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2 pmith, Zadﬁkriuh, Head, M,M,44, F:rmer., Mixed Farm,
. L, Faviss ife., F.li,48, Homemaker,
" FRenne Sone MeS,.12,
»  Ceeil Son, M.,S, 8
. Hngh Sone MeSe 6B
l Veronica Daugy FeSe 3
- Isase, Fath, M,We25,

Cunninghen, Tgbert Brother-in-lsw, ,S5,40, Labourer,
¥  Beatrice Héice=in=law, FeSellOy °
® Hurschell Fephe * * = N, S5.,20 7
» Una leice=-in-law, FeSel2,

e met Zaecchy Smith in Mrs Edna Facey’s yard to whiy he
erme obviously to meet us as he said to me This . is my
house up here, "efound his wife in the yard where some

. ehildren were pleying. There was ginrer dryines on a

- stand in the yard, The house is a very nice three-
appeptment house, “ellfurnished. Sewing mechine in one
room,/lic were asked to go ine/ lirs Smith said her
husband was o Tailore, She said tre Ginger was very poor
this year, .

I did not then krow that there was snother f mily
living in the ome, Conchide now thaet the cultivations
ere done by Cunninghom or with his aid,

House =nd lsnd owned, Prob=bly bought from Mrs B,
Smith impresced on us how neor they were znd hor hard
tiie s were., On this d 'y the Collecter of Taxes was
in Varsop, Smith said he was ”sheort” end cowld not pav,
/Therc is ”grace” u til the 10th liay ~- =fter this there
is a fine for non-payments

omith was & timid, some what depressed person, llarie,
the wife, buxom, well-fed and much better nouricshed than
her husbendSy joined-up in the I+ ot wars served 3 years,

Ve were ccoompenied on our roun's by Mr Lucius Beiley
who weas somewha®? u der the influence”,

My Smith learmed teiloring before tle 1 st Torld ar in
gﬁngstcn. Le Paid LS for his training,

+here wass lot of china, glass and erockery on the table
in the living room,

3f -trade
ces.

I met Mr. Zacharizh Smith at the cricket-mateh this
afternan. His mother died 20 years ago, his fgthcrL?5”¢ﬁe‘
wes during T %orld var in England, France, Belgium Tte]l D¢
dic mot like the climate, he suftéred from cold. me ciroohC
in Rome &nd Weorseille. e

He szid he lesrned his trade in Wors ? oV
There was a tailor here and he used Lg ggrigpf{m 3¥’/
day §nd Seturdey. Tt took him guite & long timé to le:rn—r*
He cnarges 6/ for pents, ¢ 1 for suit - coat and trousers
A shirt is an ressier jobr He charges 1/ to 1/6 for éké“iét
People do not buy ready made clothes, becsuse you 0'5'N£ ~£
thgm here, only in Kangston. The shopkeeper does n~z h:v 4
sults here, because he could rot affard 1t. ﬁvmpkximh'fiem
not enough people to buy ther. p suit lasts 5 or 6 ‘err; ¢
The ready made clothes sre too expensive. Tn ﬂmeric? :kﬁi
ere chezper. When Pco,le go to Americs thg} buy rﬁ'é :ﬁc%
clothes. He bought his sewing machine 30 yeers aé;.ymhégehe
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makes to order he supplies his own thrcad etc. There czre
no dressmckers here, beciuse women sew forlhemselves.

He is & cousin of Mrs. Smith who has two dauchters

in Kingston. /Brother of her deseazsed husbandg/

na

n

... up in the afternoon &nd- saw Zacharich cmith in his yed
I went :in &nd he took me over his cultivetion round the
house znd teiked intelligently about furming for & long
time. Then he got on to the subject of kis gricvences &s
en ex-soldier &fi the 1914-18 War. They had been promised
l1and. He had been given five scres in he cockpit country
It wes guite geood lend for benenas but there wis no reod
end it was impossible to get out thv produce. ‘W& wes
clso very far -- about 26 miles,-- from where he lives
by & very round-sbout way. He had gone there enc plentec
ben:znss. They grew but when he went back wild hogs hed
esten the steins snd felled them, They were £11 destroyed.
There were cbout twelve or more ex-soldiers {row the cist-.
rict. He hcd also money owing him for his e¢lliotment which

he had not yet got.. He got 1/- & dey while on service

but he only drew 64 end was suppposed to get the rest when
he cawe back. He still hed seom owing to him. Tne trouble
was with Colonel pinmock but hin dead &nd ncbody else

know nothing sbout it. But recently he gct & letter from

¥ r Platt in ¥Yandeville. They was to put in their clsims.
He wrote but it is &z month &go and he hed no e¢nsver yet.

