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Ly Household 21,

Wiltshire George Head M.M, 60, Farmer Mixed Farm
- Emeline Wife - F.M, 45.2.,2, Homemaker
» Hubert Son M.S. 14. Student
Chung Roslyn S/Dau F.M, 31.1l.1. None
» ~ Iemota | G/Dau F.S. 2.

Wiltshire CGeorge is of an English parentage, His parents came
from England and settled down in Warsop., They came as small children
- it was really his grandparents who arrived here as new settlere,
Hexinharkiedx thisxfxrmxfremxhigxpxrenkx It was in 1841, He inherited
this farm from his parents. The family tombs are down here., Zhaxax
His father, and his mother, and his sisters lie in these tombs.
xxxxxxitxxfakxArexthaxtombsxgxhixxgrandparentxxheral His grand-
father’s tomb is not here. He went to Panama and died there.

His parents were cultivators - just as he is, His house is on
the same place im where was the house of his father and &l11 the farm
is on the same place too. Hls father planted coffee and ginger -
these were the main crops at that time, Now the mmimxmwxsr best crop
is banana., They turned to plant banana instead of coffee and ginger
about 2900, when h&é was ab.20 years old,

The s¢ize of his farm 1s now of 12 acres, He gave this figure
in a vague way. 4 acres are under banana, It pays the best. He gets
now 7/2 for a bunch of bananas, No other crops are planted on the
banana ground. The ground remains clean, He prevents washing of soil
bz rains by means of ditches which divert water and lead it down inbd
into the valley. There is really no main crop on his farm., Everythig
is planted and produced on his farm. There 1s a coffee grove, and a

. coffee barbecue to clean the grains from the parch. The parch is not

sold or prepared in any way for sale, It is thrown away. There are
also some bread-fruit: trees, pimento trees, and other plants like
pepper, yams etec. There are 8lso coco-nuts, The last hurricane made
a 1ot of damage to plantations and he suffered lot, He 1s insured
against the hurricane /showed me the insurance book for bananas/.

He has a pig which he mxXXxxmxXx might sell now not for less
thean L 10, It weighs 200 1b; is fed on bread fruit, bananas, yams,
The price of a small pig is L 1, He does not know of what breed is h
his pig but is very proud of it and of his breeding achievements,

He showed us his house, It is a wooden house with nice veran-
da facing the main road. There is a flower garden in front of the
house and economic trees /coconnts, pimentos, bread fruits and bana-
nas and coffe bushes/ surround it from all sides., The house is sub-
d¥vided into a central part - the largest one - where the family pho
tographs decorate the walls, covered with a tapistry of magazine and
new-papares. cutting, There is a bench of a noble wood, & part or an
adaptation of some m¥ixfur piece of o0ld Jamaican furniture. There 1is
also a mahogany probabby desk-table /beaureau?/ covered smki® on whik
which all the family "china” 1s exhibited. A more modesttable on the
opposite wall is adorned with another collection of crockery, On boh
both sides of the hall there two tiny rooms which serve probably as
the slipoing rooms. We were not invited to enter= them,

My ,Wiltshire showed us the family photorraphs: it was a photo-
graph of his son in law, his daughter and granddaughter. Xamxgh The
persons were nicely dresced in town-dresses. His son-in-law and his
daughter live in Kingstén.
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He has a son who mxkxx stays with him on the farm. ”He is a ik
big man now, you will see him soon, He went to the church but will
be back soon,” He works whbth him on the farm,

We wvisited the farm of Mr,Wiltshire invited by him to see the
pig. We were followed by other people who participated in the Iintro-
ductory talk on a hill faeinf along the parochial road facing lr.
WiltshireZs farm. There were two brothers Green and their sister pre
sent at our visit and another man joined soon, In the house we met
Mrs,Wiltshire and noticed xgmexmitharxgx a girl of 8-10 in the yard.
Mr.,Wiltshire is slightly zeiowromxznimesmrad coloured; his wife is inm
intensely zmXmrwmd coloured if not black; thelr son who came at the
end of our visit is like his father only very slightly colorad; he w
was dresced in a nice tropical suit of white or sl ghtly belge meiax
colour and looked like & young middle-class man, He was in the lo-
cal school for 8 years and finished it 2 years ago, He did not atten
any agricultural school or training course, Does not belong to any
organization, except the cricket club. Hew as very interested in
ericket and wanted to show me the cricket ground. Xmex He agreed
that bats are expensive /3-4 pounds/; kmk they did not buy them but
made themselves,

