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First visidt
30,IV.47,
Jdele ¢ 2,0,

—

jixgsmax Hp,lawrence volunteered to help us in our work
and invited us to some to his place: he will show us around
to see how other people live in this village, He was less
willing to start our survery from his farm, but egreed to
show it and to explain its intricacies,

Mr, Lawrence 3is an important person in the district.

PxmityxxReaparkyxs
lir Lawrenee, vice- He is vice-president of the local branch of J,A.S. Is judged
president of J.A.S.as "very elever man, though #m heils not an educated men.”

in the district,

Aprival into
district,.

History of his
property.

His public speeches cause a greaf deal of laugh at the mee-
tings of the Society, since lmxmixax they Atverpaxfmrmxtkax

Tunintentionally diverge from the ordinary
pattern of spmeh speeches of educated leaders of the branch.
But hm people like him and propbably respect, He was unani-
mously reeclected as viee-president at the last ik meeting
/28.1V.47/,

lir,Lawrence was not born in Warsop, He came from St.Ann
In 1925, He was a carpenter by profession and came to VWar-
sop axxk in this capacity. It was at the time when “publie
services were coming in Jemaica.” There was a sanitary cam-
paign of the Parochial Board, imimiusitmpxmmx People were kak
taught and in-tructed to buil@ pit-latrines in their homes,
lr,Lewrence tock and active part in the campaipgn. He was
employed by the Parochial Bo ard as the cerpenter and built
pit-latrines for people in the district.

” I crme here to work for Parochial Board., I belonged
to sanift ary depertment., I worked for the people building
their latrines for a very cheap price - 25/, for latrihe,
fwme in each year I got a 1little work form ghe government

TO Puiiu sw..I® for indigent.” ”I was a earpenter by yro-
fession,”

lir,lawrence @id had no land previously and hé got ho-
thing from his father. "Never get an inch, I came from .....

sesessind I never got any sqrech from my father, I did every

thing fexxmx by myself. To be candid I never was schooled by
my father, I did my schooling by myself.”

He started his career of the farmer in 1931, He rent-
ed half an acre of land Rar from Mr.,Jemes Lindo. He cultive-
ted this lsnd and planted on it plenty of fruit-trees: mAngo
trees, ackees, apple-trees, orenges, He planted trees on his
rented land not cnly because he planned and expected to buy
this land in future, but also because ”just felt” that he
should do it if even the land would pass to somebody else,
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This 1/2 and acre passed into his hadds in 1940 when
he bought the land he renbed for L,7.10, The price he paid
did not correspond to the real velue of the land ., Mr., Jo-
mes Lindo mwM& would sell it for a2 higher price to a stran-
ger. "It was afavour to me - because I was a long-time te-
nant,” Lawrence

In 1943 lr.Sxepenkex made another deal in land, He hom
bought ”"on the hired purchase” 15 and 1/2 acres of land
on Thomas Cocksburn land settlement. It was Gnt land-settle-
ment, for which the ground has been purchased by the Cnt
from the previous owner of the land, Thomas @ockshurn.

He peys L.l.14,7 yearly and in 10 years time /from 1943/
the land will become his own property,

In 1946 Mr.@zmw Lawrence added to his possessions ano-
ther piece of land, He bought 1/4 of an asere of land ”on
the road”, This piece of land is separated from Wkx the land
he bought fro Mr,Lindo by the maXkeyxx small valley, wmx
khax in vhich his farm 1ies, It is near-by, He paid for
this place L.6.,10, The priee he paid 1s &8R# no relation
to the real value of the land, ”on the road”, The real
velue is at least 1,100, And for this price would be pold
to any stramger. He got this land for 257 of its value
owing to the personal bonds of friedship with owner, the
”This land is cold to me by favour, By somebody who favour
me, who like me than anybody else.” "Somebody has a specisal
feeling for me and & speecial affection for me to get it.”
"Somebody” is Miss.Jane Jones /Jean Gena=?/, She ovms 13and
1/4 acre of /xhut nd, which she”got from her late husband.”
Wiss Jones /Cenas?/ 1s ”a whole-time pal, a whole-time lady
pal of mine.” She wants Mr,Lewrence to be her neighour,
to live near-by. This 1s the reason of the speecial price.
"The price on the road is L,100 and this price would be ack-
ed from a stranger,”

