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First wvisist :

26.1V. 47. Rewe Alfred Rowe’s house i1s on the left side pf the

J.0, + T,0, right road, in Wilson’s Valley. It is below the turning of the road
betweeen Top Warsop and Bottom Warsop, opposite to Eva lMurray’s

%Rowe Town” house /which is to the right from the road/.

The whole place is called in the village "Rowe Town” -
from the people who mmzupxxkkxlive here, Besides the old Al-
fred Rowe khmrm some of his offspring bullt their houses near-
by and live in close neighbourhood with the father and, as it
it seems in a sort of family ecommunity., A 1little up, nearer
to the road there xxxkthmxhmm are buildings where Palmer Rue-
ben, Alfred Rowe’s son-in-law,and Aneta Rueben, his daughter,
live with all their family. A little”down Xiximm there 1s g&he
farm, where his two sons: Egbert and Adonijah Rowe have their
house.

¥a visited this family compound in presence of the old
Alfred Rowe, fmak his daughter Aneta Palmer, and her Sylvester

\_ /?/ Palmer, her son, These mwmrmxmmrxinfmemamks acted as our
informants, collectively or in turn.

Alfred Rowe, the

founder of Rowe Town, Alfred Rowe was not born in Varsop. He came here from
worked St.Elizabeth, where he was born, He was an orphan., ”ly father
He S FSFEAE in dead me baby.” His flother had little land. He went to "arsop,
Allsides and for where already his uncle was staying. He came here”to make 1i-
My Hendricks. ving” and stayed here for ever. ”Me love the place, me stoppad

here. Up here it is different place - fruitful,”

He settled down in Warsop about 40 years ago - right on
the spot where he lives to-day. He bought 1/2 aecre of land and
built the house., The land was bought from Simian Murray. All
the land around was at that time in Murrays‘hands. ”Murrays
people around here.” He married and ”"make a living here.”

For the land he bought be paid Simian Murray 50 shillings,
The land at that time was &%.5 an acre.

for Sip Apchibald

History of his Half an acre he bought 40 years ago mzxsxthaxem was and
property. and is the only land he has, He never bought more. ”Me never buy
land prices now more.,” The land to-day is fary more expensive than it was

and in the past. years ago, ’"To-day a streteh of land cost alsmost as a mule.

She /his daughter/ paid L,10 one stretch of land. It was an

: acre in old time.”

His family in St. His mother died in St,Elizabeth 12 years ago. He has

Elizabeth and here. no brothers, no sisters in Varsop. His uncle “Hncle Almy”
did not stay here - he went back to St.Elizabeth. Richard
Rowe was his name, He is”dead - burried in St.Elizebeth.”
No children of Uncle Almy stayed in Warsop., After his death

YaAma hie e~m =all the home and went k= live in Manchester.”
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Another one is stging in Troy., ”Down a2 Proy - the man lived
down there,” /
His own brothers who stayed in St,Elizabeth inherited
their mother”’s land, It was ”buy-land”, “Dear me mother buy
land, That time 5 shillings you can buy one two acrex land,

"He married his wife, Wilhelfmine, after hész bought the
land.smit Her name was Wilhelmine Wood., she lived ”same place
just over there.” Her father ecame from St.Elizabeth, He is
dead now, Went back to St.Elizabeth,am@xkmrrisi died and was
burried there. Wilhelmine Wood was born in Warsop.

He had plenty of children with his wife, ”I have them -
picknies.,” 9 children altogether, but two dead., In fact mmaa
kxd as he agreed after belng corrected by his daughter, he had
10 children Three sons and seven daughters, Only two of his

‘sons are dlive, One dled. Of his 7 daughters only 5 are alive.

Two of his ions /Egbert end Adonijah/ 1live near-by in a
grass-hut of their own. They rent land in Allsides and spend
all the weelk on their rented land, coming to Rowe Town only
on Sundeys. Their father == says simply: they live in Allsides

' Two of his daughters: Eda Beker and Adins Frater live
also in Allsides, They have no ground or houses in Rowe Town,

They stay in Allsides with their husbands,

Two other daughters: Marta Wilmoth and Viola Thompson

are in lMendez Tovm. They married and stay with their hhshends
there. llendez Town is neer Green Town. "The bottom is Creen

‘Town and up is Mendez Town.” This gaurter is called Mendez
Town because it is inhabited chiefly by Mendez family. ”Enough
people lMendez now - and the father was Mendez,”

Only one of his five daughters stays in Rowe Town. She
is Aneta Palmer, wife of Rueben Palmer. Lives near-by in her
own house on her own land,

