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" P.D. 28. Sd. 10. Household 88.
- Farm
Allen Emmeline Head F.W. 38. 9. 6 Farm labourer M. /
"™ Florence “Pem, F.He 18
" Ruby Dan. F.B., 8
" Zarabelle g PBe X
White Claris " FB. 3
" Cecil -Ben = M8, T
Campbell Elen. Nephew M.S. 2
Interview
6.4.47. We met Ruby Allen at the mainroad just at the par.
Int .Ruby Allen road to Allsides. She rushed to us and vdlunteered to show -
J.O. & T.O. us the water spring from which water is fetched. We follow

ed her. She showed us the houses around, named thelr ow-
ners /vide the map and data on the map/. She gave us some
data copcerning her family histpry during the talk at the
water spring, It was interesting to learn that she knew by
names and surnames all the people libing near the water:
spring and she knew also thelr nick-names.

Ruby Allen is one of six daughters of her mother.
There is also a boy in the famlly - little one. He is more
than 2 years old. fheir house 1s on the left side from
the road going from Mrs. Brissett's house and towards Troy
and 18 at a distance of about ten chains from this house.

She 1s employed now by Mrs. Allen, the Postmistress, as
the servant. ~She 1s busy among others with carrying water.
She comes on an average slx times a day to fetch water from,
Breda Gess Spring. Sometimes 1t 1s less sometimes more tha
6 times. At 9:30 a.m. when we were at the spring she went
already for the second time this day. She learned to carry
wafer on her head from early éhildhood. Mrs. LTena Allen
is no relative to her. 2

Previously she was at school. She 18 out of school
only for the first year. She attended the school from the
Tth year of her 1life until she was 15. Wheh she was at
school there were no "houses" in the school. "Since I
leave they statted the houses".

Her first jJob after the school was at Mrs. Brissett.
"I came to Mrs. Brissett and worked for her. I worked for
her and she sent me to the doctor. I worked for the doctor
I liked the doctor very much. I carried the medecines for

him and kept people quiet. And I washed things for him,"
Asked, she agreed that she would_like to be a nurse.

"I was working very late., Jlrs, “rissett gave her
eight shillings a month, "The doctor paid to Mrs. “rissett,
but she did not give me the monev.'" She
did not pav her all she should and even now she keeps some

money of hers, " I was working for the doetor 3 months
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Now she is working for Mrs.Allemn. She gets 24/,
monthly. Sometimes also a lunch, Soretimes her si=ter
brings her aizxmxsximmsk her Iunch, She sleeps 2t hoeme,
She does not spend all her earnings and keeps her say-
ings at hone.

There is & new doctor in Warsep mow. “A little
girl who is working for Mrs.Brisset, 1is helping the

@octore”
First visit e visited Fmily All- 1°s house casua en our
18eIVe47e wey back from the walk te Hecter’s River. /" or seme
Je0et TeOe particulars, see Village Tepegraphy file, Walk frem

the Villaze Yemtre te its Beumdary/.
; Emily Allenm steopped us end invited us te visit her

Begginge kitchen., She shewed us a pet of seup beilimg on the
fire, exnlained the centent eof it and derleored her po-
vertye. She put emly seme reets imte the pet /yams, sweet
petatoes, ceco ete/ and has nething te seasen this
mecl, The meal 1z for her children, they ret nothing
but this soup. She was little imclined te talk any ether
subjeet that her peverty. She tried te pet seme memsy
and was promised te be sent seme ether time, since we deo
not ecarry money with us. Them she shewed her dress /which
was dirty ard in rags/ and cemplained that she has neth-
ing but this one frock, Swuaxmim “he asked to glve her
or to buy & new one, She admitted that she has alse &
sunday drees, which 1s clean and nice, but this ef ceur-
se is only for festival occasiens, and net fer daily
USBC e