He suppoced he would heer..

He showed liis Bsnenes with .reat pride. He had no dise: ®
near the house. The land was fat, He kept the plg therc It
was & good boar. He had bought it for £40 fror & voman
who could not keep it. He put it out to serve et 10/-

or‘a pig. He mostly got the pilg. Fe recred
them., But he.hed not gol & service for t
peopl round hed cocmmon stock ena were sati
He fec the plg oun ceane tops or any bencnes that wer
not s&leable. Be dia not move its pen round. Hec k
there., It has esten down the coffee trees necr whe
was tehered. But it was the only copol spot for it on
C

1 his=s
enltivation. He fed it three tires & day. They cooked
peeling skins for 1t., Soumetices when he wes going rounc his
other cultivations he would taeke it on the rope with him,

He did not know how meany RBanana trees he hod. Bul he
showed .me four good bunches on the tree. They were zll

nine hands. .He did not need to spray. There weas & £
men lived in the house o posite. He wouldlend the p
free but you hed to provide the veter and the blue
end the lime (zskes). But he had no disesse., He got :
bunch & year from zll his trees. He £llowed one or some t
times two suckers of different sizes tou come up. He kille ¢
the ether suckers or the trees would come too thick..¥is
trees were good.

Cane. Cene was a good crop. He pointed to two &f hi hik
ren who were st the cane field with mechettes. One boy we
in the act of cutting out & cane. He said That 1s whet
they do &s they come bsck from school (it wes zbout
5.p.m.) They come back from school anc if there is nothir
else in the house to eat theyugo down to the field end cu
out a cane and eat it. They have the sweet which is good,
ind they are no botheration to anyone.. Cane is very good

=
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to have 1€ you huve children..(I gathered that he wes

~less concerned v1tb ecene &s-8 cash crop than s food for
P

home use.)

Luter Smith fexgribed discriminseted between the crops

es follows to Obrebski: Yams and potatoes is cesh crops;
cene t¢nd behenes is ctaple crops.

Tallor. .8mith 1s alsc & Tailor. He said it wes & gzood
thing to heve sowething else to fall back on. HWe vorks
in his field and in his shop.

His wife doesnot & pear to work in the fleld. c‘he is

glways busy about the housg whenever I pass. They have a
nice home «nd there is elwsys someone chetting to
them In the backyerd. ghe is & fet cheerful r:ther

'silent woman. che offerec me Veronica ,who is :bout 8

1f T would rtske ner"




Interview with
\_ Zgki Smith,.
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Cockpit
land settle-
ments.

B oundary
conflicte.

and the house

e

Zaki Smith stopped us to complain sbout his troubles
with getting beme money from Ethe Gnt which was due to him in
connection with his service in The army in the World ar I and
hetxinpxhizxokdxprranksx and advancing km some money support
to his meem% parents offi the promise of help by the Gmnt, He
eoplained that the land he got for his army service /5 acres/
is fmmp In the deep interior of the Cockpit Country., It is &8
miles from here khroghx of & roadless or even pathless way throuch
the forest and 28 miles by the road, From the road to his plot
it is again 8 miles of ups and downs throgh a roadless courtry.

He has no profit mfxiwt from this land, The way to his
cultivations takes him two days. He can stay there only two
days - as 300y =8 his provisions he takes with mx%X* are eaten
he must hurry beek, Wild boars invade the fields and nothing
can ve saved from the destruction. Banenas are overthrown, yams

Ind.Cas Hist, 32,

‘and corn eaten, It is an exeellient place for shooting blrds

and meny big men come to thédseplaces fewr to hunt pigeaons,
The distence from the road sand the rosdless way prevents him
from bringing what was saved from destruetion by wild bpars
to the merket, He would 1like to sell this land, but again the
land was ellotted to the exservice-men on condition that it
can not be sold,