Alfred Rowe owns only 1/2 acre of land, around his house,
His house is a grass-house, with wooden floor. A nice irenxmetd
metal bed, covered and kept in order, was seen through the ape
open door. The inside of his house looked clean and orderly,
This grass house was built by Alfred Rowe 40 years ago., It was
repaired many times.kmk The kitchen, falrly large, swept, and
equipped with a bench-board, where several people can find
place for sitting, was not as old, PmexEixwmzxkmtitx The thatol
on the kitchen was demaged in some places, It needs constant
repairs. "Full of hibedritn robd, vhsmidosnrdpe 1nge dylhen Alfred
Rowe bought the land he built e kitchen on the same ppot. Bmkx
hexeidxktighanwasxnexgendyxie *The kitchen built that time,
Since the kitechen built me married, me pulled it down and mske
kitchen again,”

The trees on the farm were planted by himself, Alfred
Rowe keeps sew ral bee-hives in ordinary boxes, He bought
one bee-hive from Cousin Brown and developped his kem tiny
bee-farm out of this one hive,

Alfred Rowe 1s a Baptist, All his family was Baptist and
his children with a few wxceptions belong to the Baotist Chure
Eda Baker belongs to the Church of England., Aneta with her
husband and Ektxtamxkdentjahr Egbert are in the Baptist Church.
”William Adonijeh Rowe - him dont join.” Another daughter
of his is Adventist.
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Alfred Rowe’s mother and father were Baptists too. He hime
self was “an officer in the Church” firmsny years. /He was the
deacon/. Now he is 111 end can not longer held this dignity.
#%ht He cannot even go to the Church. ”This time me cant go.
But the Minister come me”/bo vwisit him/.

Alfred Rowe does not know si® exactly his age, but he is
an old men, "I dont direetly know my age. Age paper is St.Eli-
zabeth, How can I guess 1t? . He estimates his age at about
65, He is 111 now for several years, Suffere of reumathism
and is half paralysed. He cannot go without & stick and some-
times must be led end supported by other people., ”I cant de-
scribe my poorness.to you, 4 years I tajen disease. Reumatic
pain. Cant go. Anybody lead me - and stick to ‘help, Poor man
me,”The picknies who live on the farm will soon burry him,

The tombs near his house are those of his dead children -
"two me picknies dead in the tomb - son and daughter,”

The 1ife is hard now. It was easier when he was & young m
men, The land was cheaper and everything was cheaper too. Pre-
viously they paid 2/6d. for a yard of eloth, and mow it costs
6/. & yard, ”Faney Mrs.you offer 3/, for a yard just to make
a pateh” instead of buying sufficlent amount to meke a mew
sult, And there is plenty of people to live on the ssme land
on which only a few people lived previously., His daughterhas
plenty of ehildren: ”have & quantity of them.” ”Three baby at

one time she had.” /Aneta Palmer/,

Conment on our wawk Alfred Row asked us what for "this census is taken.” Ve

work.,

enswered it 1s no census at 211, but people in England and
elsevhere want to know how people live in their country, in
order to know what help must be given to them,

"Mle soon deed - said Alfred Rowe = but I wish the Gentle-
man end thae Ladv what they do will bring some benefit to other
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Alfred and Wilmena Howe:

I found Mr. Rowe in the kitechen beating o0il nut in a mortar.
I saw Mrs. Rowe standing at the dcor of the kihchen and from the
time T descended thenath leading to her house she never took
her eyes off me until T reached where s€ly was standing. They
are a very friendly vnalr.

Hlstory of Anglican Church:/™We are the firs' one ecarry Church
of England to Warsop through me teacher. It was a old shop

used as a School and Parson use to come an d keep Open Air Meetin
we déd hsee dome converted people who use to Nely with the <churech
an' it gwan so tell Parson Lynch put up that rich Churck you see

there.™.

| Saptist Church: It was'a So_ciety for the 0ld people. The peot

carry stone and partly buil' the whureh themselves. Even now
them cerrying stone big mand small, them going to lay some foun-
dation or other. :

Mrs. Rowe does not know her age as a gulde she said"Meanwhile me
in a School,free Schoolp come in,my mother used to pay 3d  a week
fo'! me".

Children: First child Nathaniel “mith. When asked how she felt

cquld

Husband

When she knew she was goink to have a child she said " Me was a
little girl under me parents, and them did'trie! and miserable,
so me wasn' glad me was more fretful, but them didn' turn me out,
me was a pet, an you no the one gal pickney in & the yard me was
a pet them didn' 1lltreat me". I asked her about Nathaniel's
father and she sald "Well trick in trade material in business. /B
Is me true lowing cousin, Richard Smith, him was fretful but not
80 bad because them talk over it and every body cometo live peace
fully because him was a obedient man. Him was one pretty sambo
man . I asked her them if she loved him and she replied laugh-
ing "The firs' man mek you know what worl' give you would a mus’
love him".