Burnett White,

her cl.husband. Vipe Jimi1ly Allen admitted alse thaet she lives with
Burnett "hite, with hem she has chiddrer and whe be-
longs to the family. But she gets “me help frem him,nme
krelp,lam.,” "hat help can she get frem him? She was dis-
sapointed evidently with our misjudpgment of the capaci-
tizes of lr . ,Burnett "hite,
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Visit fromm Ruby Allen tried te invade eur recem seferal times
Urs.Allen’s efter our visit te her mether, She was szent away ceming
fanily. in mest inappropriate mement fer receivimng wvisits,
Begpinge Then on ¢ merning a girl ceme whe was trying to

convinece ry wife that she premised te send her mether
6d., She pave her mname as”’hite”, Simce my wife did met
remernber eny Mrs., hite te be proemised €6d., the girl

was sent away.xmixxzmk Ruby did net try te invade eur

room againe ©She asked enly eccasienally te take her
with us, '
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I met Burnett White imxfrmmk deing seme gardening
in front of their fanily grass-heuse, X He boring with
his machette small shaloow heles im the greund, about
twe or three yards from the heuse, and trylmg te fix
some gpeen branches in the greund, Three branches were
already fixed in the greund, thexferkhxhwizxwx 2 hele for
the forth ome was being prer-red. I asked Burnett "hite,
vhther he expects these branches te grew reots, ¥mamxx
He deoes noet, He fixes these branches in the greund te
Exkxxxphnshrxzitgw enable a choche grewlng mearby te
climb them. Tkhen he will heve some cheche for the chilld-
IéYie :

Theyheve only 3 scuare chains of land under the
heuse end under cultivatien areund the heuse, He could
net explain vhether the lamd is their ovm or rented,
”The big men hxyx has all the land and the small man has
nethirg and kx hes to scust.” He admitted that this is
not all the land from which they drew their subsistence,
The place belongs to his wife’s father, 1t 1= “her fa-
ther's plece.” There are 2 and 1/2 ecres which in seme
wey are connected with hxr his wife’s residence on this
spot, They belong to her father, “she weorks em her fa-
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ther®s land.

The house in whieh they live was bullt by him, e -
alone did all the work, Seme werkers were hired enly
te carry lumber from Manchester, vhere it was cut, te
thias place, They cerried "1ittle beard and little pest”,
Then sorie neighbours helped him te fix the posts in the
ground and to thaitch the reof, The rest of the work hxx
was dome by him alene, It teok him “ome menth of labour.™
His expenditure in money on this house was about k.4,
The heuse was built 2b,3 years age, It 1s a typical gras--
heuse, hut ruech Xegmr larger than prdinary grass-houses,
Ty Allen’s hemxa old house was deseribed at 1942 Cen-
sus as occupying 96 so.feet, This is at least twice as
bigs if not mere,

¥ Burnett "hite lives here for ”several years” already .
He was net bern here, He is fro Mamchester, mhra where
his "father had land far back in the deep part.” They

~had 3 2eres of land. This land is now in possessiemn of

his mother. There were 1l childrer ia his family. Some
of them stay with the mether . /father 1s dead/’ "some of
them are abroad: ome is in Kinpgston, ome in St.Mary, the
rest at home with the mother.” His mother is 60 mew.

He 1s "the third ome "child ef his mother. He gave his
age as 284 His family in llanchester leads a similar 13-
fe as he leads here: ”they doing just whaet I am doing -

a litgle planting, little cassava, little yams, little
pcas, :
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lps.,Allen was not present at our talk, lMr."hite
did not try &%% at all to beg antyhing er te describe
their poverty imxkmrmxxef in expectation of some Im-
mediete helps He was busy and escaped from the further =
conversation by accompanying me te Jolm Carter, whon
I wanted te see.

Lrs JAllen appeared soen after I sat dewa en John
Carter’s mat at ths entrance te his house, Shaxeamax
texbmg She could hardly stand te lasten te mprcenver-
sation #ith her father, breught thrse little children
with her and interrupted the conversation dwelling upon
her poverty and having nc z2oney te buy semething te her
children, At last she openly asked, and with some impa-
tience tee, te give her some money toe buy semething in
the shop fer the children, mx I pretended net to under-
stand her end then Johny Carter came te rescue and mxwm
acted os the ineterpreter, I gave her sixpence promi-ted
several weeks ago and sho elearod offy Then Jehny Carter
called one of his granishkis: gesoudad grandpicknies,

got some pennie: from hz.s handkerchief a.ncl keeping hkx
pemmias in his fingers, thrust inte girl’s palm, explain-
ed her for a long wvhile what she has te buy and te pay
fore. It was the business of buying bread feor twopence or
£0¢ The mmmprixkt cormission was enacted exsectly in the
sare way in vhich I have seen it when Rebert Johnsen

sent his granddeughter to the shope
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Monday June I6th, I947. Ruben.