The zffa¥kwx whole affair was and oldtime business - the
last letbers were exchanged - without any positive result -
In 1938 and it was evident that this subjeect was only a pretext
k¥ex for inviting us to his house and talking., The conversation
EnaEaxwkEhxoomaxnerexx  turned soon to the subject of the
boundary conflict which Mr.,“mith has with Mrs, Brisset,
Mp.Smith has ab,5 acres of land., It is in three pieces
at least /besides his 5 acres in Coekpits/. His father has
a plece of Rand on the other slide of the road. Mr. Smith noved
to this side of the road., He bought a streteh of land under
the house and paid for it 40 pounds., It was long ago. /1!1?2112%2/
He bought also a piece of land /it is any how less
than 1 acre, and probably even less than 1/2 acre/ fmr from
Miss Dawkins, whose house and Zarden is on the opposite side
of the Church, lirs.Brisset bought a pice of land, attaching
to his plot, form lr.Murray and sold this land to the Government.

fence around the @em Church yard, around Mrs,Dawkins land, and
around the mm plot, which she bought from Murray snd sold to the
Government, In this way he is blocked from his plot, on which

he cultivates suger cene. ”She blocked the road,” Aeccording to
the law of the country the proprietor who sells = pice of land
inside his property rmst provide also the road for the buyer.,

He was using the road through Mrs.Davkins laend. /He mmsaixzx wes
using alternately the name of Dawkins or Beckford/, ¥ewx Now Mps.
Brisset "by bribery end pression” makes this women to deny this
facts, The law is with him, He will simply meke his way through
the wires with vhich Mrs,Brisset blocked his pro pertve He had

a talk with a lawyer - a good lawyer - and the lawyer reassured mh
that 1t is his right to do it. He will eall the land-surveyor

to show him his way to his land, FTe wiill not give up, Mrs.,Briscet
has her own business and should be satisfied with it. ”She should
slt quiet and let other people werk and d their business.’

-
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The resson fRExkeExdvingxkhiwxtxxyarx of all these manou-
yres is very simplye If his plot will be”blocked” and and the
access eut to 1t, it will loose its value and he will be forced
to sell it for half ot its real price.
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M r. 7 e ki cmith csme on sundsy morning round 11 e.m.
rfter some rum he became very tslketive znd voluntecred his
life-story. He is much concerned with & dispute he hes with
¥Mrs. Brisset, who wants to cut his access to the field he
bought 22 years zgo. The followi.g is & verbzatim zccount of
what he seid.

n I buy my house 25 years ago. 1 chsain :nd = house on
it for ¢~36.- T buy it from Copeland. Fe reside now in por-
tlend. The field at the bsck I buy 22 yesrs sgo. - 1 of
an acre for ¢7.18f Tt was miss Recky. che sold it to pal-
mer who had 1t for 14 yecers &nd he sold it back to me 22
years £go. T pzid ¢7/10 to RmpEXamd.fre psid wiss Recky
£5.~.- Now an acre of this land would be worth ¢ 50.-.- Tt
has cultivation on it. Ccanhe., 7T wouldn't sell this lsnd to
M rs.Rrissett now. Tt wouldntt worth nothing, bececuse there
1s no access tc it. from
25-yrs zgo I bought house & nd 1 chain/copelind ¢ 36.-

- 22 yesrs ugo T bought & acre from p slwer for g 7.10

in 1930 42 squere and & few roots

of banene on it from

: cunnight B kS
g 1927 " 3 sg.chein from micss Recky 1.10

My futher had 5 acres. He gave this possessicn in my hend.w e
lived in my home. He sell 1 acre of land to ¥rs.Brissett.
My mother was involved with some money 1n the shop.g¥ rs.
Brissett's shop/ ¥ rs. Brissett ask for the l:nd to settle
the account. My father, he sell Mrs. Rrissett 1 scre for
the money mother was involved in the shop. 4 zcres T hsve
sfter my father. YWy father died in July 1944. T bury him
l-st fugust. 1 1 wpy femily fight sgainst me. -¥rs.Rrissett
becks them. Mrs. RBrissett will not give me access to my
field. They deceive themselves. #r.Brissett 1s J.P . Ve know
it - engliish law - you must have uccess to your lznd. The
land surveyor will come. T am his next. T get commission
from him - 2/ in the pounc. When there is & querrel T czll
him.. T collect his money. I alone in the district help
him. 7Tn Menchester he has another men to help him . T work
for him. One year since I work for him. M r.WNetz is well
gcqueinted with the land surveyor. M r.Nete wife is  surve-
yor's aunt. I was with Mr.Nete for the elections. T collec-
ted people for him., - so he look up for me. 1929 M r. Net:
gas golng up, he elected me znd.I gathered people for him.
The surveyor he is Yr. John Meyers from ! lbert Town. vis
father wes Bertie Weyers - he was « strenger in #lbert Town.

