Case History 59.

PD. 27. SD.22 Household 17.

Devis. percivel. Pead. M, ¥ _33. vermer. Mixed Term.
" sybil. mife. P,M,26. HomemeKer..

n winston. 8Son. w. e, 8.
L Josetta - Dzu. F.S. 5.
¥ v Ena Daw, F.8. 3«

I met Mrs Devis carrylng her beby in ner ecws &t the howe
of Mrs Theobsld Rutty, who is her next door neighbour.Tn
the pourse of conversation Jlearned thet Mrs Futty's d zugh®
er, Flvie, has her third cnild, & five-day old infent, by
Kenneth Murrey, Mrs bavis'! brother.
Mrs Davis is & young, mcatly dressed, intelligent women .
ef.I.C.H. No 53. . who would be ¢ good informant. (See Mrs Rutty's C.7. No 53)
Fether: Semuel Murray. Fas land besilde Teilor Murrey's. Hes
& son ealled Kenneth Marray.
Lend: The Bencnes heve diec outwith Penemwe disecse. P.T.
is worse then Leaf spot. It is in the ground. You ce
control Teef Spot by spreyiug. You ceonot do enything
ebout P.D. It rots the root. You have to give up the
land snd then plent sowething else.-

C zhe is the best crop to plent. Cene is elweys
in rotztion.. You can kecep thc same plants for over
ten yezrs. Whilst they are cared they will come beck
&s good.

Mrs Devis szid her nusbsnd wes workirg on thelr farm. They
hed had two good ralns snd he was plenting yem. T arrengec
4 to call back end see her, :
By the tite I had gone down the Parochisl rocd howcver it
was mid-day end I wished to write up my notes beforc edding
tc my meterizl, T cclled in and found her with & hend ker-
chief tied round her hezd 3o aer kitchen. Eer old mother
e welldressed old ledy in & wide het,well-set up end eclso
intelligent looking wes in tne &ard end introducec herself
to me. I explalned that &s 1t wes now dinner time T would
rrs Devis/ prefer to come back in the cvening. fhx/s=id she would be
plecseda to see me sny tine,
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The £itchen Ihis 1s a pateh=work quilt of boards nailed toget=
er, It was built by lr Davis in “ovember when he returned from
the Stated and cost about £4,10, without including cost oflabour
Jt took him about 3 days wokinf 3 hours a day about, I asked

what he would reckon his day worth and he saild 3/- per day.

Land round ‘ouse:This 4 acrecontains the house and kitchen,
There 1s a roomy path from the road to the buildings, There
is a small scattered flower garden,

Heked how may roots of Pananas he said he dig not !mow but he
calculated probably about 100 plants, (It i1s odd that I have not
yet found a cultivator who knew exactly the number of trees of
any one crop growing on his holding), fle has about 50 coffee
trees, He grows tomotoes but the drounght and heavy rains alter-
nately killed them out, (There are some fair ones growlng there
now/ .

(11) One square Chain "bootom side the Post Bffice near Tailor
Turrgys, He bought this in 1945 from Kefineth lMurray who 1s his
wife s brother, He pald £22,10/, It i1s good land "along the road”.

Work : Chiefly works on it in the mornings and evenings as it is
near his home, The wife waters the cabbages,

Crops Y“rowns: Bananas, Yams Cabbages,
Pananass: 25 roots

Yams (negro)l5 hills,
CabbagesI 500,

Economic Trees: 2 Preadfruit; 2 Coffee; 2 Pimento,

(111) 12 acres at Bottor Yard =- down Bottom Warsop on Parochial
raod leading to He~tor's “iver, Yne acre of this land (all
of which belonged to his father) was given as a "dded of
gift" to kim his first grandehild -- Davis' son Winston,
The other % acre Davis bought from his father (Refford
Davis, who lives there) for £10, (Note: This is clearly
not an econoric price, Worth looking into any brothers
or s ister with claim on father's land),. '

Crops: Cane and Bananas,
200 Roots Bananas, No Panama disease there,

Economie trees:"Plenty of llangoes," 2 Pimento; 2 Jackfruit;
Bamboos, (These he sells for Yam stieks, 20/= per
100eWhen ripe they last two or three vears, (Doubt
this), X¥mskchezuimimx®ulk mosnxshimel and thenxthey
Mr Pavis was convineced that it was important to cut
Ranboos when the moon was dark if they were to last,
“If you cut in the moonshine worms (termites) eat it

when dark nights they dont eat 1t", I asked why? He
sdid "Maybe when it is darik nights the worms sleep,
and dont eat; when it 1s bright moon thev see and
eat," e then hesitated, as if not sure of his
reasoning and sald :"Or maybe it is just nature,"
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1lv) 2 acres rented on Allsides: This plece 1s about 1% to 2 miles
from his home, on the left hand side of the road through
Allsides in Durham,
acre