Wiltshire is Germen, He is of a German origin. His father was
probably an Englishman, but his mother was CGerman, He has a lot of
land-‘~ probably some 40 acres, His daughter is smx married to a &k
Chinese. They stay in Kingston, Last week she was on a vIsit at her
father’s house, It looked &s if she did not like ixhmammxand sme
was not very bright about our plan of going to Wiltshire next da
to study Warsop agriculture, : -

L Cs

There is & colony near Albert Town c=lled German Town, It is su»nposd
to have been settled early in this centurye. When the country wes Pop
ened up” they scattered to other parts, _

There is #1so a Germen o lony, much older, at “eaford Toen,
in Westmoreland -- 2lso near the Cockpit country, This gro p wase
the smbxkhaysm subject of Davenport’s study. I do not know the date
of this settlement but information co1ld be got from the Catholics

who havé org nized an Egg Co-operative in the district. This
was started by Ascoli and continued urder the ausnices of the

Co-operative Council,

T. 0.

Attended Harvest Festival Serviece at the Anglican Church st 4 p.m.
today. Wiltshire funior sings in the Choir and gave the m le solo
in the Anthem, Repmdnit Has o natural tenor untrained, There were
two s0l0ists -- the other was Miss Wright the assistent Post
Mistress who hes a smll but quite lovely soprano and inspl te of
nervousness was crarming., Very smert h:t turned off her face, Is a
beauty,
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George Wiltshire's house is on a rising on the right

hand side of tne Yarochial loa'leading to lount Tapp. ye

I was sitting on a stone on the rising on the other

side of the road trylng to draw a diagram of the roa d

and plotting the houses, I called a girl passing on

the road to help me with the names of the houses, Sh e
sald her nare was Eda Hobinson and that she lived with

the Wiltshires, At that moment 1 saw a fattish coloured
woran in a pink dress coming down from the ‘11tshires

nouse towards us, oda said it w-s lirs Wiltshire., “he looked
s bit flerce and I thought might be resenting our taljing
to the girl =-- obviously asking gquestions, S~ I shook hands
introduced myself and liss Dale and explained what we were
doing., She asked us to come in and meet her husband,

e found George Wiltshire sitting on a bench on the
verandah, leaning forward loo ing out on his cultivations
and a vervy good view of, t' e Warsop road opposite, He 1is
a white man, of English parentage he says, with a lined
unhealthv face and a figure that was once possibly spare
and lean but has now gone to seed, “he whole apnearance of
the man 1s listless, disillusioned and hoveless, ‘e is' the
"noor white" of the Island, such as it exists, He was
in a torn shirt -- his wife when bringing us forward said:
"See hi- on the verandah, nakedl!" with a laugh, half contempt
usous and half fond, I introduced myself and sald + should
aprreciate his telling me something about farming practices
in the district as L ecould see he was a good cultivator,
(This is not accurate altogether), He was at first slow and
diffieult in conversation, He seemed to sveak with a physic-
al effort either as if he were very very tired, or ill, or
even ag if he had been drinking, Put he answered my questlo
as to whether he wonld tell me something of the history of
an old Warsop fam'ly like his, Rairx fully enough and with-
out too ruch prompting, It was rather laborious however an d
fearing t'at he might be bored with me, I said after about
half an hour that 1 did not want him to be tired of me so
£ would go now but perhaps 1 might come again another time,

e then woke up, and said very firmly that he was not and
"sould never be' tired of me, After that, somewhat encouraged
we really got going, -
Family History : His Grandparents, Frederick and laria
Wiltshire came to “araica two years after the abolition of
slavery bringing with them his father, a small boy, and a
number of other ehildren, all of whom however hkauxm dled and
without descendants,

g father's name was Alfred Wiltshire and his mother's
Rhoda Wiltshire, 4

The grandparents came out on contract to Nr Umerter who was
a slave holder, Afier imancipation “r arter had no labour
for his property so he sent Lo England for these people,

ey (his grandfather was only one of a group: trace the rest)
wére labourers, but when they came to Jarmaica they would not
submit to the work, ~is grandparents only worlted for Carter
for about 2 years, Then they scattered and bought their
own land,