His greand-father wes & prescher in the local church. Wice
peopgle. To survey the land it costs: 1 secre - 3 guinezas
1% » bov
20 n 8
25 n 13 i
/he wss not zccurcte 1 chain 4 shillings
pout these Latus/ : 20 ascres 10 guiness.
T will be very pleased on Friday. mnx Surveyor comes

ﬁgy. T bought the chca from Copeland 25 years 2go &n g
*issett wanted to buy it too. T got the land. wrs.
Br. baCu those people to fight me after father died. Now sh e
loese. T administered when my father wes sick. By law T em

heir. There were 2 before me but they died. e
by law. My sister Gertrude plugmer cha pOpClcng?SXOtH%}r?.‘t¢
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T experienced Lurope &nd they cant't beet me, out of my
experience. Tew people ere zre equipped in principle.
we further on advanced , we know better. T must know whet
is due to you. Thatts the princijle. T did not lezrn much
in school but T trevelled and know my principle. T heve
s cuick brein., 7T was 1in Belgium end Pnglend. Tn 71, iver-
pool a&nd & outhsmpton. T was in Merseilles - in Frence. T
come back to Jemslce and T llved in K ingston . cince 71
heve femily. T dont't kex want to have cene, but children
running around and pick it - you feel good. <ince Mr. &nd
M rs, Brissett heve no children - 11 forthemselves.
The man bouting - can put & little ginger in it /sugar/ -
it is nice - quite expensive - keeps children zmusing.. Tn
my gerden T have guevi, rose-epple, Jeck-fruit - plenty
around., Children like to pick them end enjoy - &ny children
pick it end hzve good time. I don't look out for me children
clone. ‘

when Mrs. Prissett staert her campeign, she heve &
gume agelnst me. T wes a young men sporting money but T h:ve
no plage to put me heza. T didnt't ger from fether vwhen T
started my foundation. When T was 14 years of uge fcother di
didn't -give me to buy pents. T was- raising me gocts and buy
what T e&ant, ctearted work. Fzther give me free zccess to the
land. My mother give me & kid and I got 1%7-8 gocts =snd buy
my first suit., Thet was vhen I was 12, My mother give me
& fowl. T rulse 10 chickens. They /parents/ have no trouble
with me. . T caught & mongoose.... T lived thet way till 7
wes 15 years of age. T went to wer. T have my drummer cord
till now. ¥ y bruss buttons. T use to wear ¢ blue tessel.
I have it right now. s»fter T come from wer - from Turope T
g0 Lo Cubs, ¥ was Tor 10 months. T work and could save & 1
litlle money - ¢150.-.-1 T wes working - you know. * nd 7
invest myself. T came from Cubsg in 1920. T buy that l1ittle
money my home. T give fauther sna mother supportsnce. T keep
thet money in Government ceving RBank. When you tpevel you
got an ldea. o

I learned my profession when T wss 10 yesrs old. T
went to & te ylor. ffter a year I could mske ¢ psnt. T hsve
culck brzin. T went to P.n. Brown to lesrn the trazde. de jis
in xingston now, T steyed with him 1 yesr. “ Tter T come
from Tucrope T steyed Rvyexyx¥RVXVAYRURAXX 2 vesrs in ving
ston. T work for & teylor. T get some grzdiuztion from
him. . Fe pay me for the piece. Sometime 17/6 = week{ so-
metime 30/ s week. T ceme to "Tarsop. I started to do ¢
little work/ taoloring/ znd T stsrted to do = little culti-
vetion. When T cen't get a pound from work T get from cul-
tivetion. ¥

¥ y wife and ¥r. Brisset are first cousin. »v wife
wes Mery cunninghem. Wer father was & white men like vour-
self - like ¥r. RBrissett, W r., Brissett's mother raised my
wife., Tescher Gsyle is her god fszther. T meet her in “ing-
ston. che wes working for tescher gayle's mother in l:ow.
I know my wife while we was child here/ in wersop/ T ceme
back / from Turoge/ we wss big people. Tescher is her pro-
tecotr. . Teccher is still ce&lling on her. we were merried
inr Warsop in the Baptist Church. in 1931. . I couldn't a fford

ek
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marry previously - my foundation was weesk. nnly this ceremo-
ny in the wission. The Bzptlist minister - he wes Miss 7dats
father. Miss pde well scquainted with me.: Tt was not expen-
sive. Fee 6/ for the parson, 2/6 for the licence. " ™n eve-
ning at home on Sunday. T invite 18 friends. 6 fowls &nd