T¥o weeks ago, in 1947, he made his last purcharse of
land, He bought another 1/2 /half/ mm# acre of land from
My James Lindo and edded to his former property in this
placee He paid for it the seme price as in 1940 - L,7,10.
Again for the same reason as previoulsy the price was made
espeeially low to him, Though in general it was highee
then it used to be before the war, In 1935 for instance
*haprice for Ehaxk this land would be only 2,10 -
ageinuve w,..S which he paid for it., 1in 1940 and 194R

This 1/4 acre, which he bought in 1947, was rented by
him previocusly and was a part of his farm, He bought 1t
without surveying the land and doeskx not know the exact
size of the last purchase. They agreed to treat it as 1/4
acre, for which he paid the price., If it will be more or
less - it will be his gain or loss, He will know the exact
size of his 1 acre farm as soon as it will be surveyed by
him and the diagram drawn by the land-surveyor., This refers
also to the first 1/4 acre which he bought in 1940,

\
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The farm. Lawrence s ferm is composed now fremx of 3 seperete hol-

dings. One is the 15 end 1/2 acre in Phemmx”Thomas Cock-
burn” land settlement, This holding plays a minor part
in the household economy, It 1s still ”in woods”, ITts di-
stance from the piace where Mr.lewrence lives, is 1 and
1/2 miles, There are no roads leading to this holding -
only paths, He euitivates there some yam and keeps his
goats in the bush, His goat-herd comsist of 3 goats and

2 kids. They are left iIn the bush kwx and only visited
each morning. The goats are not milked, They are kept

on rope - to prevent them from destroying the ecultivations
= own and those of the neighbours, Nobody is afraid of
the goats being stolen - the inaccesiibilty of the place
guards the beasts from thieves,

Another part of Mr.leawrence’s farm 1s 1/2 acre of
land”on the road”, This land is not cultivated, It 1s
reserved as the house-site, on which Mr,Lawrence will
build his futdre home,

The mxim essential part of Mr,.lavrence’s property is
his 1 acre of land, on whigh he has his home to-day,

Only this part of his fapm-land is under steady smixzimext
cultivation, Nmwxhaxamwk At present the land in this place
is utilised in the following way: L and 1/4 of a streteh
is under negro yamj; corn, crob-ege peas and cassava is
planted here kmxwmthmt together with vamj There 115 yam
hills on this spote 1/4 a stertech, ~ttached to the for-
mer plot, is under ecassava and sweet potatoes, Two sepe-
rate plots, each of the size of about 1/4 of a stretch, ¥x
are under suglr canes There 1s a & plot of the size of 1/2
a stretech on vhiech yellow yam was planted in Junej; there
are 97 yam-hills on this plot. Another 1/2 & streteh was
planted with yellow yam in September, His yam cultivetions
extend also over @nother field of 1 and 2 a streteh,

on which 165 yam—hills were made in..........--.. 2 .
There is 2lso & field of corn and a field of pgungoo-peas
and sweet potatoes, There 1s also a nnmber of fruit-trees
around the house, /See the Diagram,

The line of Mr,Lawrence’s farm was not drawm still
and he recognises his land by trees, which mark his land-
boundaries, Some of this trées are on his land, others on
the lend of his neighbours, Three corners of his land-
eue-- - “me marked by & figue, a mango and a tambourin~ ° d
One side is recognised by the bush and the xkmme stony top
of the hill, kehighxkix /see the ddagrem/. One of the
sides has no definite boundary marks, But this is adjacent
to the land of the "lady-pal”,with Whom boundary conflicts
are little expecked, The boundaries dividing his property
from the land of his neighbours, are left uncultivated:
"to separate my land from thelanmd of my neighbours,”

There is a water-spring on the property, of which
My ,Lewrence is very proud end which is probably the best
water spring in the district, A great deal of worlf was wmwkx
mixinm invested to build proper surrounding for the spring
and to keep zhe plece elean and the water clear, A wall
stone was bullt at the front-side of the spring to prevent
tixPrmmxbaingxduxkrogadx the ground to be washed down by the
stream or damaged by the visitors, A board, of burn-eye
was put across the water-hole ferxthexuzexafxpes to facili-
tate to take water wikhawkx from the spring in the raiﬁ
season without polluting 1it, TREXPPLIEEXLBEXENEXBoxEdx The
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board only cost 2 shilling him, And there are further expene
ces: he must hire from time to time people to clean the
water whole and to romove all the mud,

