i B - 2 g s> e

Robinson Icema Head F.,M., 43, 10,8 Farm Labourer 50
”  Hewmerde Son M,8, 8 .

”  Joyce Dau PEa e Ind,Case Hist, &0,
21l.1V,.47,

~_ Interview,

| L } J.O.-!- T.O.

i aLi el An oldish woman was sent by Hisc Clarie to get some

food, She asked to come end see her in her house, Ylas inter-

viewed,
Location of her lirs,IJcema Robinson is 2 neighbour of Campbell Berris.
house. She lives near-by, in "i{lmouth Town.
. Family.relations Her husband Robinson left her, He”travels arouand the

and femily history. world.” He maltretts her, when brought by Police Constable
to pay maintenance to her. She does not know where he is now .
She married him 19 years ago, Had 7 seven children, but
2 diede Tvo children stay with her: mmexhoxxsmdxemexgkri a
boy and a girl. The girli, Joyce, 1s 9 years old; the bov,
Hamford - 11 years, One of her girls,Ede Robinson, is "taken
as her own,” by George Wiltshire, She stays ”as in ward”
with ¥iltshires.”She is not yet off age. She stopssshool”al-
rcadye Another chilgd of her, Vincent Robisnsonwas st a
poor house - with his bad leg.” The Poor House is in Falmo-
uth, "He is a big young men, Come off age,” Emkxsha He left
the poor house slready, but she does not know vhere he is
how and he Xk makes his living. The a¥dex eldest daughter,Ivy,
S?Ivy 1s 21; she 1s off age.”/ ™went awgy; she did
go to Kingstonj anywhere she go to teke a little work; she
stay with a lady.”
He was born in 7ilmot Town.
Family Origin, Her mother was Mendez, but she died young., Her father
was Alfred Carter. He 1s no more alive. She does not remem-
ber her grandmother.”l have it in paver, I dont remember,”
History of the family She does not know how wmueh land she has, She will show
property. the tax-recelpt and we shell find it.
The lend she owns was bought by her husband. He bought
it in two portions: first ome, and later on the second,
The first one was bought from Stewart Carter, who was the
brother of her father and the uncle to her. The second one
was bought from Jessy Carter, son of Stewart Carter and her
gousin, "It was all in the family. He bought the land from
Jessy Carter good time ago. He bought it before he marrbed.
Thon he hought some more. He bought from Jessy “arter and
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House., The house they live in is broken. ”Broke down little

grass-house.” There 1s a whole in the roof and the rain pours

into the room, ”If 2 strom ecome 1t capsize.” The house

was bullt “good time, good time.” She has no money to repasir

it. Someteimes people help her to do necessaery repairs,

”Good people come and put & 1ittle grass,”

Sickness,

She 1s sick after being beaten hv her husband. % 4ig

work hard, he broke me down, He was bed man, He give me lick
at this side. Licked me down.” She was unconscious - a nei-

bour came end put her in bed, From that time on she is 1)1,
I cant work,.”
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Sickly child.

Their house.

I met Icema Robinson en the read and we went tegether
te her plece in Wilmeuth Town. She cenfirmed semeimfmrmziden
piexmiisivwsrEsyexpakrpreyinsxd » previeus infermatien cen-
cerning her family and added scme new detalls,

e o

only teo children stey new with her. The eldest daugh-
ter stays with Wiltshire - she was taken £z by them - and with
this child she has no trouble. A beoy is in Falmeuth Alwheuse.
He has lame foot., £miy The girls who xxixs stays with her
is 9 years old, She goes to the school, but izzkiyxshexst net
the last days, The was ill, PThax Jcema Reobhinsen teck her te

\,

the dector and preescribed her seme medicine /a mixture and pills/:

but he said that the chief treuble with the girl is undermeuri-
shuentes She asked Miss Eda te give her milk /3d.per tin/, but
Miss Eda sald that the girl must ceme every day te get her milk
on the spet., ImmmaxxmidxxExxImemxxRobiwze And the girl is tee
weak to gpEximrkhexxehoei be able te ge each day te Miss Egas,
Ceuld net she get the milk te be taken heme? The girl will get
all the milk, they will net eat it, I sdvised her te de as
Miss Eda instructed hepr to de,

On our way to Wilmeuth Tevn we met her sickly daughter,
goeing with a basket and two empty bettles te & shep. She carried
a shilling teo pay in the shep. Is she geing te buy semething
for then? Vo, she cees te bring semething for & neighbeur-
they sent her te de shepping. It 1s net fer I'iss Icems and her
children,