The grandparents first lived all about =- thev were"back
'in Spring Carden" in a place called Durham, ‘hen they were
in Waﬂsop District (pointing towards Pottom Warsop) == "the
same arsonp" == and then thev came "here" and beught 100
acres off Durham property, “

I asked here if he knew anything of the history of the
old "Patents" and referred to "Carter's Patent " on the Cad-
astral Map,
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Mr W, said it went 1ike this, After Christopher Columbus discover=-
ed Jamaica, he was a “paniard, and he sent out his crew and they

i habited the place, But the English fought and took 1t away,

and after that all dese tnglish come out and dev Patent whatever
dem like, (Notise the change fro» correct English to dialect
~when emotlion was introduced), Dem giv' de properties de hames
after dewm own Selves, BnePatent is in de name of Allsides; one
Patent 1is Durhamy one Patent is Wilson Valley, Une in de name of,
lroy, But dem leave it and went away after slavery abolish,
Because there was no more labourers, It was de slaves doing all

de work, Allsides was never sold, It left fror generation to
§eneration in the same race (i,e, family), Put Durham owner and
“roy sold out, And '/ilson Valley,

The Wiltshire property, Of the original 100 acres purahased
by his grandfather, he inherlited from his father only 23 acres,
Some of the property was sold by the gransfather before his
death: so e by his father, He still has the sam= amount he
inherited; he has not sold any nor has he added any,

The Famlly, George Wiltshire and hisrwife (Emmeline) and
the son Hubert live inthe house,

The daughter, Rosalind, is married to "a Chinaman" named
fybert Chang and has gone %o live in Kinpgston, I was shown a large
size studio portrait of the granddaughter and a more oldfashion-
ed "family portrait" of the daughter, son-in-law and daughter
posed against a studio sky=-set, Both Yr and Mrs W, sald they
1iked th=ir son=in-law and that the couple were happy and doing
well, e was in business. He did not know whether his son=ine
law was related to the “hangs in Warsop =- probably so, "they

. all were," Py | '
te: it Is only on my return {o office that I note that the C,Sch, state that
salyn(Rosalind) i1s Wiltshire s "step-daughter", Her age at the tire of the Cen-
s was 31, Hubert's, the son, 14, This would make the son now 19, “ut his
ather gave me his age as 17, And his mother 3aild, whe I inquirerd whether he
s married, thhsd he "was only a child,"

Mrs Wiltshire's maiden nare was lMendez and she is a sister of
Vietor ilendez, the Tailor, (see C,H, - )
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Asked Nr W, what was his ovinion of the standard of farming i the
district and whether Xkxwax a satisfactory livine could be made
out of the holdings, He saild that a man ecould not live on less
than 30/« a week and keepf a family, To make 30/~ a week out of
agriculture would require a mimimum holding of 15 acres, Of Mixed
Cultivations,

Yams: It was possib ke to mwxmmx have 1000 "banks of yams on
one acre of land,

He had 500 Banks on his holding, He could not tell me what
amonnt of yams, in weight, he got last yvear out of that number
of banks, “ut he knew he was getting 20/- per cwt now -- "if you
had any to sell,"

His most lucrative crop? Not Bananas =~ he would not be telly
the truth if he sald PBahanas, it was Pimento, *¥xx He had no cane,
(There ar=s a few roots round the house visble fror the verarndah
wher- we sat, opresumably grown only for home 1se,) He has no
ﬁgnamawuisease on his land, He has “eaf Spot, Lﬁaf Spot comes on

when winter starts-- when winter starts? 27th “overber? -- snd
it troubles ths leaves right through the winter,"

The people cultivate and will work hard when they have the
worlt, But the Government does not heln theme, In other co'mtries
the “overnmen:t helps farmers but the Yaraica Government does
‘nothing for them, If *hey got Loans from the “overnment thev had
to pay the Interest but that did not toueh the Loan itself whiech
still had to be naid, So that the “oan was an embarrasrent =- not
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a help, Then rent at 38/- per acre was too high, The “overmment
has a lot of land but thevy wont rent it, Their land 1is cheap
-- only 14/- per acre to rent, Some of it is very rocky but sor
is goode Thev have old tenamts but they wont take any new ones,
I dont %now the reason,.