People around are admitted to the source and may make
full use of 1t, But they a2re not allowed to pollute the
wvater, Emtmeixxyxrutxhexk Nobody 1= allowed to use dirty
receptacles to take water with them. Clean pots mmust be
used for thés purpose, Nobody is allowed also to take
water in night, "hen he heers somebody coming to the water
spring in the nigh-time, he flings stones at him and®*dri-
ves him away. £ nelghhour of him came onece with a dirty pen
to take water with it. He was almost beaten and his pan
thrown away, lMr.Clarence simply refused kmxkimxmimiix hhis
man future admission to the spring, A neigbour who lives
higher up utilises the same water xmEimgrxf stream for his
spring, He keeps it dirty and polliuted and this mmkaxxsx
affestsvater whieh comes to Mr,Lawrence’s spring, lr,Law-
rencec asked the sanitary inspector to have a look into
the matter,

lr,Layrence”’s fwkwes planx for future 1=, first of 2l1,
to build his residence ”on the road”, He eollected already
all the material he needs for this purpose. The skoriage
of nails keeps him from doing it at once, His futire home
will be & woeden house, with shingle roof and with veran-
dahse. He lives now 1in grass-house, but his future home will
be afine one, /See T,0,°s interview/.

He plens also to buy more land, His present cultiveted
land is @k separated from his future home by land, which
is owvned by his ”ladv-pal”, He intends to buy thie "balance”
in future, ”"If I can only earn the money I buy the land. The
same person I got my land have the balance and will be will-
ing to sell me if I ecan finance.” to future

He does not intend to move his house or to built his
residence "in the bush” - on the %smi 15 and 1/2 secre of
his property in Coekburn settlement. He will stay here.
fde will try to enlarge his property by purchasing the ad-
joining land, He does not, however, exelude the possibility
of selling his farm. "The price will rise on the road. I will
sell it if I have enother spot to secure.,” He is 1neclined
~1ea to sell his farm on this spot, if only another s~-*
of &n equiveilnt value to him can be secured on another pla-
ces "hat he valuse the most on his land 1s the water s=pring,
He will not sell his land Re to exchange 1t for zx land of
finferior value: mmxx there must be on this land-to-be-bought
a water spring at least of the seme cuality as his present
one,

Utilisation of his 15 amcres in the bush seem to play

‘1ittle role in his ferming plens,

Uy Lewrence admitted that there 1= some speculation on
land priees in his plans amdin the general practice here,
The priees of land are constantly rising. But the price of
land depends more upon the position of the fapm with ref,
to the road, as upon its fertility, He expalined to us
the mechanism of the rising land prieces in the following
way. The price of the land rises with the new settlers,
lhen the new settlers come and buy the land, it enhances
the value of the land. That is why the land is sold for
a higher price. If somebody has 800 acres and sells tixkm
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50 acres to another settler who eomes to live on this place
this rises the veslue of the land by 100%, The land 1s sold
Exrxihm accordingly for the price twice as big as the pri-
ce pald by the first settler and is texed in proportion
to its new value, Yhich means that smExzEitilmpxpaysxmaxihs
zsmexkxx the lend tex 1s twiee as big, Each of the settlers
pays the same sum : bxxona
for his 50 acres which previuosly was paid
by the original owner for 100 acres, H= gquoted as an example
of this the case of the Chinese shop ”on the road”
just opposlte to his fapm, The Chine-man bought this lend
in 1935 or so paying L.14 for one streteh of the land, vwhich
corresponded to &e140 for en acre /ineluding probably bull-
dings/e Now he sold “half soreeh” of this land to & new
settler and the priece paid for this plot was alse 14 pounds:
which ls L,280 for an acre, The priee of lend was, ac= he
thoughBexndutseodxntsaxihak, rising roportionately to the
congesition of people on the road, admitted however that
there are other reasomns for the rising prices, "Every man
vho buys one acre yesterday and sells 1t want to get one
pound or two for his money .RBmx