We reached Miss Icema’s place im Wilmeuth Tewn., It is
situated on the northern boundary ef the cusrter. It is a small
grass=-hut, with floor and ene window, The house was previuesly
on ancther X spet, But it was destreyed and mmwxixxmewvsd rebuit
recently, Almeost the whele of the space was taken by 2 weeden
roughly censtructed bed, covered with a sheet. There was just
one chair fimxiwe /it was pather 2 tiny shert bench/ and nething
more, No table and ne trunk £e er bex te keep famlly pessessiens

"ine A small ¢riangular shelf was henging in the corner ef the »m

room with eme plate, & cup and a2 pair ef speens merxbmsid en it,
In frent of the heuse there was a priwmitive”barbecue” en which
seme pets and empty tims were placed. There was ne kitchem in
the yard. &4 heargh- stene censtructien wes made behind the

heuse - there were traces ef fire there and breken bits eof pet
indicated thet cooking is dene usually here., liss Iceme explaind
kol that in case of rain the ceeking is deme inside the heuse,
The walls and especially the Xmmar the thaotch-walls of the reef

were cevered with seet. A newspaper stuck te en&h:frgga wallal
was clea

overe the bed ade d_the i

a nicoiy swep%.rﬁ’ﬁere vevasngjédaiggr Jg; En“"s‘i&é oEXEHEX Ik xWwax <P ke
On the fleoer, at the entrance inte the reem, and en the deeor
black creosses were painted,



Their farm. The surrounding of the houso loeoked nice and phaunt.;

Their f&miiy
budge te

There were scvercl hessx old breadfrult trecs around the house
the ground overgrown with the pgrass, A hadf
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bod of /uw aus/ wes to the left from the house and

in the roar of the possessione There wore altogether abeout
30 yam hills ovor thore, liss Ieeme explained that Kmxismx
her land is not vory big, Just 3 end 1/2 scuave chains, The
yan hills were dus by her 11 yeers old bey and he alszo planted
the yeams, 3wes Nothing wes planted in bewteen, but there
EEPs wore sono swoet potatoe plants eovereing the greund,
To the right one sould sse some gungoe peas., Thoy were te yeoung
to boar eny 6rovs, The mwber of bread f™iit trees vas mmix
g:en by Miss Ielleda as 9 All of them are yellew heart bread
1ts cnd she semi does not expest teo get eny fruit frem them
before Bocembor, Hm Them theywill lsst sovreximntely till
April end only in this seaason she has some breadfrults ef her
ovne The yellew yam cam be hervected from Jemuary, How she hxs
nuxfomt pots ne feed from hoy tiny plantation., Therewés slso
zmmxenfs a tlny coifee grove under the breadfruits, Shmxmses
 The land 1s not owned by liss Fmkd:k Teema, It belongs te her
hushend whe descprtod hey and now giges no support te her,

Miss Icems kmx is on the Peupers Iist and she pets 4 =hi
1llinks weekly for herself and hey twe childreh, “he cammet werk
- she is 111, 411l thoipy expences are covered frem Rirksyiwex
theso 4 shillingse. Neighbours help her frem time te time and
this is how cho ean uenage. She has no crops now and all the
sun is spont chicfly on shop-food,

She mepw: was shepping when I met hey om the read and
she displayed to mo tho inside of her shopring lmsyiex basket
/it vas & nice now round besket/e she ccolred it evidently
culte rocentiy: lest® €imo I met her en the read some three er
four wecke apo she ecaPyiod heyr shopoings in hands/, She beught

the fellwing things to-days

1 1b, cermmeal 5,5d,
1/2 1b. sugnxr 1.5d,
1 pint of oil S04,
1 supar hoead 2950 e
1/2 boef 1b, - 3,044
fish fowr 35006
mtt@? f@l" lpg‘d.
gcap Lro S50de
salt /1/2pide/ 1,5d.
Together she spent 23,00e Ie0e almest half éf‘ vhat

she get as her mekd woelkly rellef,

This food will keop her fer two days, i.6. Saturady

ang Sunday. It is for two ciays for ne and 2 children )
Mondey I have nothing,” « By