Stock, I have no stoecl except two goats, I had a pige I dont

have any now, I dont have luek with cows, (He has land enough/t
run three or four and to grow grass to feed them,) He had one,
Sg did not know what breed it was =- just a Yamaica cow, ‘hey
had a very good breed called "Dalry", But we the smll man cant
get good cows == the big men hold them up and we cant get them,
Ly was not a “ember of the Agricultural “ociety, He dont like
to join anything now, He was old, e said he was 65, But he had
bad eves, He tried on my glasses (sun ones) but said they were
"3ark", At 65 a man was too old, He could not work now as he us
304

He had heard of the idea of the “evolving Herd, ‘e thought

"1t was a good idea, He sald would I come again, Ile saw the came

and sald would I come and tale one when the sun was out. It
was raining and I left after promising to take his picture,

rm Schedule “aterial re Wiltshire (date of Census 1942)a.

Occupicd this land : 46 years, As owner,
Drorates © pleces : 25 acres: 2 acre, Total 25%
Main source of income fro- Farms: Coffee, Bananaj; Pimento.
Farm Population:6; 1 under 14 yrs; 3 male and 2 F, 14 yrs and o
Tabour emplyed : Temporary 2 M, 2 F, Works himself all year,
Condition of Land o» Tarm, : _
8 acres in eultivation,
o " aultivable land neither cultivated nor used in 1942,
152" not used,

Value of Farm (Land and.Bulldings) £370, (This is grossly under-

valued)

Value of Farm Buildings £120, ‘

There 1s a wate supply for livestock on the farm,

_Crops,No Vegstables grown for liome use or sale,

Eeonomic Trecs: Ackees: 1, 50 heaps,

Breadfruit, 26, fruiting, 10 not fruiting, 60do:

Bananas: 400 fruitings 400 not fruiting,l acr, 150 Bunches,
Pimento: 150 " - . 700 1bs.

Cane : 4/10 acre, 4 tons, 20 tins wet sugar,
Congo ¢ 1/10 " 1 Bush, 64 1lbs,
Ginger : 5/10 " 1,100 1bs,

Yams (yellow) I acrefd: BOOO lbs, Coffees 5 acrs;looo 1lbs,
Livestock, 1 swine 6 months and over,
Hens and cocks: 2,

Eggs: 4 doz,
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Tuesday ] Fam,Rec,23,
21,10,1947, '

T.o.
The big man's day.

Mpr, Wiltshire was sitting in f£ront of his "buttery?, The
son was writing notes and aceounts in a copy-book, It was a coffe-
picking day, Mps, Wiltshire, the servant Ashman and another man
were picking coffee, Asman was bringing kximx the beans in a tin

 and pouring it into a barrell almost full, A wooden bowl was ximmsk

also almost filled, Mr, Wiltshire was speaking to a young man in
rags., He paid him (to the young man) 14/6 for some work and the yo
young Wiltshire put it in the copy-book, Then came lMrs, BEdith Green
and gave "iltshire 10/-, #fierwards came a young man well clad and
they were speaking something concerning rent,

Mr, Wiltshire rents a lot of land, He also sold sme of
his land and is selling, "Wiltshire him kind" said one of his te-
nants Cecilia Green, His tenents and his poorer neighbours work
for him, Judging by GPeen's budget he often gives people help in
money or kind, :

"What you have to give me?" asked me Mr, Wiltshire, "A ci=-

garette" I said, "Only that?". "What else could I give you?"
Money" he szid, I told him that probably he was much richer than
I was, He has a nice house, lot of land, good cultivations, He re-
peated proudly:"Yes a house, land”, He to0ld me that the boards and
poles which were leaning against the buttery were to built a veran-
da at the back of his house, He wants to have a veranda round the
house, Now there is one in the front and at one side, The servant-
girl Ida Robinson was in the kitchen grinding coffee, The gervant
David Ashman lives in the buttery. He works also for Miss “eighton
on her rent field in All Sides, After a while, the young Wiltshire
went into the house and put on new trousers and hat, Mr, Wiltshire
was very interested in the pictures we took of his house and family
some weeks ago, I promised to bring him some, He was clad 1in a
shirt much patched and torn, He sat there in the middle of his yard
and people were constantly coming to him wi th the money or for the
money or with the coffee, lirs, Wiltshire did not bring coffee, She
probably only picked it and superviscd the men doing it, When Ash-
man brought his load Wiltshire speeded him to return, He also in-
vestigated fram the scrvanl Eda about samebody who was in the ki-
tchen - why he is not going to pick the coffee,