xﬁnxﬁgx
llr,“awrence is very satisfied with his farm land,
It is very very fertile.” He eulitivates 1t for years with-
out glving any rest tc the lend and the land alwgps yields
eropse The fertility of the land 1s not affected by the
soil crosion. On the comtrary, it is soll erosion, aderua-
tely handled, which makes for its fertility. Soil erosion
is a universal phenomenon in this distriet. Even on & very
mild slope the water washes the ground and rolls the soil
down vhen the rain comes, To prevent washing of the soil
kha ditches rumning across the fimxwatsexxk the filelds
are dug and constantly renewed. The soil weshed by the
water is stopped in thése ditches,: 1t £ills them and is
then taken out and scattered over the field, In this way
the soil ercsion helps "to manure” the foelds and keep
them constantly fertile, Mr,lawrence showed me with proud
the composition of soil on hils corn-field: mixza ”see the
s0il? all this is soil erosion,” Vater running down the hill
brings soil to his fdelds situated below, The most fertile
nlace Im near-by is the bottom of the valley, where h*-
lasm=icaae o= Yles, The bottom is £111led with the soll ero-
ded from the the whole eircle of the walley slopes, lr,
Lawrence wents to buy in future this lend, It will form
“the belance” form his present farm-land to his Pfuture
hmusmxxk residence, The plases situated higher up on the
velley are also very fertile, They were resting for meny
ye:gs and Mr,Loawrence expexts good return from their culti-
vation,.

The fertility of the ground in the distriect is to a
great extent dependent on the soil erosion, Aecording to
lir,Iawrence, and his opinion was supported by Mr,Thompson,
the sanitery inspector, the roadx running from Top War-

‘80p to Troy,zmmexgmxxix corresponds to the division of

the land into two zones: the one overvthe road, on the hills
which is less fertile; and the other, below the road, down
Wislon Valley and towards the Heetor River, which is far
more fertile, The fertility of the lower part is caused

by soll erosion: the land down the valley is enriched mmix
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in its composition and cuality by the soil washed out from
the hill-side emd deposited ir the veliey. “The right hand
from Troy to Warsop, from Warsop right down, better than
left hand,”

lﬁr.r'em'-anoe admiited that the priee of the land is
not caused much by 1ts fertility.”Further from the road.
the less price for the lend, lLend on the road &x cost more
~ 1t 1s the house site and business part,”

Vle asked why Xhmem better houses are built chiefly on
the road. "Pecple are not progressive here., Will not build.
Some will be willing but esnt,” He himself stays in the
grass-house, bscause he sacrifices his present conditions
of 1ife tc his future plans, ”If T had & fair chanece only,
If only I can do well, But I have so ecapital, I have to
lead & mean life tp mys@lf for myxfwkwrsxbm the future
betterment,”

lirsLavrence admitted that in fect ome ecen do very good
business on buying end selling the land. The rise of the
land priees een bring a good profit, The prieces of land
are much bigper to-day, inspite that the
cultivation of the land brings much less pemft income than
previously. "Vhat land brings to-dey 1s less than it brought
15 years ago, And the price of land end mfxksx the tax is=
much highePs” Previously he planted bananas on his lend,
He had mm hiige bunches with 14 fingers., ”"Black spot and
P,De kill it ocut,”

The only solution 1s in new methods of ferming, which
would bring hekime higher returns, The land must be “built
up by menuring.” The washing of the soil stopped by grass-
stripse The animal manure seeured for fertilising the
grounde Now the menure 1s wastede. It 1s not collected and
prepared for manuring., Bot only cow-menure .mz ”Donkey ma-
kes splendid manure - 1300 1b yearly.” #tkhxihtx This amount
of memire will do for 2% least 1/2 aecre, sometimes even for
1 acres But the donkey”must be closeliy fed.” The same with
the pigse To secure munure enimals imust be kept in enclo-
sures and manure kept in eompost-pits, All this is only to
be done. Nobody applies these methods so far,
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Mrs, Thomesine wewrence is from “ousnville. They dont't
have children of Lheir own snd so adopted two boys. BRoth boys
boys ‘ere at school. -

On the land they have on Crown's T.and /Thom:s Cockburn/
153 scres, they plant some yam and keep goats. 3 big sosts znd
2 kids. The goats are tied as not to go Lo neighbours ficlds.
They stey there without anybody looking at them. Lvery morning
Mrs. Levwrence goes Lhere, She does not milk the goats. Lccor-
ding to her it is not worth while to ieep goats. She bought &
kid 6 months old and peid for it 10/ ©ohke kept it for 6 month
and got 12/ . The rope which she had to buy to tie trne kidf cost
e 2ighs . e n
"~ Buildings The house is & grass one which Lhatched roof. Trom one .
of the side it is supported by pokes propped against it since the 1: st
household. pyrricane in 1939, 8
- Inside it is divided into two ompartments : & living rocm,
&nd bedroom. The 1i.ing room hes two doors znd no windows, the
bed room has two windows with shutters, ; ‘ :

T heve been only into the living room. Thée floor is becu-
tiful and polished. On one table tuere is (L usual displey of
chine. On a@:iother table with two condignetions Lhere are books.
There sre some religious but also some amount of books with no-
vels, verse, school tcxtbooks. s parcel of letéers is bouna vith
a string.