-
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She ussvally spends on shop-feed over 3 shillings waskyx
weekly, HerxzfEhx She meve xxxhex the fellweing items as her
weekly food expenees: 1 1b of cormmeal « 5,5de 1 1b ef flour
- 555d¢ 1 pink of 0il = 2 or 3d, 1 1lb.of sugar - 3 de 1 pint
of s2lt « 2,5d, 1 picce of mtton = 10d./épprex.1 b/ 3 pie-
ece of fish for 3d, One sugar head - 3d, Tegether it makes
more then 3 shillings end the remsider is spent als=e en feed,
To-dsy she bought seme beef - 1/2 1b fer 3d.enly. It was am
ocesional purchase - the butcher seld it te her fer a cheaper
price, It was a bit of cew’s mouth, far Frem being fresh, Its
smell poisoned the atmesphere areund,

Their meals, Mise Icema coeuld net eiplain te me e-plicitly what they
_ mxk have regularly fer their mealsy Last Thursday children

had enly tea en the merning,. Test Friday she managed te give
then tea and 1 penny bread to each, She dees met ceek any
meal fer the brekefast /moon meal/. Children have usuzlly “a
little pieece of cane”, &ha She dees net eat ayything feor the
nosmEx nid-day meal; just has ”a little ceffee . Iast Friday
she cecked feod fer the evehing meal. She cesked a piece ef yam
given her by Mrs.Breoks and the bey feund im the gardeh twe
sweet petatoes, which were added te the yam, Te-day - Satur-
dey = chidlren had just seme tea en the merning - they did net
oat anything te cat; as she had ne meney te bhuy bresd., New she
will ecock for them ”a little perridge” - it will be wade ef cern
meal; she miges cormmeal with the fleur and when she has any
butter, she will add to it, She has”ne milk te put in”, Te-
morrow /Sunday/ she will make seme durmies /durbs?/ /they are
ecalled else Jehny eakes/ masde of cermmesnl and fleur, Fer the
eveing meal she will coek & seup: ”f1 ur with the little beef”,
Ske has ne potatees and ne yam, She went buy any yam Rmx¥ 71t
selling se dear, I cant buy ne yaws”, Last Thursday she cesked
for the evening meal "a little twe bresdfruits”. This was all,
"xou havent mvry ovéry téwe te buy evrything.” ”Net every=-
merning c&n find penny te buy bread.” I never ate breaksfast -
Yaid Miss cems of herself - enly drink a littleceffee. Theugh
the day we eat ne breakfest, because we havent, Only if it
ceme to th evening we cook the meal,” Easch day it is ”the saue
shep-feed - cormmeal snd fleur”,

Family pessessiens,

HMiss Iceme hes enly ene dress ani eme shirt: ”The cevern
ment give it to© mo; 2 plece - ready.” There was "ne pay” fer it.
She hes ono karghizmfyxfup hesd-kerchief made ef calice., “he pa#d
it 1/94. per yard,

The girl has only ene dress, “It is made by the sswe Viss
Carter /her sunt/. 2/ a yard and 1/2 yars ef pink. She /Miss
Carter/ never charges me., She make it fer 9d.

The boy /“emrod/ has only eme pair ef treusers and ene
shirt. She bought materiel for it paying Rixshiitimpxfar thex
together 3/94 for it and 1/9 fer the werlc, . |

Both children ”have nething te put en” when their dres-es
ere dirty. They stay naeked at heme mmix¥ till Mise Rebinsen is
ever with washing and drying,

The boy has ene old cap /half tern/ - 1t was net beught,

it was given to him by somebedy. The girl’s hat is alse:” -
bedy given that.” . e
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3 1so snother mew hat,with a ribbem. It has been
boughtb?gcggglﬁ.'O”Tg-day I went to pay fer it 1 shilling”,
The has cost eertainly moere thet that. At least seversl shil-
lingse.

" Mise Icomam got to-day frem the Nurse twe plieces, each
1 end 1/2 yard, of thick cleth /which is used te make matresses
or pillews/, She wanted te make a dress fer Jeyce =nf frem
thet. But Joyce protested: “it®s tee =% thick™, She certaimly
weuld net leok smayt in such a dress,

The list ef their pescessions is cempleted with Xkm a
piliew and a sheot, cevering the bed, The pillew is filled
with the strew. The sheet is mede of ene yard ef flamel /fer

2/./ and 2 yards ef ealice /1/9d. per yard/.