Crops: £/in Cane,
550 Yam hills in 6 square chains,

Work: He emppoys hired labour all the year round == one man
whor he pays either 3/= per day or by the task, He
weeds, chops grass, cleans, hoes, digs yam hills,

r informations works the sugar mill,

of cane reaped, This labourer works for him on Monday to Thursday and

produced;
hip of mill;
f plantirg
ane,

Lsory:

less $72,
$114,

lta Z:x
Le

. $235,
£ B9 about,

on his own ground on Fridays and Saturdays,

Experience as a fa m Labourer in the U,S,

Davis sald he had worked in the States for six months last year,
1s wife gave the exact dates : 1l4th May to 15th November,
e had enjoyed it, '"hen 1t became cold he longed to get home,
He wonld lile to go again, He made money and had put it to good
use, He talked freely and clrcumstantially about 1t and I needed
to put very few questions,

He had been first o ‘ndiana, (picking peas) then &fter five weeks
toBeever Dam in Wisconsin (also pieking peas). Then to Sturgeon
“ay, plcking cherries, Asked if they eat a lot of the cherries
he sdid No, they prevented that, hecause they sprayed the
trees, “t was not done to prevent theilr eating them though, Here
his wife laughed and said lhey couldn't let them eat them
After SturgeonBay back to Beever Dam, reaping sweet corn,
(He had not been tempted to try and grown sweet corn since he
came back), Then to ‘‘ichegan, reaping carrots and celery,

in a11 places he had been in Camps wit} other Jamaicans, At
Sturgeon Bay there were 600 of us in large soldier camp,

Savings : Compulsory and Voluntary,

Compulsory: (dedueted by Government arrangement at source
a nd paid to the Labourer on his return to
Jamaica,
$186 less £3 or {12 a month paid to his w’ fe
during his absence to care her and the childe
ren and look after the cultivations,

Volu tary: I had not thought of there being any addition
Savings he wonld tell mer about but he volunt =
eered would I like Lo know about that too,
Y“e then referred to his w fe, and together

they decided that the amounts sent to her by
him were, first $50, then two lots of $25,
then $10 or $11

Use put, :
1) Repaired fouse, approximately £ 4,
2) Built Xitchen, n 4,10,

3) Bought Furniture, » B30,
4) Bought 2 pigs @ 50/=

and 40/ 4,10,
5) Lent a friend 10,

Total 31. Oe
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In regerd to the last item, Loan %o friend of £10., he said
"It 1s quite safe -- he will pay me back," I dld not ask whether
1%t was on Interest, or with security. : '

In regard to the Pigs: they were barrow pigs, kept for fattening
and then sold to the butcher (Nathaniel Cogﬁland), He sold the
first one for £6,10, i.e., a profit of £4, e other was not

fat yet,

Fowls, There are a number of hens around the vard,

Cows and the J,A,S, He has no cow, Ile would like to have one,

e was a lember of the Agricultural “ociety., He knew about the
Revolving Herd scheme, Teacher (Gayle) had told them all about

it at the meeting, But the trouble was that there were 150 mombers
and there was only one cow, Teacher said they would all have to
build a ecow shed, and plant grass and then the cow would be put

to a lottery, O_ly one of them could geb it, But all of them would
have to nut up the cow house and grow the grass before they

would be eligible for the lottery, He did notthink 1t was worth
while, He would prefer to mmm/his own cow, but he had not the

money yet,

The Society was a useful thing to belong to theoughes They could
get Forks, hoes and nalls through it, They put it up to the
meeting and teacher got it for them,

Agricultural Labour in the States,

He wanted to lnow why there were not so many Yamaicans being
taken this year, I said that I only knew what + read in the
papers, that the Americans did not need so many., Perhaps they

had enough labour with their own men, He said he had notlced

that the Americans did not like working in the fields =~ that sort
of work, 1t was only the Yamaiecsn do'ng it, The Americans soldiers
who eame baek would work say for a few hours every day for two

or three days in the week and then go away and not do any more,

He said the ,amalcans needed the $3 pocket roney on arr val
but t hat they wonld be glad to have it deducted from their wages
once they got to their jobs rather than not go at all,

‘ Mps D, said there were plenty who had done well inWarsop, Her
two brothers, Kenneth and Calvin Murray had both gone and done
well, Calvin had been twice -- once for a year and next ti e
for six months, Kenneth lived in Corporal's house: Calvin near lNr
Record in Bottom Varsop,

-

Mr D, said plenty had not done well -~ had just spreed away
their money, +hey thoug t they could always go back and make morre,
thev saw the way peop e lived in America and spent thelr money

and thought when they came back to Jamaiea they could do the

same but they couldn't, lNow they could not get back and make mowr
Mrs D, here said: "I's like a amaleca saying -- they say log sey
First water you keteh you mus'! wash -= you may never see no

morel"

Family, Birth Control and Courtship,

Children: Winston Davis aged 12 years

Josetta : aged 10 (zirl)

%laine : 7 and 10 »onths
lorma 4,

Sonia - 1 and 3 months,

Whi}e we were talking Davis suddenyl interrupeted what he was
saying to me to exclain " Tess, de baby wakel!" lle turned in the
hammock and began to play on the glass with the baby who was stand

_
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ing up in the bed with its nose pressed agélnst the glass, He
went inand brought her out, She was looking very gerious and

half-awake, he very proud and fond, He spoke an aside to the

wife and handed her the baby and she took 1t on the pat and held
it down to pee, Then She handed it baek to him, They came out
and I took some snaps with the new camera which probably wont
come out., Put they were a pretty picture,