Richard Smith second child. "Me never fretful with this one be-
cause 1t would a better fe me haveit fe the same man, an' me live
in a1l the time. I sue to go to fe him home and him use to come
to mine because we was family. Him married long time but him
dead now. Suppose you see him brown pilckney them?"

On 24.6.47. while conversing en a different topiec Mrs. Rowe sudé
enly said that she ggn remember some thaingsf} which happened
long ago. "Some time them pickney see me laugh them don' know

is what. Iwas a tattler when I was smallwhen me Aunt come in
from groun' I alwags tell her every ting that happen, so the otle
pickney them never like me. “e cousin (Richard Smith) was a
youngester and I was a young lady - when I remember » them thin
I have to laugh. One day I did have on a clean white dress and
I went down to the spring for water and when I stoop down my dres
was in the water but I didn' know, him sit down oneside an look
pon me them him say "Look how Dot sit down with her frock in the
water" by this time we no 'gree, and when me realise that 1s me
him a talk to me laugh. When me go home ¥ me say Auntie Cousin
2 Joke wbth me an she say"mus{ be because you a get big'} an we
g0 on until I havé 2 pickney fe him.

23.6.47 I asked her how she met her husbad . 8ghe told me that
her husband came from St. Elizabeth "Him come here come See me
with 2 pickney, one a them a suck, I was sti]l green an him was

Erest
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MARRY the first man, and all the same the man did not married to
her,I am not sorry because the £4 man take sick afterwards, My

“husband did not marry me same time, but him promise, him is a man

go and come, and him leave me at my mother home and go and work
money and come back, then he became aliver here, afterward we married
He was helping Postman before Royal Mail,

Legitimate Chilflren: Josephine Rowe, She died at about 17, "You
can call it child's birth, because she say she go have pickney, and
as she take in to have the baby she had fits, and she died, Me
gquarrell when # me find out that she was going to have a child,
but what me was to do me could not kill her?"

Dilon Rowe: (last one) died at 13. "Him just take dick, him was

a good educated boy. Every p#ckney mehave grow in the Sunday School
Before the child's death he was taken to the doctor, his father £
carried him on his back.

Ada Baker (Mrs) is te first child., "You know what first pickney
vgive, obedient, she was a church lady and nice to me.,44/£ as much
as ya see the yard rough and stay, when the pickney them married
ishere it keep up". Mrs, Baker does not have any children, After

my talk with the mother I was told by one of the sisters that she b
has adopted several children,
Anets Palmer (Mrs) She has 9 sions snd 2 daughters. "She had 3

girls one time and God take them back as them reach 6 months, That
time the Government did not have any train nurse and Rebecca Foster
the 0ld Nana who just dead last year attended her. Cubba attended
her"with the other one them but she did gome out so we get the other
one" .

Adins Rowe: Has 6 children, 1 by ZFacey, 1 by Dixon, and 4 by Rutty
She is now living at Allsides with Rutty. "Dina had her first child
when she was going to school, not School but Sunday School, the fellow
come here but him could not come and stop because we were cross pa-
rents, but them meet on the road, When shehad the second one we
never so like it, me did want to break up the ftiendship rather than
push it on, and the man never own the pickney, The first one him
(Facey) did want to live sweetheart life and we would not allow it.
Rutty promise to marry her, When she leave here she go and live
with her sister Mrs, Baker while she was there she had 2 pickney far
Ruttw, afterward she leave the sister and go and live with the man
at allsides - she never leave mg home direct to live with him. Diana
have bad luck, poor thing, him meager in the sin, owing to that she
does not have any pluck, :
Epbert Rowe: Egbert is married and lives close to his mother's
home, "Him did live with Theressa (wife) before thém married, but
not for long because he knows shame and he was fretful and him 4did
want to go thé church and all that", Adonijah snd Egbert live in
th=s same house,

Marths Wilmouth: Mrs, Wilmouth paid a visit to her mother while I
was there, her mother askdd her for her ring and she said "People
hate me because me have on the two ring, so me keep my finger empty,
them no like me, so it better all of us do without, Them too grudge
ful, as me married two time them have it to say that me @& ewil"
Speaking to me Mrs Rowe said "Them is convert you know mam but them
will not do God work, First time when any body say angthing £4 them
they would just suck them teeth but now them is toe to toe," Mrs,
Wilmouth said that she was Wery dckly 'I cant ke ep no health before
me did have the first pickney me was quite healthy, but snce me stop
me cant keep any health, I am sure if I have more pickney I will

be more healthy, Martha then told me that she had her first child
at about 15, I asked her how her mother found out, I did not know
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: THEM won?~ do God work, firs' time when anybody scy anyt'ing
Dale 'bout them them would a jus' suck them teet' an' go bnt now .
farents and them & toe to toe / Mrs. Wilmoth sald that she was” very sickly