Family History.
AP

Burnell White. Head.
‘Enmeline Garter ,nee @arter.
' Common law wife.

Florence Allen Dau .
Ruby Allen. "
Eda Allen, o
Zerabelle Allen. g
Claris white Rau.
White . /
Ceecil i Son
Allen Dau. of Florence Allen.

Burnell White was weeding when I arrived. He told me that
he was born in Manchester and had afterwards lived in Ulster
spring. He said- ' Me move 'long workin ' fe Johnny Carter
+111 I able to hire a small plece a land a him. Me pay him
£I a Year fe 3 aquare cheins a land; it's not so good all
the same but me mus' satisfy onaccount it better than having
none at all. All the same, here is a little better than
Mancheater; the soil seem cooler an if we having drought

the things kee» bloom all the time. All di1s land belonged
one time to-&ohnny Carter's granpa an when he came to dile
Johnny Carter seem to be Away. Other people what was Carter's
from u» 5t. Anne’'s Bay talz over the land on account they

don’' %now Johnny Carter is heir fe the property. When he come
back him talk back the land by force an him had fe trace a
lawsuit 'for him could full claim the poperty.An all those p
people wat help him fight it in law him give =X a little
nDiece a land each fe assistance.Then all the land still with
the Carier's but Johnny mus had fe sell a little land ta '
Masa Briscett fe help him fight the law an then hlm sell an =
s@ll an the land pass off an off . Him got jus aroun 3 acres
leave. Himm property so small hiﬂnot able to rent a outside
person no lands,'

The house was made of thatch; it was ebout 8 ft. by
5ft. and was divided into three rooms. White sald about it-
'I got a few menhhelping when I was making a preparation
to set it up. I give them 2/6 a day en they assist me an
get in the lumber.'/e carried the wood from Manchester on our
head ,The house cos' me rouih £4 to bulld. It tak me aroun’
two months. I git the table an chear fe 20/- by the carpenter
an we don trouble with no costly bed, we jus' tak a board an
make it fe sult our purposes, -

The plckinles are a l1little neglec today on account
thelr mumma not here.She first was Emmeline Carter- she calls
Johnny @arter,Father. I tak her wi four girls an here have
three plickinies fe me. Turn over now to elght plckinles fe
one dauphter, Florence ,jus'got a girl. The manuse help her
with the chil' firs' but he don® trouble again.

All the plckinies keep on room an we keep the other.
Mos' tlmes the Pickinles don? fin' no job.Sometime they ken
work a little fe other people; they don® pay them anythin'

8 consequence. If they don' hev good in them they tu'n out
vuthless,
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We nlant a few hills a yams = not anythin' great fe ve
don' employ nobody to help us . Dis land can't keep me -
me mus' work out wi other people = those that a little
better than me fe obtaln a llittle money fe buy sugar an
cornmeal an milk. We 'carsely ken shif' ourselves as can
other people=- the little pickinies don' hev no shirt fé
change. As thls one dirty up them mus wait on it as it
washe. We jus' keep goin' by the mercy o' Jehovah God.
1os' times I able fe sell a 1little yams to the maribet.

Sometires ken sS2ll 400 or 600 Af the crop turm cut bright
Sometimes only 20C. We wus hire & truck convenlent to cerry
it to merket. Sometimes gl]l flve slx scmebodies load a Em
truck. Then we mus sell here. He (the truckmen) buy the
exount I got an pay me fe 1t. If I got enough f¢ i1l the
truck meseIf I hire him jus' fe ply my yams to market.
Sometimes we get 15/- a hundred, even more, a Tingston.
It even better sell here on asccount we mus' pay the truck
4/66 a runfred. When vhat was the market department was
buylng round here we used to live betieérinow we. jus' hev'
to take what the ot!pr mon offer. Lifec 18 barely opeared.

Th< men thet get all the land 1s the bl-ger nen.
‘e vant lend Lo hire, can be ~ood or not, we mus'

Ann 1T ©

the maschette do an vhat the maschette don' do

r 30/- a scre, or £5 & aore to huy, the least.

Ask=d about livestoek and tools White seid, 'I &
don' teep nothin t 211 , only two 1ittle fowls, I cottin®
the fowls to inerease the breed so0 I not gelting no eges
now. I-got ocne plg, vwe mey oven get £1 Tor him a little
after this.I Tot no money fe spear fe tools, what the hoe
‘ﬂx\? “1 " : :