Mprs Davis sald she bought 2 pints of milk a day (8d) for the beb
children., DBoth agreed that millk was necessary for them or they
would notg pown strong and have "hrains", Some of the people
sent their children to school and they were so poorly fed that
they had no brains and could not learn, She did not want to

have any more, He said He did not want to either, But he did not
lmow enough how not to. I said had they talked to a doctor, She
had, he said when she took the last baby to hir, pointing to his
wife, She said the doctor had said she looked too young to have
any more just now, She thought they had enough to,look after
properly, if you had too many you could not educate them == and
education is what counts, He sald he had two sisters who were
nurses in lanchester -- one at Yewport in lManchester and another
at alt-a-bit, Both Davis, I suggested the  might help his wife
with adviece, She sald the doctor was seeing her sz ain and she
wanted toask him how not to have them, !

I asked how they had met and got married, At this moment unfortwn
ately a neighbour passed through and heard him say "She used

to come to Albert Lown where I lived to visit her sister," The
neighbour guffawed and passed on, I sald Did the sister help you
to meet? He said "No, the sister was very ruch against me, You
see she was too young.," Vrs D, volunteered with glgeles that

ahe was not 14 and at school, He had proposed te her when she
came out of school, "She was a pretty thi g then --" he looked
at her, while she went on with pleking peas very coy, "she was
short and broad and == prettyl!" She 1s now still pretty but
evidently thinner than he admires, Thevy were married in 1937,
shanzzfieribesiraposady (Note: 1f she was born in 1916 she was
2% in 1937. There first baby was hmrmxim Winston who 1s now

12, born therefore two years after in 1935, What happened between
her l4th and 22n8 year?

Farm Produce: Disposal,

They sell everything except what they consume, They live off whet
they grow, All they buy in the shopf 1is an occasional 1b of

flour and fish, She said they could get p enty meat here =-- the
buteher lives next door, tThey buE rmutton mostly. At 11d per 1lb,
She buys about 4 1lbs a week, lr “avis cannot eat meat, He has
high blood pressure, He only eats vegetables, They eat their ow
yams and sweeb potatoes and tomatoes, 'hey used to grow kalaiu,.
And their own peas,

Varketing, From 1943=1945 (both concurred in this date but as
usual when it came to dates or facts or figures she was accurate
while he was indefinite) he was a Speeculator in produce,

.There was then no truck to “4ingston and they went by train,

e would buy the yams usually =zk here or someti es at Balaclava,
and take them into fingston to the Coronation liarket and sell
them, There were expenses as follows 3

Cart to Lalaeclava: 1/6 per cwt,
Train from “alaclava to “ingston: 114 per 100 lbs,
Varket *icket for self, week “esaon return, 7/6,
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Once 1n Kingston there were further expenses: i
-Handeart from Railway to liarket: 9d per case,of 5001lbs,

l,B.,Case, The Speculator has to ourchase cases
(wood n packing cases) to pack the yams in at

rams are packed loose Lalaclava to send them on thetrain, These cases
12 carf which takes he has to pay for, After selling the yams in
from Warsop to Kingston he has to send these back empty to
1lava, Lalaclava at 10d each,

seipts/

liarket Dues: 6d per 100 1lbs

The cases are packed "high" and a ecrocus bag put over,

The Speculator does not make very much,

He Davis caculates that when he used to buy yams here at 15/- per
ewt he used to sell them at 25/=, 'lhen the local price went to
20/~ he got 30/= =-- 10/- per cwt, When his purchases amounted to
£20, he would nett 25/- to 30/- on the transactlon,

Mr Davis asked what sort of yams I liked -- did I eat them? I said

I 1liked all kings but I thought yellow yams were the nicest, He

Ehen inquired whether 1 was still at "the top house" and whether
would be there on Tuesday =-- he had to go to the field on

Monday, Puzzled, + sald yes, e gaid he would send me a yam as

a present on esday if would be there, I thanked him,

Mrs D, said she was sorry I had not seen the other children to=
day but they had gone to "school" (Sunday), 3he said Teacher was
"zood in religious and good in social" int he village, le had not
been there long but he ftook an interest int he children, lr D,
added he works in the Agriicultural society toos

Mr D, agreed that it would be useful to himself to keep an accouh
of his net incmme from his cultivations, He had never done 1it,

e had thought of 1t, The "Agricultural"” suggested 1t, The
subject arose when we were disuesing the cost of h's kltchen
when he assessed his labour at 5/— ner day and Ihis wife protest-
ed snd said that was what you paid a labourer, I asked what he
thought he mad per weelz ont of his frms, He agreed to keep a re=
cord of immamm/and expenditure for one year, including hours and
davs worked, 1 said as 1t would be of use to the country to,know
these faets inthe case of a number of farmers I wuld pay 10/=
for a complete record if he re 11y kept it for a year, ‘e sald
he would start it, I think 1t m'sht be possible to show him
how to do it very simply and by encouragement to get something
from him,