10 1bs of beef. - 7e have & good dinner. » few bottles of

rum - of course. A cake. 2 nice evening st home. TU was
cundzy evening. & bout 30 people csme. - My father aznd "eorge
vurrey end Wellace T invited. Brissetts - T didnt't invite.
They zre big shots. Tecchers &t school ceame +ezcher "right

- wuite & nive man like teacher Gayle - guite & nice merry

man.
when we came to principle we like to live by them. If
am sbrupt you won't help me. Wiltshire took me when 1 w&s
3 years old. They didn't sent me to school. T started to go
to school when father obtzined me znd sent me to teilor -
to learn trede, and T go to school too.

Father - he hyvpwghkvikxxx bought the land, 5 zcres.
Foom ME - Brend - he had & shop ¥r. Brand where Mrs.Rrissettts
shPP Ts"now. Futher born in wsrsop. ; 1so my mother. Che
had a portion of land, but we don't look for it, because
people/ who now possess the land/ are too poor to give it.
Tt is & poor land too. WMothert's pesrents from ct.fFlizebeth.
vother died 9th of Mauy - 20 years &go. This ¥Msy 20 yeers -
will be 20 years.

¥ 'y brother diled in 1933. Fe wes older than me. He
lived in wersop. Fe was a cultivator. He start his life by
father. He didn't marry. He hed 4 children - illegitimeate
children. Tvavxyx Two is here now. still living under my
protection. T geve them a litlle leand to meke thelr own
house. They are op,osing me. But T know better them their.
The women whce hes children {or my brother - her n:eme.is
Yertrude Fdwards. Two boys. I don't give them land - only
put them to live untill they come of &age. They must teske
instructicn from me. "hen they are of age 7811 see.

‘Plummer - ny sister is fighting me, from ignorancy.
Sister Diunc she desd. € he live two chilcdren - illegitimete
children. They are with me. T give them food and clothes,

n ena didnt't marry. The father is here - John williams, but
he dont't give to support his children. He mirried z next wo-
man., Father ha 4 6 of us. Rurnell Ccopelsnd is my sister. The-

re 1s erruption in the fumily beczuse they cre not intelli-

gent, If they was intelligent life .1s nice. They spoil the
beauty of l1life. My sister Copeland took me to leéw. There wesa
local vision 6th of December. she should pay #6.12.6 .: ‘ccor-
ding to expenses to the lawyeF.hmxa T have to record the pro-
perty in my name. The lewyer is Murry and Tucker from “rown s
ToOwn. - A 11 my business is recorded. £5.15.- charged me Mr.
Tucker for the last case. £8.4.- testamentary expenses. Tt
cost me more. It is a matter of 29 mil es to Brown Town. 58
miles up and down. T ride it. T did heve a mule. T sold the
male. T am broke now, T must get witnesses to travel with me.
T spent ¢ 43.-.- Have to pay Tven Steward and vincent. They
are witnesses. ¢5.6.- for the disgran - to psy the surve-
yor. The land was to be divided and &1l the legatees re-
ceive & certsin smount. Tt is only stupidness, becezuse of
their stupidness cll these expenses.'|
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:t that momwent Mr. Napier errived and the conversetion
chenged into wnother subject. "Here in Jesmaica we work herd

1ike brutes" szid ir, Nepler. Both gentlemen / Mr.omith a n @
vy NWopier/ ugreed it wes the feult of the qovernment, who

" Czse mistory 32.

embezzle the money sent from Fmgland for the people of Jemei-

ca. There was & sum for « housing scheme. rThe most mazjority
1ive in no housen - steted Mr. Wspier. Trelswny hed & repre-
sentative Mr. J.7. Mershill/e / re e refused that money

for Pousing ccheme. Me is a speculator und he profiteered®
stated wr. csmith. The representatives they send to the fover
nment meke profit of their position, they &re not for the
peo,le who send them. There is & deep conviction thet the
locel government are not honest and thot thet asceounts for

all the misery of the people.
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