vslley. Honey <ells at 9d per pint. ’nyone cen tell you
who is the ™r Brown who keeps Bees.

Clothes: rt the end of the interview Mr Gray zcsked 1f T wes not
going to ask him sbout ®X vde reimentn, He stid he had two
suits and two sets of underclothimg -- gxmix drewers ‘here Yr
Brissett corrected him &nd said munder pentsm") and merinos. (T
noticec thet under his shirt he wore & pyJame jJacket).

He lest bought & suit in necember. He buys one suit ¢ year whia
then becowmes his best and the previous best one his vorking.

He hes only 1 pr boots. He bought ituin December lzst year for
22/- &t plbert Town. He hes no other.

P

. T noticed while ve were Laliking on thke «crzndeh thal the »
is

& bed in the sitting rcom.

frey wearing a mWhite cotton shirt, clezen but much stained;
khaki trousers much pztrthed znd bzre feet. "he in = clesn
working dress much patched.