The kitcnen is of wa tle and divided into tvo parts.nne
is used &s a shed for the lumber Mr. Lavwrence is emessxing Lo
builthis new house on the road. The kitchen is orderly, on :
table zre tin tumblers &. Tots of boards are under his house.

Between the house sna the kitchen thne: is a b.g tible
— TaCk on wulch were some wet clothes.

a
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ir. Lawrcnce was very proud of the timber he emsssed
to built his new house. The house is to stend on Lhe mein rosnd
on } of an wcre he bought in 1946. He paid for it £6,10/ -

Market This price was "by favourm Tt wee from & wnadn _ee
= . 2 e w Eaie b e 24 CLwy w
prices hill. She has 133 zcres left her by her husband who died. Tf .

"y favour". atranged wented to buy 1t Le would h:ve to pey €25, i.e. ¢ loo
pel acre. He hes 2000 shingles, Burneye timber for floors.
This wood never rots mit is like concereter. He hes bullit
tree for posts. Phere sre different kinds of bullit tiee /
HOXUBREVAUAVXX He hos his Yand in three plecess 1 e e
when his house stands now, 3 sere on the rozd on. 15z in crown
land sbout 13 mile from his house. He does not want to vuilt
on these 153 seres. "It is in the oushv/vrs . 1,./ "hen h- hes mony
he would lice to buy land between his ferm anc Liie piece he
got on Lhe roed. This belongs to his lady friend, znd she
ready to scll it to him, beciuse shic wishes himx well.
The frult trees he plented vhen he s1i1l rent ne 1:
land. He has profit from th ¢ now. The first bit of land he
bought in 1940 - it was the onc he rented from 1931/ The l:st
bit & few yeeks ago. Tn x¥3ix 7 years he bought slmost 17
acresg.

r
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Met Mr. Lewrence a few days ago near liount Happy at
old Faster's house. Yr, Lawrence gave me many datas -
about lumhermen etc. He is a "headman" for the Crown
Land and works under the forester Hichie from Troye.
/ see: non-agricultural occupations: connected with ad-
ministration of big properties/
lir, Lawrence w came out just a few days ago from the
hospital where he had an appendicitis operation. He first
went to the doctor and then went to Kingston to be ex-
rayede It cost him 3 pounds 16 shillings and the fare to
Kingston. Then he went to the hospital in Ulster Spring.
The operation cost three guineas and he stayed at the
hospital 16 days paying 2/6 per day. Ie wes very pleased
with the nurses "I know them all - they wanted me to
stay longer". “hile he was in hospital some people came
to his land to work for him - for nothing. He was very
proud of it. However it seems that this was a kind of re-
turn for the "amabdlities" he is able to do to the people
in his position of forester. He allows them to collect
wood on Crown-land. )
Vr. Lawrence mnede & propaganda Tor "Labour" at th ¥
time of elections in Warsop. le told all the people conne '
cted with Crown Land - and consequently dependent upon
him= that if in his district Labout doesn't win he will
know they didn't vote as he told kx them. “ound New Road
Labour had a overwhelming majority. “eacher /who is from
tye opposité politicel party/ said Lawrence is an arrivist.
Lawrence told me that he intends to built his
new house on the road, but as his illness cost him he will
have to postpone it still longer. It was a banana day and
he went to the bana station to collect rents, as it is
easier to get people there and to get money from them.
"I don't like to press them ", Mr. Lawrence all the way
from Mount Happy to the Main Road greated people and
stopped for short talks asking a few questions. fe evi-
dently tries to make himself popular. To old Faster he
spoke however - when we were about to leave after a long
talk = in rather harsh voice. It was about some business ‘
and lMr. Lawrence said he couldn't wait any more and expecte
kax it to be settled the next day.
Mr. Lawrence gave detailed data about the wages
etc. of the lumbermen but they don't fir exactly in the
general picture of the lumbermen earnings. There must
be something he is not too keen in explaining.
fde volunteered to take us one day to the Cockpit.
Said he wouldn't like us to go with somebody else as there

are dangerous parts. WWhen he feels better after the ope=
ration he will take us.
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