(hildren are "! can' %eep no healt', before me dld have the firs' pilckney
Jeptist execept me was guite healthy, but since me stop me ean' keer no health.
- Mrs, Baker. I sure 1f I have more pickney T wifl more healthy" Martha then
told me that she had her first child at about 15.1 asked.her
how her mother found out,Fhe sald "I didn' know thet I would
have a nickney so guick, as you know, you have gal fren, an' you
may not see anyt'ing thém month an you tell you fren and that
fren tell aunother one till it scatter over the distric' an' 1t
seandalise t111 me mother fin' out, then she carry me to midwife
end fin' out fe herself he man Arphur falmer, hide himself
say him freid fe Dr. bill, But him worse than me today becayx' him
a walk with stick. She sa2ld she was not afraid when she was
about to have the chlild "God put it and God take it out" .
Fivat Marriage  Mertha's first husband - Houstan: lartha met her first husband
A 0 ! in "arsop, he 1s really from Albert Lown, when I asked her 1f
@h)h?mwﬁh

she loved him, she said "Some time some a the man ihem love the
wonan more than how the woman love them and when you know say
"Bltter Ffg#AFL sroun' can' bear pumpkin’ you # jus' have to
combine. From his comins here him give me the words of marriage
him never take 1t back and him die with the love". After 1 year
and 5 mos. of marriege 1life Houstan dled, he got a cut from a
maschett and was blood poisoned.

Martha's second marriage: Mr. Wilmouth and Martha have been
married "Dccember gone 1 year "  lhen I asked her vhere they
met shé seld "The truth is the truth, him could a be me firs'
husban' him was talking to me long ago, but thorush freckle mini
we leaviout one ahother, -nd me find anétber man and married,
and him go and live with a woman, and them have 4 children.
After me husban' dead him come bagk amein and married to me same
one" ., I then asked her which one she loved more, her reply wes |
"The two a them good this one 1little bit better than the firs'
one beeause him heve him own 1little piece o' lan' " She evaded
the question of love altngether, or perbeps she did not hear
what I said, She went on to tell me that she would like to
bave a child for her busband "a2l1l my working is in vain but 1f
me hewe one fe him an me dead him wil| get Bha' me work fol

then me work won' bhe in vain. " Martha has 2 of Wilmoutn's
children living with her and also her son.f

Viols Thompson (Mrs) Viela had 2 children before she was marriec
Mrs, Re s21d "The man come and ask fo' her but I never serticula:
. Te them married because the man is a adventist me na tell no lle
ghere i1s a be- 'pon them him A1d really come in boldly an' ask fe her but a me
def that 1T never like 1i'", A1l her children are Thompson's. (4) She is
some people now expecting enother. When sg@h entered the kitchen where her
especlally pregjmother wes bollline castor oil her mother said "Mine you eye you
nant women no Vie". she replied "tha's alright”.

look at the Famlly lide:

011 while it Other information: > Vrs. Rowe sald "You sece we have manners fo'

1s belng boiled one another jus' as the pickney them 8ay Auntie Vie or Sister

1t will either \yartha me szy the same. The plekney them good, you ha' you

be spollt or the) plekney them wha God gl' you, CGod wmnow wha' Him do, son-in-law
beated 01l nuts ‘an' son tumble down in 2 me proun' fe! work wuppose me didn' have

will not ykeld them. Ydu wan' see all when Christmas come, everyBody roun' me

nownwt | -

the correct them only wan' hear say me Lead a hurt me every body come roun'
amount mé .
Church affairs: "Erskine was & nlee man but them give him a bad
' name, this Minister wife leave him fo' about 2 year, but him =ood
/devorce though, some other man would a devote/her” One of the dsughters

then sald. "No minister can' get devotion”
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It's rather interesting to note that Mrs.Rowe was engaged in

sewlng while looking after the castor oil, and she kept on
doing her work throughout the conversation. Castor oll is
novw being sold at 1/6 a pint. :

Mrs .Thompsonf started to play with Mrs.Wilmouth's pet dog, -

the dog licked fher mouth and her sister ssid " Them say if
dog 1lick you motth you wi' have toothache." "Some people say
you musn' pet u»n dog and you no even have not'in fe give pice
ney, but I know I see 1ln a my fourth book that you mus be kin
to dumb animel, an me love me dog’. '

Mrs Rowe's grandson wants to go to Amerlca eand one afternoon
while I was there he sterted to talk to her about 1t, so she
asked him why he wanted to go away ®30 she sald "Me wi' live
an: dead fe me dlatric', me make up me min' fe dead and berry

va" .