Jeems’s daughter, Joyce, was really underneurished and
Teacher instructed her Lo cewe mvrx day te them te have lunch
at his house. She vas given everyday & lunch,imxkx but sewme day:
ago stopped coming to the scheel and t® the lunches, lle heard
she is ill, ,

Miss Eda know: well Ieens and her family, Icewms had

& ehlld yesrs ago = it was an outside child, a beye. “he married

2 Denicl Robinsen, xha for whem she had 4 er 5 children.
Daniel Robinson did not like his wife’s eutiide child. He
illtreated the boye When he was 5 years eld, lMiss Eda teek the
boy end he was steaying with them, e was sent te the scheel
and vas the mest premising pupil, They plsnned te send him te
the secondary scheol and & friend ef them preniszed te take all
the trouble ef Rix prepering him te the exsminetiens and fix-
ing hiw in the scheol in Christiana., SwrBwkxkhexbeyxizxzxrser
mugx Unfertunately his mether emd his slather checked this
plane Une day, when liss Ede stayed away frem Warsep, Paniel

- Rebinsen ceme te their heuse /it was still st the Missiem

Heuse/, teck all the bey’s clethes which were being dried
after washing, and persuaded the bey te ge hxek back te the
parental home, He had seme geats and wanted the bey te lesk
after them, The step-father did- net change a bit, He con-
tinued Te beat end illtreat the bey. AmdxsewerwemkthsxzfixIwema
sawaxaguim The beoy ren Ue Christisna amd werked fer ether
people, Icoms care to lliss Dde asking her te take againm the
bey te her house "just to sveep the yard”, but Miss Eda re-
Pusaed,e -

Robinscns “eidest child was & girl, Her name was Ivy,., She
stayed with Toccher Byke, for whom she werked, butteacher Dy-
ke complained that she was & mmmximwixk nuisance. The girl ran
way from Vawrsop t0 Christiens, where she was reaming abeut
until she found & man with wvhem she lives now,

They have alse & boy, vhe is syphilitic, Fe has lame
feot, & eripplc, and stays in Almhouse in Falwmeuth, A1l the
family is syphilitice.
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Icera was knewn &8 & very careless mether, Miss Eda re-
nerbers how mmag ence mix walkimg mear her heuse she unexpec-
tedly came across ene eof her little childrem, lying smd in the
bushgxxsx and dyinge. The child was left without any pretect-
dons it wes swollen and beaten by ants, dirty and stinking.
It was & littlc beby. It died a few days later eome. 5

low only 3 children of her stay in Warsep. The eldest,
Eda, is with Geewge Wiltshire, OShe is met a pleasant girl,
alweys roady to dntricue and tell lies. Recently she breught
two chickens for the sale te Mlss Eda, Cme ef them has & leg
eaten by mengeese., They refused te buy twe of them, but were
ready to buy the healthy ens. The girli wemt te Wiltshires and
teld a2 story xbmmixthswmpxuhishxwesxaffax which made Wiltshires
te feel offended, They went the azawe evening te Wiltshires,
because they wented te buy the chikken, and hwrsxkhnmxpiriizx
Ximuxwx 80 they leavncd whet wes said by the girl, lbps,7ilt-
shire =a2id the®t it is met fer the first time that the girl
causes thewm treuble by her lies, :

Mise Eda weiused teo give te Tcema tinned milk te be taken
homo with her, She is cemvinced that the weman eats herself the
milk, Sho asked the girl te come every day te thes when geing
to the schoel or coming back and te have her glass of milk en
the spet, The Bk girl wembtxdsigl had Zkei» her imsjjax lunches
with the Teaechey, so she could ceme =lse evory day te them,

But %k this evidently did net suit Icema, sinece the girl was
stepped from going te the scheol xw and te the lunches at Tea-
cher’s house,

Icema Robinson, "Icema is & schener” - seid liiss Bda, They knew her well
in Warsov. She is laways going areound amemg the neighbeurs
and berssingl.ferxsanithie They dent like her. /thx peeple in War-
sop/e Itern”s real mame 1s Delils and she is knewn under
this neme in Warsep, Her maiden mewme is Carter and she belongs
to Carters ‘fanily, Her parents died lems age. “he had 2 bre-
thers and two sisters, (ne ef her breothers merrisd Wilhelmine
Carter, anether either died er left Varsep. Cnly ene ef her twe
sisters is alive., She is marpied te Claudy Rutty. There was
still anether child stying with this family: Isaac, her sis-
ter®s child, He also left Warsep and is =k Mew im Christisns
Pimecking abeut”,

Delila’s husband wes meither s geed husband ner = geed
father, lie nsed to beat and meltrest his wife as well as his
children, He was imprisenned after heving cemmitted sewme
theft and taken to Falimeuth, Hence he pet his mickmame ”Dan
Falmouth”, He left Icems sbeut ¢ years apge. liobedy kmews where
he is new, lie does not give any help te his children,



